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Gold star, District 95
Paris school district leads state in academic improvement and community inclusivity

RESCUED DOGS LOVING LIFE

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

The pack at the home of Hellie and Craig Smith of Paris includes homeless, abused and injured dogs who received 
a second lease on life. Smith, at right, and her sister, Cherie Bibo, are surrounded. The 10th annual Cause for Paws 
wine tasting event at the Paris KC Hall is set from 6-8 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 26, to benefit Paul Warner Rescue. Tickets 
are available in advance from volunteers as well as the Prairie Press office.

Save dogs and sip wine

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Paris Union School Dis-
trict 95 is a model for other 
Illinois school districts for its 
approach to school improve-
ment and its partnership with 
the Paris community.

Paris 95 Superintendent of 
Schools Jeremy Larson and 
the district’s principals — Kyle 
Shay, Megan Carroll and Gary 
Doughan — have been fea-
tured speakers about the dis-
trict’s approach to continuous 
improvement at the Illinois 
Association of School Board’s 
convention, the Illinois Prin-
cipals Association as well as a 
superintendent’s conference. 
The district’s approach is 
featured on the Illinois State 

Board of 
Ed u c at i o n 
(ISBE) web 
site explain-
ing the plan.

The ISBE 
article em-
p h a s i z e d , 

“This ongoing public conver-
sation about a growth mindset 
gets to the heart of how this 
district has found a way to tie 
together broad but interwo-
ven areas of focus for contin-
uous improvement. Placing a 
commitment to community 
at the center of the school im-
provement process has helped 
SD 95 partner with Paris fami-
lies to create new growth with 
shared values.”

Paris 95 began the two-year 

process of school improve-
ment in January 2017, using 
the Illinois Quality Frame-
work and Supporting Rubric, 
“to focus district improve-
ment efforts on ambitious 
instruction, support services, 
wellness and safety, student 
activities, and a commitment 
to community,” the ISBE arti-
cle noted.

Larson explained each of 
the areas was selected in an 
effort “to address the needs 
of the student population that 
the district serves, but school 
and district leaders see com-
mitment to community as 
the overarching objective that 
makes the whole process pos-
sible.” 

 The article continues, “Par-

is school leaders had already 
begun creating community 
partnerships to support stu-
dent learning outcomes the 
year before, and the results 
were clear. District test scores 
in reading and math were both 
below the state average. Paris 
leaders held parent meetings 
to discuss key instructional 
shifts and identify support sys-
tems to help students through 
the transition. These meetings 
between parents and school 
leaders became a joint com-
mittee of stakeholders that 
would decide on districtwide 
areas for improvement. They 
established an emphasis read-
ing and writing by establish-
ing common expectations for 
performance. The combined 

focus resulted in ELA scores 
increasing by 13 percent over 
the past two years.”

Larson emphasized al-
though the commitment to 
the community was already 
a cornerstone of Paris 95 im-
provement, “We knew we 
were going to rely on a com-
munity partnership in imple-
menting continues improve-
ment. We wanted to include 
our families and community 
members in developing the 
plan.”

The ISBE article explained 
Larson was inspired by the 
Illinois Quality Framework in 
2016-17, “to begin conducting 
a needs assessment based 
on prioritizing family and 

See PARIS 95, Page 8A

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The 10th annual Cause for Paws 
wine tasting event and silent auction 
event will once again raise import-
ant funds for the Paul Warner Ani-
mal Rescue to help sick, injured and 
homeless dogs.

The rescue’s motto, “Help for the 
helpless. Hope for the hopeless. 
Homes for the homeless,” describes 
the work of the small group of vol-
unteers, led by animal activist Hellie 
Smith, who find homeless, sick or 
abused animals all year no matter 
the weather.

The Cause for Paws event is sched-
uled Saturday, Jan. 26, from 6-8 p.m. 
at the KC Hall in Paris. Besides wine, 
beer and liquor tasting, those attend-
ing will enjoy hors d’oevres as well as 
an extensive silent auction featuring 
animal related items, gift baskets, 
food and a variety of donations from 
local businesses and restaurants. 
Proceeds sustain the work of the res-
cue for most of the year, according to 
Craig Smith, who set up the 501(c) 

3 to establish the rescue.
Th evening concludes with a 

dance at the Paris American Legion 
featuring the 71 Band from 8:30 
p.m. to midnight. Those attending 
the event may attend the dance free. 
The public is invited to attend the 
dance for a free will donation.

For Hellie Smith the work to help 
animals began when she was a child. 
“I remember getting on my bicycle 
and riding from our home on Main 
Street to the animal shelter,” Smith 
recalled. “When I came home with 
a dog, Mom was great to let me help 
it.”

Smith and her volunteers field 
phone calls and texts almost daily 
from local residents who see an an-
imal in danger, homeless or injured. 
The puppies or dogs are recovered, 
either by Smith talking the previous 
owner into surrendering the dog, 
winning the homeless dog’s trust 
and capturing it or — in some cases 
— using a trap to save the dog.

Cherie Bibo, Smith’s sister, said it 
may take multiple times visiting with 
an owner before the dog is rescued, 
“but Hellie never gives up.” Once the 
dog is safely in the rescue’s control, 
there is trip to a veterinarian for a 
complete physical.

“Unfortunately, most of the dogs 
are heartworm positive,” Smith ex-
plained. The treatment that follows 
is extremely expensive and requires 
the animal to live quietly. Once the 
dog is heartworm free, it is neutered 
or spayed and then found a home.

Special to The Prairie Press

A University of Illinois vet student 
is providing a home for Juliet, a dog 
who has a second chance at life 
thanks to Paul Warner Rescue. 

See PAWS, Page 8A

Cause for Paws event 
will benefit Paul Warner 
Animal Rescue

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Caring for infants, toddlers 
and pre-schoolers can leave some 
women starved for adult connec-
tions, even if they don’t know it.

Vanessa Janis is working to pro-
vide a remedy by creating a local 
MOPS (Mothers of Preschool-
ers) group in Paris. An organiza-
tional meeting is 1 p.m. Jan. 8 at 
the REC to gauge interest from 
other women.

“I felt it in my own heart to 
have a community of moms,” said 
Janis, who is the mother of two 
boys – 13 and three years of age.

The goal of a mothers group 
is to create a network of women 
who can meet together and share 
their experiences, learn from each 
other and find mentoring with 
older women who have already 
raised their families. Janis said the 
older boy gave her experience and 
now she is going through moth-
erhood all over again with the 
younger child.

“Some options are doing book 
studies, organizing play dates for 
the kids, having outings in the 
summer with the kids and maybe 
a moms’ night out,” she said.

Another mothers group existed 
in Paris about a year ago and Janis 
participated. She said it only met 
for a few times because the person 
who organized it moved, and the 
group fell apart. Still, she saw the 
potential.

“The first group did a Bible 
study at my church where we had 
babysitting service,” she said. “We 
had adult conversation.”

Some of the issues she remem-
bers discussed at those meetings 
included things like potty training 
and home schooling versus public 
schooling. 

Wanting to avoid past errors of 
having a group dependent on one 
person, she researched the topic 
of how to form a mothers group.

“I looked into MOPS. It is 
more structured and has an orga-
nizational background,” said Janis. 

Mothers 
group in 
the works
Organizational meeting 
is Jan. 8 at the REC

See MOTHERS, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Despite the perceived po-
litical dysfunction in Spring-
field, legislators managed to 
add more than 200 laws on 
the books during the 2018 
legislative session.

It was not all brand new leg-
islation as some actions were 
amendments or clarifying lan-
guage to existing statutes.

Here, and not in any par-
ticular order, are some of the 
new state laws that became 
effective Jan. 1:

Rear facing car seats: all 

children under the age of two 
must be secured in a rear-fac-
ing child restraint system 
while traveling in a motor ve-
hicle. Children who are more 
than 40-inches tall or exceed 
40 pounds in weight are ex-
empt from the rear-facing 
requirement but still must be 
secured in another type of car 
seat. The change does not ab-
solve drivers of making sure all 
juvenile passengers are in age 
appropriate car seats or, if suit-
able, using a vehicle’s standard 
safety harness.

Urban Ag Zones: Munic-

ipalities can create urban ag-
riculture zones that offer tax 
incentives to businesses in-
volved with qualified agricul-
tural products. Local utilities 
may also offer wholesale or 
reduced rates for businesses in 
urban agriculture zones. This 
became law after the legisla-
ture overrode a veto.

Animal protection: A law 
enforcement officer may take 
temporary custody of an ani-
mal that is in danger from ex-
treme heat or cold conditions, 
but the officer must attempt to 
make contact with the owner 

prior to seizing the animal for 
safekeeping. The law also fixes 
responsibility with an animal’s 
owner for any veterinary care 
associated with the seizure.

Reckless dog owner: Al-
lows the courts to confiscate 
dogs from reckless owners for 
up to 36 months for a first vi-
olation and sets fines for each 
animal found in their care.

Cat/Dog breeder classifi-
cation: Anyone who has pos-
session of a minimum of five 
female cats or dogs capable of 
reproduction is now classified 
as an animal breeder rather 

than a kennel operator. This 
was a language clarification in 
the law.

Blaze pink: Hunters are no 
longer limited in their fashion 
choices to a bright orange. 
Blaze pink is now legal to wear 
during the firearm deer season 
and the upland games season.

72-hour waiting period: 
Creates a 72-hour waiting pe-
riod for all firearms purchases, 
not just handguns, and elimi-
nates the current exemption 
from the waiting period for 
firearms sold to a non-Illinois 

New year brings new laws on the books

See LAWS, Page 8A

LARSON



TODAY

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. today and the first and 
third Saturdays of every month 
for 2019.

SUNDAY

BLACKHAWK NATURE WALK
The monthly Blackhawk Park 
Nature Walk is 1 p.m. Sunday, 
Jan. 6. The woods are in quiet 
winter mode but there is almost 
always something to observe. 
People interested in going on 
the guided walk should meet in 
the parking lot in time for the 1 
p.m. start.

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclu-
sive of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for 
more information.

WEEKLY WEIGHT WATCHERS 
MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
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EXTENSION DISCUSSES SOIL NUTRIENT LOSS JAN. 31
The Illinois Extension is hosting a program Jan. 31,  regard-
ing soil nutrient loss and how to use farmdoc.illinois.edu. 
Watershed Outreach Associate Jennifer Woodyard discusses 
the Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy and the Embarras 
and Little Wabash watersheds. Jesse Soule, Commercial 
Agriculture Extension Educator, talks about best practices for 
reducing nutrient loss. Ag and Natural Resources Program 
Coordinator, Kim Trine, shows how to use farmdoc.illinois.
edu. for farm decision-making. The free program is avail-
able 8:30-10:30 a.m. at the Edgar County Extension, 210 W. 
Washington Street, Paris; 12:30-2:30 p.m. at the Clark County 
Extension, 15493 N. State Hwy. 1, Marshall; and 4-6 p.m. at 
the Crawford County Extension, 216 S. Cross Street. Snacks 
will be provided at each location. Register online at go.illinois.
edu/talkingtour or by calling 217-826-5422 to choose the 
time and location that’s best.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

50   32
Prec: 0%

49   41
Prec: 0%

55   40
Prec: 80%

50   27
Prec: 0%

39   25
Prec: 0%

42   29
Prec: 0%

40   30
Prec: 30%

TODAY — Mostly sunny skies with above 
average highs topping out near 50.

SUNDAY — A few more clouds, but still 
mild and mostly sunny with highs in the 
upper 40s.

MONDAY — Cloudy and breezy with rain 
showers through much of the day. Highs 
remain well above average in the mid 50s.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 7:12 a.m. 4:41 p.m. 6:47 a.m. 4:33 p.m.

SUNDAY 7:12 a.m. 4:42 p.m. 7:36 a.m. 5:25 p.m.

MONDAY 7:12 a.m. 4:43 p.m. 8:19 a.m. 6:20 p.m.

TUESDAY 7:12 a.m. 4:44 p.m. 8:57 a.m. 7:16 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 7:11 a.m. 4:45 p.m. 9:31 a.m. 8:13 p.m.

THURSDAY 7:11 a.m. 4:46 p.m. 10:01 a.m. 9:10 p.m.

FRIDAY 7:11 a.m. 4:47 p.m. 10:29 a.m. 10:08 p.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34°/19°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64° in 1997
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-15° in 1924

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.68”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.44”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.68”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.44”

NORMAL:    High: 34   Low: 19    More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  

let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? Call 
us or message us on Facebook. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher: Nancy Roberts Zeman
Editor/Staff writer: Gary Henry
Bookkeeper: Michelle Jacobs
Advertising: Nancy Zeman and 

Michelle Jacobs
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 
Wednesday prior to the Satur-
day publication.  Advertising 
(display or classifieds ads) 
are due 1 p.m. Thursday prior 
to the Saturday publication. 

The Prairie Press is published  

weekly on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered 
to 7,225 readers in and around 
Edgar County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no 
liability through typographical 
error, and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. Copyright 
2018 by Prairie Beacon LLC. 

All rights reserved.  Reproduc-
tion in whole or in part without 
written permission is prohibited. 
Postmaster: 

Send address changes to The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Central Ave., 
Paris, Ill. 61944.

WHY DOES  
CREDIT MATTER??

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  C R E D I T  A N D   
T I P S  T O  R A I S E  Y O U R  C R E D I T  S C O R E  

- F R E E  W O R K S H O P

Helping your dreams come true!
Start with a FREE credit review.  
 
January 10, 2019 
2:00 - 4:00 pm  
Community Room at the Hi-Rise 
602 Highland Drive 
Paris, IL 61944 
 
RSVP  call  Fredia @ 217-465-8458
or email sandyd@erbainc.org or
EventBrite.com by January 8th.

"My credit 
was raised

159 points in
8 months!" 

 - Wanda

HOW TO USE 
YOUR TAX 

REFUND TO 
BOOST YOUR 

CREDIT 

WE HAVE ADVERTISING PLANS  
FOR EVERY BUDGET! CALL TODAY!

LOCAL.  
LOYAL.  
COMPLETE.

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

Tuesday in the basement of 
the Edgar County Farm Bureau 
building, 210 W. Washington, 
Paris. Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. 
and the meeting begins at 5:30 
p.m. Information about the 
Weight Watchers system is avail-
able at www.weightwatchers.
com, or by attending a meeting.

SKINNY ON NEW KITCHEN 
APPLIANCES
Paris Public Library is hosting 
a What’s New in the Kitchen, 
6-7 p.m. Jan. 8 with Mary Liz 
Wright from U of I Extension. 

Wright will talk about the pros/
cons, safety issues, myths, and 
benefits about four new kitchen 
appliances: spiralizers, heavy 
duty blenders, air fryers and 
electric pressure cookers. Call 
563-3950, email read@paris-
publiclibraryt.org or stop by the 
library to sign up.

MOTHERS GROUP
An informational meeting to 
gauge interest in forming a 
local mothers group as either 
part of Mothers of Preschoolers 
(MOPS) or something similar is 

1 p.m. Jan. 8 at the REC.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the High-
land Manor Community Room 
with weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting starting 
at 9 a.m. More information is 
available by attending a meeting 
or calling Jo Ellen Edmonds at 
251-4722

FREE ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
WORKSHOP
The Ameren Illinois Energy 
Efficiency Program is hosting 
a free workshop 6-7 p.m. Jan 
10 at the Paris Public Library. 
This is a good opportunity to 
ask questions and learn more 
about the incentives available 
to Ameren Illinois customers. 
The efficiency program offers 
a variety of cash incentives, 
discounts and rebates—all 
designed to help consumers 
enjoy a more comfortable, 
energy-efficient lifestyle. Each 
workshop participant receives a 
free energy efficiency kit worth 
$75. For more information, call 
Sharon Conlee 1-309-677-5128.

EUCHRE NIGHT
The monthly euchre night at 
Red Oak Inn, 219 W. Madison, 
Paris, is Jan. 10. The event 
starts early at 6 p.m. with a chili 
or vegetable soup supper. Call 
269-2617 for more information.

UPCOMING

85TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
Marge Houghland’s 85th Birthday 
Bash is 2-4 p.m. Jan. 13 at the 
First Christian Church Fellowship 
Hall. Friends and formers students 
are especially invited to the open 
house. Gifts are discouraged but 
cards are encouraged.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. the first and third Satur-
days of every month for 2019

ERBA EMPLOYMENT TRAINING
The Embarras River Basin 
Agency, Inc. (ERBA) is now 
accepting applications from 
income eligible individuals 
wanting to pursue training for 
a CDL license, CNA certificate, 
Basic Welding Certificate or 
CNC Operator Certificate. ERBA 
serves Clark, Coles, Crawford, 
Cumberland, Douglas, Edgar, 
Jasper, Lawrence and Richland 
counties. For more information, 
call 800-252-1152 before Feb. 2.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. today and the first and 
third Saturdays of every month 
for 2019

Dresses 
ranging from 

This is the perfect opportunity to 
shop for an amazing, gently used 

Prom Dress at a great price! Why pay 
Boutique prices for a dress you are 

only going to wear once!! 
We will be collecting dresses the week 
of January 28th-February 1st @ PHS.

$50 

Sell 
your

dress for $5. You 
set your price!

PHS B.I.O.N.I.C. Club

Dress
Sale

Saturday, Feb. 2
10 a.m. @ PHS
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MEMBER

Also in Casey, Charleston, Mattoon, Newman, Toledo, Greenup, and Neoga.

FirstNeighbor.com

NOW OPEN!

Since 1890

15321 U.S. Highway 150 
Paris, IL

(217) 463-1111

Visit us at our temporary
location in the Verona Mall. COMING SOON

Drive By and See
Our Building Project

411 E Jasper St • Paris

Local People Serving Local People

Brian Stolz, Robin Martin, Debbie Hefner, John Brinkerho�
Angela Downs, Harry Hughes, Whitney Denton

Paris Native
TJ Dosch

Serving Mattoon

Paris Native
Wayne Gri�n

Serving Newman

See us for all of your banking needs!



4A |  SATURDAY, JANUARY 5, 2019    |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netON THE RECORD

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Ruthie Metcalf of the Paris Township Office, Pete Templeton/

Templeton Funeral Home for a place to store and pack 
food, Memorial, Carolyn Wenz, Mayo, Crestwood, Paris 

High School students, Key Club, Mayo Leadership Squad, 
Ingrum’s Waste Disposal, Larsson, Woodyard & Henson 

employees, Horizon Health Finance Department employees, 
Pearman Pharmacy employees, Cary Linton for the boxes, 
Cheri Alexander at Save-a-Lot, Kevin Adams, Prairie Press, Gary 

and Jackie Jewell, Charlotte Smith, Mike Morris and General 
Chairman Scott Barrett, and all who donated in any way.

Since the 1940’s you have remembered your friends and 
neighbors with baskets of food to brighten their Christmas.

Thank you Paris...
YOU DID IT AGAIN!

Rib-eye, Potato, Toast, 
Full Salad & Dessert Bar
Tea - Lemonade - Coffee

VFW Auxiliary 3601
601 W. Court, Paris, IL

VFW Auxiliary 3601

Saturday, January 12th    
5 - 7 p.m.

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Mark Killion is always 
looking up, and it involves 
more than a generally posi-
tive personality. 

His hobby is astronomy 

Shooting the heavens

Special to The Prairie Press

Mark Killion of Paris provided this image of the Witch Head Nebula found in the vicinity of the 
Orion Constellation. He photographed the nebula, which is so faint it cannot be seen by the 
naked eye, Dec. 16

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Edgar County Clerk 
and Recorders Office issued 
the following marriage licenses 
during December: Stacy Al-
len Sutton and Ada Geraldine 
Rigdon, both of Paris; Chad 
Everette Rigdon and Courtney 
Chantel Colter, both of Par-
is; Richard Allen Rigdon and 
Jodi Ann Trammel, both of 
Paris; Raymond Keith Brown 
of Columbia, S.C., and Jac-
queline Rigdon of Paris; Kyle 
Matthew Rigdon and Linda 
Diane Kerrick, both of Paris; 
Zachary Carrington Werkhe-
iser and Stefani Ann Rigdon, 
both of Paris; Matthew Wayne 
Hess and Rachel Ann Rigdon, 
both of Effingham; Cody An-
thony Jewell and Noel Renee 
Rigdon, both of Paris; Cody 
Alan Rigdon and Melissa Sue 
Thompson, both of Paris; Rob-
ert Lynn Patton and Taylor Re-
nay Rigdon, both of Paris; and 
Harold Everette Rigdon Jr. and 
Melody Lynn Anderson, both 
of Paris.

December 
marriage 
licenses

and taking photos of the night 
sky. The images from his Pic-
tures on the Prairie show the 
stunning beauty of an infinite 
cosmos that escapes other 
Earth-bound dwellers. A re-
cent effort captured some-
thing difficult to see.

“The Witch Head was an 
experiment on Dec. 16 to try 
and see if I could frame the 
witch in the field of view of 
my camera,” said Killion. 

This nebula is not visible 
to the naked eye and Kil-
lion depends on software to 
help locate the feature in the 
night sky. Another challenge 
was dealing with moon light, 
which made capturing an im-
age of the Witch Head even 
more difficult.

“I will be imaging this 
nebula again in the next two 
weeks, and I hope to get bet-
ter results,” said Killion.

While processing the 
image, Killion opted for a 
standard blue coloring for 
the nebula. The Witch Head 
reflects starlight from Rigel 
– a blue supergiant – in the 
Orion Constellation. Dust in 
the nebula also reflects blue 
light more than red.

“The true color of this 
nebula is hard to know, and 
I have viewed many varia-
tions,” Killion said. 

The Witch Head Neb-
ula is an interstellar cloud 
of dust and gas and is most 
likely the remnant from an 

ancient supernova ex-
plosion. Recent research 
has confirmed radiation 
wavelengths and other 
evidence indicating the 
formation of new stars 
within the nebula.

At a distance of almost 
1,000 light years away, the 
images Killion captured 
are created by light that 
left the nebula while the 
Dark Ages dominated Eu-
rope. 

Killion’s work opens 
the door to the staggering 
numbers associated with 
astronomy. For example, 
the star Rigel provides the 
primary light illuminating 
the Witch Head Nebula. 
Rigel is about 800 light 
years from Earth. It is 74 
times the size of the sun 
and with a surface tem-
perature of 20,000 de-
grees is twice as hot. Ri-
gel is also around 40,000 
times brighter than the 
sun.

It is a young star of 
about 10 million years, 
as compared to the 4.5 
billion age of the sun, 
and prodigiously burning 
through its nuclear fuel. 
The likely end of Rigel is 
as a supernova, which may 
create a whole new nebula 
in the vicinity of Orion. 
Humans, of course, won’t 
know that until about 800 
years after it happens.

BY MICHAEL TARM
Associated Press

CHICAGO (AP) — Pre-
liminary numbers indicate 
that homicides in Chicago fell 
by about 100 last year com-
pared to 2017, though the to-
tal again eclipses the number 
of homicides in Los Angeles 
and New York combined, ac-
cording to data released Tues-
day.

Police in Chicago, the na-
tion's third largest city, report 
that 561 homicides were 
committed between Jan. 1 
and Dec. 31, 2018. That com-
pares to 660 homicides in 
2017 and more than 770 in 
2016, which marked a 19-year 
high that put a national spot-
light on Chicago's persistently 
high rates of gun violence.

Chicago police credit the 
decreases in part to the addi-
tion of more than 1,000 new 
officers in recent years. Police 
also cite the creation of high-
tech nerve centers in 20 out 
of 22 police districts, where 
officers rely on gunshot-de-
tection technology and pre-
dictive analytics that help 
quickly get police to areas 
where violence is most likely 
to erupt.

"Are we where we want to 
be? Of course not," Police Su-
perintendent Eddie Johnson 
told the Chicago Tribune in a 
recent interview. But he add-
ed: "I do think we are taking 
steps in the right direction."

Official numbers for 2018 
are expected to be released 
in several weeks, according to 
the department. Johnson has 
previously said a reasonable 
goal would be to one day get 
the annual number of homi-
cides to below 300.

Homicides 
in Chicago 
down by 
nearly 100 
in 2018
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MARJORIE STEWART
WILMINGTON – Marjo-

rie Ann Stewart, 90, of Wilm-
ington, passed away peacefully 

with family at 
her side Dec. 
26, 2018, 
at Presence 
Villa Francis-
can Nursing 
Home, Joliet, 
following a 
life filled with 

love and raising nine children.
A Mass of Christian Buri-

al was celebrated at 11 a.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 3, at St. Rose 
Catholic Church, 604 Kanka-
kee St., with the Rev. Sebastian 
Gargol as celebrant. Crema-
tion rites followed the service 
and inurnment is in Mt. Olivet 
Catholic Cemetery, Wilming-
ton. Visitation was from 9 a.m. 
until the Mass Thursday at the 
church. The Baskerville Fu-
neral Home was in charge of 
the arrangements.

Mrs. Stewart was born Dec. 
7, 1928, on a farm in rural 
Brocton, the third oldest of six 
children born to the late Jere-
miah Aloysius and Kathleen 
Marie Twigg Fitzgerald.

She married the love of her 
life, Herman Joseph Stewart 
Jan. 8, 1949, at St. Thomas 
Aquinas Catholic Church, 

Brocton. He preceded her in 
death in 1997.

Survivors include seven 
children, Joseph Allen (Ro-
lene) Stewart of Columbus, 
Ga., Robert Francis (Debo-
rah) Stewart of Stockbridge, 
Ga., Jerry David (Wilma) 
Stewart of Wilmington, Char-
lie (Kathy) Stewart of Braid-
wood, Kathleen Marie (Greg) 
Fisketjon of Berthoud, Colo., 
Elizabeth “Betty Jo” (Timo-
thy) Kelly of Joliet and Flor-
ence Marie (Richard) Olmst-
ed of Dunlap; her son-in-law, 
John Bladorn of Janesville, 
Wis.; 18 grandchildren, Jeffrey 
(Tara) Stewart, Jennifer (Ste-
ven) Collins, Jolene (Travis) 
Fondrk, Michael ( Jennifer) 
Stewart, Brian Stewart, Jerry 
David II (Lisa) Stewart, Sher-
yl Stewart, Scot Stewart, Amie 
Vilt, Ryan Bladorn, Kendal 
Bladorn, Kymber (Nicho-
las) Sadlo, Christopher Kelly, 
Tyler Kelly, Emilie Olmsted, 
Anna Olmsted, Josh Fisket-
jon and Matt Fisketjon; 14 
great-grandchildren; one sis-
ter, Pauline Anderson of Par-
is; and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

She was preceded in death 
by a son Louis Scott, 1960; 
daughter, Marguerite Ann 
Bladorn, 2007; siblings, Ed-

ward Fitzgerald, Mary Blair, 
Bernard Fitzgerald and James 
Fitzgerald, and many broth-
ers-in-law and sisters-in-law.

After graduating valedic-
torian from Brocton High 
School in 1946, she worked as 
a stenographer prior to taking 
a position as a financial sec-
retary for the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Aid at Paris.

Mrs. Stewart and her hus-
band made their home and 
began a family. Following the 
birth of their second son, she 
left the workforce and ded-
icated her life to raising her 
nine children at home until 
her youngest began school. 
It was then she returned to 
work at Royal Willow Nursing 
Home in Wilmington until 
relocating to Rockville, Ind. 
Once established in Rockville, 
she worked for a short time at 
Vermillion County Hospital 
before gaining employment 
with L.A.B. Nursing Home, 
where she worked in house-
keeping and then as an activity 
aide until her retirement.

Following the death of 
her husband, she returned to 
Wilmington to be closer to 
family and friends. She will be 
remembered for her love to 
dance, play cards, read, go for 
long walks, work on puzzles, 

STEWART

VIVIAN JOSEPH
Vivian Maxine Joseph, 

82, of Martinsville, and 
formerly of Paris, passed 

away peace-
fully at 7:25 
p.m., Sun-
day, Dec. 
30, 2018, at 
B u r n s i d e s 
Community 
Health Care 
C e n t e r , 

Marshall. She was a devot-
ed housewife. 

A graveside service was 2 
p.m. Friday, Jan. 4, at Pleas-
ant Hill Cemetery, with 
burial to follow. Visitation 
was from 1 to 1:45 p.m. Fri-
day at Stewart and Carroll 
Funeral Home.

Mrs. Joseph was born 
Aug. 17, 1936, at Paris, the 
daughter of the late Francis 
William Entrican and Ma-
bel Rue Entrican. She mar-

ried Marion Eugene Joseph 
March 7, 1954, in Paris, and 
he passed away Oct. 3, 2016. 

Survivors include her 
children, Tonya (Tom) Hel-
wig of Spring City, Pa., Ter-
ry (Gary) Bemis of George-
town, Tommie (Randy) 
Porterfield of Carnesville, 
Ga., Stephen (Lisa) Jo-
seph of Wildwood, Scott 
(Celeste) Joseph of Butler, 
Pa., and Courtney (Terry) 
Hardway of Martinsville; 
18 grandchildren; and 21 
great-grandchildren. 

She was preceded in 
death by her daughters, 
Tamie (Randy) Daugherty 
and Trudy (Todd) Mur-
phy; her sisters, Carolyn 
Goodman and Frances Kel-
ly; and one brother, Larry 
Entrican.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfu-
neralhome.com

JOSEPH

SANDRA FORD
Sandra Sue Bledsoe Ford, 

77, of Paris, passed away 
Saturday, Dec. 29, 2018, at 

2:40 a.m. at 
Paris Com-
munity Hos-
pital with 
her husband 
and children 
surrounding 
her. She was 
employed by 

Paris School District 95 for 
42 years

A service celebrating her 
life was 1 p.m. Thursday, 
Jan. 3, at First Assembly of 
God Paris. Burial followed 
in Augustus Cemetery. Vis-
itation was from 4 until 7 
p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 2, at 
Templeton Funeral Home. 

Mrs. Ford was born, April 
20, 1941, at Grandview. She 
married Myron B. Ford June 
13, 1959, at Paris, and he 
survives.

She is also survived by 
three children, Dr. David M. 
Ford (Robert C. Swope), 
Stephen B. (Kelly M.) Ford 
and Dianne K. (William R.) 
Fleener; seven grandchil-
dren, Melanie R. Bromber-
ek, Kalee L.M. Ford, Robert 

FORD

BENJAMIN FAIRHURST
TERRE HAUTE, Ind. – 

Benjamin Clay Fairhurst, 91, 
of Terre Haute, Ind., passed 

away Mon-
day, Dec. 31, 
2018, after a 
life well lived.  
He spent 
his career in 
the finan-
cial industry 
working in 
banking and 
investing in 
Paris, Mar-
shall and 

Terre Haute.  
Visitation is from 11 a.m. 

to 1 p.m., today, Jan. 5, at 
Callahan & Hughes Funer-
al Home, 605 South 25th 
Street. Private burial follows 
in Oak Hill Cemetery, Riley, 
Ind. 

Mr. Fairhurst was born 
March 20, 1927, at Terre 
Haute, the son of the late Ho-
mer “Ben” Fairhurst and Ger-

trude Woodsmall Fairhurst.
Survivors include his loving 

wife of 67 years, Alice Rose 
Butler Fairhurst; three daugh-
ters, Ann (Marc) Fairhurst, 
Susan (Henry) Hughes and 
Jill (Greg) Hall; three grand-
children, Landrum, Lindsey 
and Benjamin Clay; and three 
great-grandchildren. 

Mr. Fairhurst was a grad-
uate of Honey Creek High 
School and received a bache-
lor’s degree in business from 
Indiana State University. He 
was a U.S. Navy veteran of 
World War II.  His activities 
in the community includ-
ed Kiwanis, Masonic Lodge 
and Indiana State University 
Foundation.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Indiana State 
University Foundation, 
30 North 5th Street, Terre 
Haute, IN 47809.

Online condolences at 
www.cal lahanandhughes.
com.

FAIRHURST

TRUDY DAVIDSON
Trudy Fay Davidson, 55, of 

Paris, passed away at 8:21 a.m. 
Monday, Dec. 31, 2018, at her 

r e s i d e n c e . 
She was a 
d e v o t e d 
homemaker 
and worked 
at DADC of 
Terre Haute, 
Ind., for a 
number of 

years.
A graveside service is 10:30 

a.m. today, Jan. 5, at Forsythe 
Cemetery, Clark County. 
Burial follows. Visitation was 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Friday, Jan. 4, 
at Templeton Funeral Home.

Mrs. Davidson was born 
Sept. 23, 1963, at Fort Wayne, 
Ind., the daughter of the late 
Omar Stanford and Wanda 
Hampton Posey. She married 
Barry C. Davidson Dec. 27, 
2003, at Paris, and he survives

Other survivors include 
three children, Zac (Hayden) 
Beaven of Paris, Nicholas 
Beaven of Coral Springs, Fla., 
and Kylee Beaven of St. Lou-
is, Mo.; a stepdaughter, Emily 
Kraemer of Paris; two broth-

ers, Tim Posey of Paris and 
Tom Myers of Dalton City; 
six sisters, Tammy Lester of 
Frankfort, Ind., Teena Mc-
Coskey of Tolono, Terri Jean 
of Mattoon, Ramona Bren-
nan of Effingham, Elizabeth 
Ramsey of Edgewood and 
Kim Kessler of Paris; three 
grandchildren Eevee and Ellie 
Beaven and Aaliyah Landsaw; 
her father-in-law, Joe “Corky” 
Davidson of Paris; as well as 
many nieces, nephews and 
cousins. 

She was preceded in death 
by a brother, Carl Posey; and 
a grandson, Jace Gill.

Mrs. Davidson attended 
Otterbein United Methodist 
Church of Paris. She was an 
avid reader and loved col-
lecting elephants and caring 
for her cats. She will be re-
membered as a proud and 
caring grandmother who 
loved spending time with her 
grandchildren.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Epilepsy 
Foundation.

Online Condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

DAVIDSON

exercise, visit with her grand-
children, watch her Chicago 
Cubs play and listen to her 
family play music.

Mrs. Stewart was devot-
ed to her Catholic faith and 
family. She was a member of 
St. Rose Catholic Church in 
Wilmington and while resid-
ing in Rockville, Ind., was a 
member of St. Joseph Parish. 
Her family is at peace knowing 
she is in the arms of God and 
reunited with her loved ones 
who passed before her.

Memorial donations may be 
made to Kuzma Care Cottage, 
Joliet Area Community Hos-
pice Home or to the Damiano 
Unit of Presence Villa Francis-
can Nursing Home in Joliet.

The family thanks all the 
nurses, aides and staff at Pres-
ence Villa Franciscan Nursing 
Home for their loving and 
compassionate care, as well 
as the Joliet Area Community 
Hospice staff for all of the fine 
care she received.

Online condolences at 
www.BaskervilleFH.com/no-
tices/Marjorie-Stewart
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J. Bromberek, Jacub B. Ford, 
Maia C. Fleener, Meili G. 
Fleener and Madelyn R. 
Fleener; one step grandson, 
Jacoby R. Fleener; three 
great-grandchildren, Paige 
Tucker, Kohlton Ford and 
Lainey Ford; a brother, Lar-
ry A. ( Jan) Bledsoe; several 
nieces and nephews; as well 
as her dear friend and cous-
in, Pauline Collier. 

She was preceded in 
death by her mother, Alpha 
Fern Merrick; her father, 
John Bledsoe; and two sis-
ters, Dixie Lee Chambers 
and Carol Ann McCarty.

She was a lifelong mem-
ber of the Assembly of God 
Church in Paris. She was 
known by all as an amaz-
ing cook and caregiver to 
anyone in need. She loved 
Christmas and got to spend 
her last Christmas at home, 
surrounded by many close 
friends and family mem-
bers. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Food for Kids 
c/o Prospect Bank Trust 
Department. 

Online Condolences at 
www.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com

SUSAN MORECRAFT
ROBINSON – Susan Mo-

recraft, 60, of Robinson, died 
at 7:49 p.m. Monday, Dec. 

31, 2018, at 
her home.  

A grave-
side service 
is 2 p.m. 
Wednesday, 
Jan. 9, at 
Payne Cem-
etery, near 

Brocton, with Deb Heaton 
officiating. The Goodwine 
Funeral Home is in charge of 
the arrangements.

Memorial donations 
may be made to Crawford 
County Humane Society or 
the Catholic Food Bank at 
Linton, Ind. Donation enve-

lopes will be available at the 
cemetery service. 

More information and 
online condolences at 
w w w. g o o d w i n e f u n e r a l -
homes.com. 

MORECRAFT
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Outgoing Gov. Bruce 
Rauner talked a lot about 
high property taxes in Illi-

nois. But, 
like most 
everything 
else, he 
never ac-
tually got 
anything 
done 
about 
them.

Raun-
er’s idea 
was to 

freeze local property taxes 
and allow local govern-
ments to strip almost 
all collective bargaining 
powers from teachers and 
other unions, which would 
then drive down wages 
and benefits to balance 
local budgets. But that 
idea was simply too radical 
for this state.

Gov.-elect J.B. Pritzker 
has also promised proper-
ty tax relief, but he hasn’t 
yet said how he would 
achieve it. Pritzker has 
rightly blamed high prop-
erty taxes for businesses 
and residents leaving 
Illinois. But total up all 
local property tax reve-
nues and compare them to 
statewide taxes and you’ll 
see what a daunting task 
this is.

In 2015, about $29 bil-
lion in local property taxes 
were levied statewide, 
according to the Civic 
Federation. That number 
is higher now, but the 
latest projection from the 
governor’s budget office 
is that Illinois will take in 
about the same amount, 
$29 billion, from income 
and sales taxes this fiscal 
year.

Decades of inaction, in-
competence and partisan 
games have allowed a big 
problem to grow into a 
gigantic monster.

Gov. Jim Edgar success-
fully lambasted his 1994 
Democratic opponent, 
Dawn Clark Netsch, for 
proposing to increase 
state taxes while lowering 
property taxes, but then 
he proposed most of her 
plan a few years later. The 
majority Senate Republi-
cans killed it.

Gov. Rod Blagojevich in 
2007 proposed taxing the 
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What’s 
up with 
Romney?

The 16th president’s second inaugural address offers new year guidance

What’s with Mitt Romney, the newly 
minted Republican senator from the great red 
state of Utah?

Mitt hadn’t even been 
sworn in yet and he put 
his name on a New Year’s 
Day op-ed column in the 
Washington Post bearing the 
headline “Mitt Romney: The 
president shapes the public 
character of the nation. 
Trump’s character falls short.”

Then Mitt showed up on 
CNN to repeat his complaint 
that after two years the pres-
ident of his party has, “not 

risen to the mantle of the office.”
Sorry he feels that way, but if moderate 

Mitt really cared about the GOP he would 
have put a leash on that super ego of his.

Lots of us Republicans have criticized the 
president’s words and actions — justifiably.

But Mitt’s criticism — delivered publicly 
in two of the liberal media’s holiest places — 
was an ill-timed cheap shot aimed at remind-
ing everyone in the Washington elite that he 
may be a loser, but compared to the president 
he’s still a morally superior being.

Mitt knew his scathing criticism would 
immediately be spread far and wide by the 
Trump Hate Media, which it was.

He also knew it would instantly earn the 
president’s ire, which Trump expressed in a 
series of counter-tweets.

Even Mitt’s niece, Ronna McDaniel, the 
chairwoman of the Republican National 
Committee, hit her uncle upside the head for 
his subversive selfishness.

“POTUS is attacked and obstructed by the 
MSM media and Democrats 24/7. For an 
incoming Republican freshman senator to at-
tack @realdonaldtrump as their first act feeds 
into what the Democrats and media want and 
is disappointing and unproductive.”

Mitt’s attack on the president was more 
than a little hypocritical, given that he had un-
successfully begged him for a cabinet position 
and had happily accepted his support last fall 
when he was running for Utah’s senate seat.

There may be many Republicans who agree 
exactly with everything Romney said, but 
that’s not the point.

It was stupid of him to write a column 
excoriating the president two days before he 
even took his Senate seat.

He wants to be treated with respect in the 
Senate, and this is the way he starts?

He should have showed up in Washing-
ton, taken his Senate seat and said and done 
nothing.

If he has complaints or comments about 
the president, he should have made them to 
Trump in private.

Trump quickly put Mitt in his place with 
his tweets and now Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell will have to do it in the 
Senate.

For the next two years or so McConnell 
will have to remind Senator Mitt exactly who 
he is and isn’t:

“Take your seat, Mr. Romney. You’re a 
junior member of the senate. You’re not our 
party spokesman. You have to earn the right 
to be a spokesman, the way Lindsay Graham 
has.”

What Mitt did with his op-ed piece — 
beside pump up his deflated ego, hurt his 
own party, help the Democrats and give the 
liberal media free Republican ammo to fire at 
the president — was to really piss off his new 
boss McConnell.

I don’t think McConnell will be calling on 
the rookie senator from Utah anytime soon to 
seek his advice on anything.

Meanwhile, now that Nancy Pelosi and her 
leftist Democrat children have taken control 
of the House of Representatives, the next 
two years are going to be very rough for the 
president, the GOP and conservatives.

The last thing they needed was another 
egotistical Republican flake running loose 
in the Senate, but it looks like that’s what the 
junior senator from Utah is going to be.

(Michael Reagan is the son of President Ronald 
Reagan, a political consultant and the author of 
“The New Reagan Revolution.” He is the founder 
of the email service reagan.com and president of 
The Reagan Legacy Foundation. Email him at 
reagan@caglecartoons.com.)

Are you still looking for a resolu-
tion to keep in the new year? 

Here’s a suggestion. Take a trip 
down to the Lincoln Memorial —  if 
you’re in the Washington D.C. area 
— or visit via YouTube. There, in-
scribed on a wall, is the perfect New 
Year’s resolution for Americans and 
people from other countries who 
still admire this nation despite all 
its conflicts and contradictions. The 
words come at the end of the speech 
Abraham Lincoln delivered during 
his second inauguration.

The sentence is so familiar to us — 
“With malice toward none” — Lin-
coln offers thoughts on the tragedy 
of the Civil War that split the coun-
try and set Americans to killing one 
another: “One-eighth of the whole 
population were colored slaves. ... 
These slaves constituted a peculiar 
and powerful interest. All knew that 
this interest was somehow the cause 

of the war.”
And then it gets biblical, more 

prophetic than political, suggesting 
the need for a people to reflect not 
on their grievances and desires but 
on their own shortcomings and their 
duty to the greater good and the 
fellow humans they have wronged. 
“Fondly do we hope, fervently do 
we pray, that this mighty scourge of 
war may speedily pass away,” Lin-
coln said. “Yet, if God wills that it 
continue until all the wealth piled 
by the bondsman’s two hundred and 
fifty years of unrequited toil shall be 
sunk, and until every drop of blood 
drawn with the lash shall be paid by 
another drawn with the sword, as 
was said three thousand years ago, so 

still it must be said ‘the judgments 
of the Lord are true and righteous 
altogether.’ ”

Yes, the speech was about our 
national sin of slavery, but it was also 
about the malign power of interest 
— demagogic political interests, 
financial interests, shortsighted 
self-interest on the part of many 
individual Americans who have lost 
sight of the common good and of the 
need for simple justice and equality 
in society.

Resolved for this new year, in 
words spoken 154 years ago: “With 
malice toward none, with charity 
for all, with firmness in the right as 
God gives us to see the right, let us 
strive on to finish the work we are 
in, to bind up the nation’s wounds 
... and cherish a just and lasting 
peace among ourselves and with all 
nations.”

 —The Washington Post
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It’s time 
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Charen: On being too nice in politics
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 Mitt Romney’s declaration 
of independence from Donald 
Trump as he takes his seat in the 

U.S. Senate has 
been illuminating 
— more for the 
responses than 
the op-ed itself. 
Professional spec-
ulators are asking 
whether it’s the 
opening gambit 
of a 2020 primary 
challenge (his 
denials notwith-
standing) or mere 

virtue signaling.
The unappeasable left has 

drummed its fingers on the table, 
demanding to know whether 
Romney will oppose absolutely 
everything Trump does. If you 
are truly appalled at Trump, they 
insist, you must obstruct every 
judge, deregulation and foreign 
policy move. Anything less taints 
you as insincere or useless. If 
Romney doesn’t vote like a liberal 
Democrat, he could pace up and 
down Pennsylvania Avenue with 
an “Impeach Trump” sandwich 
board and still be dismissed as a 
wuss.

The right, by contrast, has 
adopted a world-weary tone. 

“Oh, he’s unethical. Tell us 
something we didn’t know.”

They dismiss moral objections 
as overly fastidious. Thus, David 
Limbaugh: “This type of self-con-
gratulating moral preening from 
Romney will have the precise op-
posite effect Romney intends as it 
will further entrench Trump sup-
porters, who are just really sick of 
being demonized. Yes, these types 
of unsolicited attacks on Trump 

are shots at his supporters.”
Is there such a thing as a solicit-

ed attack? 
Anyway, you see how this 

works. Those who stick to stan-
dards are “preening,” and worse, 
they are insulting voters. But 
that’s a fallacy. There are plenty 
of Trump supporters who don’t 
excuse everything Trump does. 
They are fully capable of saying, 
“Yeah, can’t deny that Trump 
is a jerk and a liar, but I do like 
some of his policies.” They are not 
guilty of Trump’s sins, and Trump 
shouldn’t try to evade responsibil-
ity by hiding behind their skirts.

Ben Shapiro assumes that 
Romney must be considering a 
primary challenge. It would fail, 
he contends, because “Republican 
voters have ... learned the lesson 
that character doesn’t matter — 
ironically enough, from 2012 Mitt 
Romney, whose sterling character 
plus five bucks bought him a cup 
of coffee in that election cycle.”

It’s not clear whether Shapiro 
is endorsing this interpretation 
or just reporting it, but it is 
common on the right — and 
also on the left. People have a 
weakness for believing that their 

own side is being hammered by 
the unscrupulous tactics of their 
opponents. Republicans believe 
that Democrats demonize them 
as racists, commit voter fraud and 
change the rules to suit their own 
purposes. Some of this is true (see 
my second book, “Do-Gooders,” 
for many examples of the first 
offense), and see Harry Reid’s fili-
buster rule change for an example 
of the third. 

Democrats believe that 
Republicans suppress minority 
votes, bend the rules for their own 
purposes and rely on scare tactics. 
Some of that is true is as well. 

Ask Merrick Garland.
It’s always possible to ratio-

nalize your own departure from 
ethics by claiming self-defense. 
You’ll never lack for examples of 
the other side’s perfidy, but that 
doesn’t justify it. If it did, we’d 
never be able to have decency at 
all.

Nor is it settled that Mitt 
Romney was defeated because 
he was too much of a gentleman. 
I’d wager that many of those 
who voted for Barack Obama in 
2012 were thinking, “A candidate 
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WHATEVER ROMNEY’S MOTIVE  
MAY HAVE BEEN IN PENNING  

THE CRITICAL OP-ED, IT’S CLEAR 
THAT WHAT HE WROTE IS THE 

TRUTH, WHICH IS WORTH A LOT 
THESE DAYS.”
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10th Annual

Cause
for

Paws
JOIN US!

Saturday, January 26, 2019

Wine Tasting Event 
& Silent Auction

KC Hall 6 p.m. - 8:00 (ish) p.m.
Includes wine & finger foods

Followed by ‘71 Band at the Legion, 8:30 p.m.-Midnight

Proceeds to help sick, injured and 
homeless dogs

For tickets please 
call or text:

Brenda Wright:  217-264-2761

Mike Morris:  217-822-6630

Sandy Elliott: 217-251-8889

Cherie Bibo: 217-251-3734

Sponsored by:
 Paul Warner Animal Rescue

A 501 (c)3

• Residential 
• Commercial    
• Industrial 
• Waste Removal

   217-465-3335     

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

Happy New Year from IWD!!!!!
1st generation Great Memaw Sue 

through 4th generation Maven.

 60th Anniversary Thanks 

   A big thank you goes to all those 
who helped make our 60th 
Anniversary Celebration a fun and 
loving time.   
    We wish to thank our daughters, 
Debbie McConkey, Lisa Rigdon and 
Marsha Degenhardt, and their families, who gave of their love and 
time making our 60th full of special memories.

    Also, a big thank you to our friends, families, neighbors and 
all who attended, coming as far away as Vincennes, In. and near 
Litchfield, Il.  Also, thank you for the cards and acts of kindness.
Thank you to those who commented on Facebook from near and 
far.

May the Good Lord bless you all!

We Love You!
Cleo and Edith Emrick

MILLER
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gross receipts of corpora-
tions, with $1 billion going 
for property tax relief, but the 
House unanimously killed it.

A few months after Blago-
jevich was impeached in 
2009 and Gov. Pat Quinn was 
sworn into office, the Senate 
passed a bill that would have 
pumped billions into local 
schools, lowered property 
taxes, raised income taxes 
and expanded the sales tax. 
But House Speaker Michael 
Madigan refused to call it 
for a vote ahead of a crucial 
gubernatorial election that 
would decide who controlled 
new legislative district 
boundaries.

Quinn was a longtime 
critic of our overreliance 
on property taxes to pay for 
things like schools. But by the 
time he raised income taxes, 
in early 2011, the state was 
in such deep fiscal trouble 
there was no money left over 
to help local schools and 

governments.
What to do? 
Stop narrowing local prop-

erty tax bases. 
A 2017 law that increased 

exemptions for seniors and 
others has wrecked mu-
nicipal budgets all over the 
south suburbs. Pritzker also 
opposed Rauner’s attempt 
to shift pension costs to 
local school districts, and he 
should stick to that position, 
particularly since he refuses 
to pursue any plan to reduce 
pension benefits.

Perhaps focus first on 
where property taxes are the 
highest compared to local 
incomes. That means Rock-
ford should get whatever 
help Pritzker is offering long 
before Winnetka does.

Also, why does Putnam 
County (population 6,000) 
need its own county clerk? 
People fiercely cling to their 
little school districts and 
county offices, so eliminating 
them is often discussed but is 
politically impossible. Con-
solidating functions across 

regions, however, could be 
cheaper.

Quinn tried to eliminate 
regional school superinten-
dents and failed. But maybe 
the regional superintendents 
should assume more respon-
sibilities so school districts 
with just one or a handful of 
schools no longer need to 
have so many administrative 
staffers.

A big problem is that 
whenever state legislators 
raise state taxes they want to 
spend the money themselves, 
not hand off the largesse to 
local governments. But if 
they want to do more than 
talk about lowering property 
taxes, they’ll have to do just 
that.

The only thing crystal clear 
is that something big needs to 
happen soon—and it’s going 
to cost money.

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)
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who says that 47 percent 
of the nation are indolent 
‘takers’ is not my kind of 
guy.” Besides, he was running 
against an incumbent presi-
dent whose approval ratings 
were above 50 percent in 
the final weeks of the race 
Despite all of that, he still 
managed to get a bigger share 
of the popular vote (47.2) 
than Donald Trump  in 2016 
(46.1). And don’t forget, 
Trump’s opponent was under 
FBI investigation — an 
inquiry that was reopened a 
week before the vote.

The fable that John Mc-
Cain was felled by excessive 
delicacy in 2008 is also 
absurd. 

A two-term Republican 
president had just presided 
over a (perceived) failed war 
and the worst economic cri-
sis in decades. It would have 
been a steep uphill struggle 
for any Republican even 
without the collective swoon 
for the charismatic first black 
major party candidate.

Whatever Romney’s 
motive may have been in 
penning the critical op-ed, 
it’s clear that what he wrote is 
the truth, which is worth a lot 
these days.

One of the chief grievances 
Republicans nurse is they 
are portrayed as bad people 
for holding the views they 
do. Someone who believes 
in color-blind admissions 
is not a racist. A skeptic of 
government regulation is 
not a polluter. A believer in 
American world leadership is 
not a warmonger. But if you 
slip into defending Donald 
Trump’s character, as op-
posed to some of his actions, 
you risk living down to the 
caricature.

(Mona Charen is a colum-
nist and a political analyst. She 
is a senior fellow at the Ethics 
and Public Policy Center.)

Danville man who died at Pearl Harbor to be buried
BY NOELLE MCGEE
The (Champaign) News-Gazette

DANVILLE, Ill. (AP) — The 
Western Union telegram arrived 
at Martha Taylor’s house five 
days before Christmas 1941.

“The Navy Department 
deeply regrets to inform you 
that your son, Charles Edward 
Nix, signalman, third class, U.S. 
Navy, is missing following ac-
tion in the performance of his 
duty and service of his coun-
try,” it read.

Two months later, the Navy 
informed Taylor that her 
26-year-old son was killed in 
action during Japan’s surprise 
military attack on Pearl Harbor.

In the years following the at-
tack, the Danville woman tried 
to find out what happened 
to her son’s remains. And 
even though he was declared 
non-recoverable, she never 
gave up hope that one day his 
remains would be identified 
and given a proper burial.

Nearly 76 years after his 
death, Nix’s remains were final-
ly identified thanks to advances 
in DNA technology. And next 
summer, his great-niece and 
great-nephew will be on hand 
when they’re buried in Arling-
ton National Cemetery.

“Even though she’s not here, 
she’s finally getting her closure,” 
Ron Payne, of Fairmount, said 
of his great-grandmother.

Nix was born in Danville on 
Jan. 19, 1915, to Taylor (then 
Martha Nix) and Charles Nix, 
who died in 1920. His mother 
later married Buford Taylor.

According to a newspaper 
story that reported him miss-
ing in action, he attended Dan-
ville schools, then worked as a 
plumber’s apprentice prior to 
enlisting in the Navy. He also 
served with the Danville Na-

tional Guard for about eight 
years.

Nix enlisted at the Navy Re-
cruiting Station in St. Louis on 
Jan. 23, 1940, then trained at 
Naval Training Station in Great 
Lakes. He was assigned to the 
battleship USS Oklahoma, 
which was part of the Pacific 
Fleet.

Payne recalled that Taylor al-
ways kept a picture of her son, 
whom she called Charlie, in his 
Navy uniform in her study.

“She would talk about how 
proud she was that he was on 
the Oklahoma,” said Payne, a 
program manager at the Na-
tional Center for Supercom-
puting Applications at the Uni-
versity of Illinois.

“When Pearl Harbor hap-
pened, she waited to hear what 
happened (to her son). Was he 
alive or not? She would never 
accept that he was gone be-
cause there was never a positive 
identification,” said Payne, who 
regrets that his great-grand-
mother; grandmother, Mary 
(Payne) Paxton; and father, 
Ronald Payne, a former West-
ville police chief, all passed 
away before it finally came.

The Defense POW/MIA 
Accounting Agency in Wash-
ington, D.C., recently an-
nounced that Nix was account-
ed for on Sept. 25, 2017.

This past spring, the agen-
cy called Ron Payne’s older 
half sister, Lori Cummings, 
at her home in Houston to 
give her the news along with 
a 100-page document that in-
cluded Nix’s service records, 
information on the horrific at-
tack that led the U.S. into war, 
what happened to the remains 
of the fallen who couldn’t be 
identified and when and how 
forensic scientists were able to 

identify his remains.
It also included copies of 

the telegrams and other corre-
spondence between the Navy 
and Nix’s cousin, seeking an-
swers on Taylor’s behalf.

Immediately, Cummings 
called her brother and sent him 
a copy of the inch-thick file.

“We were shocked,” Payne 
said. “We didn’t even know 
they were doing this — testing 
the DNA.”

Payne said he and his 
18-year-old son, Kody — both 
of whom are history buffs and 
proud of their family’s long 
military history — pored over 
the document for hours, learn-
ing things they never knew 
about Nix and the efforts made 
to find his remains.

“It’s just amazing the things 
they sent,” Payne said.

On Dec. 7, 1941, the Okla-
homa was among the ships 
in Battleship Row, moored 
at Ford Island, Pearl Harbor, 
when the fleet was attacked by 
Japanese aircraft. The ship sus-
tained multiple torpedo hits, 
which caused it to quickly cap-
size and sink.

Nix was one of the 429 on 
board who died. He received 
a Purple Heart posthumously.

Taylor’s first telegram — 
from Rear Admiral Randall 
Jacobs, chief of the Bureau of 
Navigation — was followed 
by a second one about two 
months later.

“After exhaustive search, it 
has been found impossible to 
locate your son, Charles Edward 
Nix,” Jacobs wrote, “... and he has 
therefore been officially declared 
to have lost his life in the service 
of his country as of Dec. 7, 1941. 
The Department expresses to 
you its sincerest sympathy.”

There was also a letter from 

Frank Knox, secretary of the 
Navy, offering his condolences.

“It is hoped that you may 
find comfort in the thought 
that he made the supreme sac-
rifice upholding the highest 
traditions of the Navy, in de-
fense of his country,” he wrote.

Payne was moved to find 
handwritten letters from a rela-
tive, Sterling B. Ford Jr., of Dan-
ville, who wrote to the Navy on 
Taylor’s behalf.

“I had never heard this part 
of the story before,” Payne said.

“I am a cousin of the boy 
whose name follows in the 
next 2 pages of this letter,” Ford 
scrawled in a letter received on 
Dec. 1, 1947.

“I am writing this for his 
mother. (She has suffered 
enough.) Please answer this 
letter for her,” he continued, 
asking for confirmation of 
Nix’s death and whether his 
body was found.

On Jan. 22, 1948, Rear Ad-
miral C.A. Swanson, the Na-
vy’s surgeon general, wrote 
Taylor, though it didn’t provide 
the answers she wanted.

“Mr. Sterling B. Ford Jr., of 
your city has written in your 
interest requesting that you be 
advised as to whether or not 
the remains of your son, the 
late Charles Edward Nix, ... 
(have) been recovered and that 
you be furnished confirmation 
of your son’s death. You are ad-
vised that the records of this 
Bureau show that your son’s 
body has not been recovered to 
date. As confirmation of your 
son’s death there is enclosed a 
Report of Death.”

In October 1949, the De-
partment of the Army Office 
of the Quartermaster Gener-

al said in a memo that Nix’s 
remains had been declared 
non-recoverable by a special 
military board convened in the 
field, as well as by its office.

“Subject forms have been 
compared by the Identifica-
tion Branch with unidentified 
remains from the USS Oklaho-
ma and cross-checked against 
all 7 December 1941 un-
knowns with negative results,” 
the report said. It’s not clear if 
Taylor was sent a copy.

The DPAA said that from 
December 1941 to June 1944, 
Navy personnel recovered the 
remains of the deceased crew, 
which were interred in the Hal-
awa and Nu’uanu cemeteries. 
In September 1947, members 
of the American Graves Reg-
istration Service, tasked with 
recovering and identifying 
fallen U.S. personnel in the 
Pacific Theater, disinterred the 
remains.

The laboratory staff was only 
able to confirm the identifica-

tion of 35 men from the Okla-
homa at that time.

The unidentified remains 
were buried in 46 plots at the 
National Memorial Cemetery 
of the Pacific in Honolulu, 
known as the Punchbowl.

Then in April 2015, the 
deputy secretary of defense 
issued a policy memorandum 
directing the disinterment of 
unknowns associated with the 
Oklahoma. That June, DPAA 
personnel began exhuming the 
remains for analysis.

Payne was fascinated when 
he read how with a DNA swab 
from Jody-Ann McDaniel, a 
cousin on Nix’s mother’s side, 
scientists from DPAA and the 
Armed Forces Medical Exam-
iner System used mitochondrial 
DNA analysis, dental and an-
thropological analysis, as well as 
circumstantial and material evi-
dence, to identify Nix’s remains, 
including his cranium, mandi-
ble, right humerus, left and right 
femur, left hip and a tooth.



8A |  SATURDAY, JANUARY 5, 2019   |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netNEWS

JUNE DEFFENBAUGH
C. June Heath Barrett 

Deffenbaugh, 88, of Par-
is, passed away at 3:50 

p.m. Sun-
day, Dec. 
30, 2018, 
at Horizon 
Health. She 
retired from 
Citizens Na-
tional Bank 
where she 

was an administrative assis-
tant for 26 years. 

A Mass of Christian Buri-
al was celebrated at 10 a.m. 
Friday, Jan. 4, at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church, with the 
Rev. Valery Burusu offici-
ating. Burial followed in St. 
Mary’s Cemetery. Visitation 
was from 4 to 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 3, at Stewart and 
Carroll Funeral Home. 

Mrs. Deffenbaugh was 
born June 25, 1930, at 
Hume, the daughter of the 
late Stephen Littler and 
Clara Eva Waltz Heath. She 
married Robert L. Barrett 
Nov. 29, 1952, in Hume, 
and he passed away July 
19, 1993. She then married 
Hobart V. “Duffy” Deffen-
baugh June 27, 1997, and 
he passed away Jan. 7, 2009.  

Survivors include five 
children, Steven J. (Ellen) 

Barrett Monticello, Philip 
D. (Debra) Barrett of Eff-
ingham, Roberta L. (Brian) 
Randall of Atlanta, Ga., 
Deborah M. (Stephen) 
Vice of Paris and Evelyn 
L. (fiancé Ray Barnes) Ju-
lian of Paris; one sister Judi 
(Fenton) Macke of Crown 
Point, Ind.; 21 grand-
children; six step-grand-
children; 15 great-grand-
children; five step-great 
grandchildren; 1 great-
great grandchild; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.  

She was preceded in 
death by one brother, Rob-
ert Heath.

During her working ca-
reer Mrs. Deffenbaugh 
was employed for two 
years by the Edgar County 
Highway Department and 
also worked for Sam Co-
hen Insurance in Hume. 
She attended Melwood 
Grade School and was a 
graduate of Hume High 
School. She was a mem-
ber of St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church. 

Memorial donations 
may be made to St. Mary’s 
Altar Society or the Hori-
zon Health Volunteers.  

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfu-
neralhome.com.

DEFFENBAUGH
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SULLIVAN

JAMES SULLIVAN
James Bernard Sullivan, 

84, passed away Jan. 3, 2019, 
in the house he was born in 

on the family 
farm in Edgar 
County. He 
retired from 
farming in 
1996.

A Mass 
of Christian 
Burial will be 
celebrated at 
10 a.m. Mon-
day, Jan. 7, 
at St. Mary’s 

Catholic Church. Burial fol-
lows in St. Mary’s Cemetery. 
Visitation is from 2:30 to 6 
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 6, at Stewart 
and Carroll Funeral Home. 
The recitation of the rosary 
is at 2 p.m. prior to visitation.

Mr. Sullivan was born Feb. 
21, 1934. He married Carol 
Ann Curran Sullivan Dec. 28, 
1963, at St. Mary's Catholic 
Church in Marshall, and she 
survives. 

He is also survived by the 
couple’s five children, Jude 
Sullivan (Caroll Stacklin) 
of Lisle, Paul (Colleen) Sul-
livan of Northridge, Calif., 
Maureen Sullivan (Michael) 

Weier of Greenwood, Ind., 
Matthew (Nichole) Sulli-
van of Paris and Ramona 
Sullivan (Anthony Ortega) 
of Savoy; 16 grandchildren; 
two step-grandsons; one 
step-great-granddaughter; 
and his brother, John Sulli-
van.  

He was preceded in death 
by his sister, Mary Jane 
Rhodes; and his son-in-law, 
Lionel Williams.

Mr. Sullivan attended the 
Golden Rule one-room-
schoolhouse in Shiloh Town-
ship and St. Mary's Catholic 
grade school in Paris. He at-
tended boarding school at St. 
Bede Academy in Peru, Ill., 
where he was a charter mem-
ber of the National Honor 
Society, inducted in 1949. 
He completed high school at 
St. Bede in 1952, graduated 
from the St. Bede junior col-
lege and entered the monas-
tery in 1954. He chose not to 
take vows and left St. Bede in 
1955.

He served in the United 
States Army from June 1956 
to April 1958 before return-
ing to the family farm. While 
farming, his other work in-
cluded serving in the Nation-
al Guard from 1958 to 1960, 
working at the Edgar County 
ASCS office and the Edgar 

County Bank and Trust and 
serving as the Edgar County 
Sheriff.  After retiring from 
farming, he worked for more 
than a dozen years at Ray's 
Super Service Station in Par-
is.

Some of his community 
activities included serving 
on school board for Shiloh 
in Hume; the Edgar County 
Board, where he was elect-
ed chairman of the board a 
record five times in a row; 
the Edgar County Board of 
Review; the 14-County Job 
Training Committee; the Ed-
gar County Human Resourc-
es Board, serving as president 
from 1998-2012; and  serv-
ing as a Commissioner for 
the Shiloh Special Drainage 
District from 1971-2018. 

Mr. Sullivan was a member 
of St. Thomas Aquinas Cath-
olic Church in Brocton from 
his birth until the church 
closed in 1995. He was a 
member of St. Mary's Catho-
lic Church in Paris from 1995 
until his death.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the St. Mary's 
Cemetery in Paris or the 
Eastern Illinois Foodbank at 
Urbana.  

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com. 

VERNON DALE EASTIN
OAKLAND – Vernon Dale 

Eastin, 72, of Sedalia, Mo., 
passed away Sunday, Dec. 23, 
2018, at Good Samaritan Care 

Center, Cole 
Camp, Mo.

A grave-
side funeral 
is 10 a.m. to-
day, Jan. 5, in 

the Oakland Cemetery, with 
military rites provided by the 
Oakland Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. Krabel Funeral Home is 
in charge of the arrangements

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.

DARLENE PUCKETT 
CASEY – Darlene Janice 

Puckett, 76, of Casey, passed 
away at 11:34 a.m. Sunday, 

Dec. 30, 2018, 
at her home.   

At her 
request, a  
celebration 
of life service 
will be held 
at a later date. 
M a r k w e l l 

Funeral Home is in charge of 
the arrangements.

 More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.   

PUCKETT
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resident at a recognized gun 
show.

Firearms restraining or-
der: Family members or law 
enforcement may petition 
the court for an order alleging 
a person poses a significant 
danger of causing injury to 
self or others by possession 
and control of a firearm. The 
order may be issued without 
notice to the respondent but 
a full hearing must be held 
within 14 days. The courts can 
issue two orders – emergency 
and six months orders in cases 
where the evidence is of a clear 
and convincing of danger. The 
court may issue a search war-
rant for law enforcement to 
seize weapons if there is proba-
ble cause to believe the respon-
dent possesses weapons.

Pregnant detainees: Re-
quires the court to release a 
pregnant pre-trial detainee if 
the detainee is likely to give 
birth while in custody. The 
court may waive this require-
ment if a hearing shows release 
poses a threat to a victim or the 
public. A pregnant or post-par-
tum detainee may be required 
to wear an electronic moni-
toring device as a condition of 
pre-trial release.

Bail: A law requiring the 
court to grant a $30 per day 
credit toward bail for those 
held in pre-trial custody may 
be denied to an individual ar-
rested for failure to appear on 
the original charge. Unclaimed 
bail deposits currently held by 
counties will be transferred 
to the state treasurer as un-
claimed property.

Frail individual protec-
tion: Establishes procedure 
for family members to secure 
court ordered visitation if a 
family caregiver unreasonably 
prevents other family mem-
bers from seeing a frail elderly 
individual.

Public lactation room: Re-
quires every facility that hous-
es a circuit court to designate 
by June 1 a space in the build-
ing as a public lactation room 
equipped with a chair, a table, 

an electric outlet and where 
possible a sink and running 
water. The lactation space can-
not be in a restroom.

Nursing mom jury duty: 
Exempts nursing mothers 
from jury service.

Physical fitness contracts: 
Prohibits contracts for basic 
physical fitness services to ex-
ceed $2,500 per year and re-
quires contracts to be in writ-
ing. Another change in the law 
prohibits gym memberships 
greater than one year.

Medication disposal: This 
change targets situations where 
unused medications, including 
medical opioids, are present 
following a death. It permits 
police officers and nurses to 
dispose of liquid medications 
found at a death scene.

Civilian employee ticket-
ing: Allows civilian employees 
of the Illinois State Police to 
write tickets for excess size and 
weight permits.

Citations: A person in vio-
lation of a petty offense is no 
longer required to sign a paper 
citation for it to be valid. This is 
a cost saving and paper saving 
measure.

Name change notice for 
abuse victims: Allows victims 
of domestic violence to waive 
the publication requirement 
when petitioning for a name 
change in order to keep the 
victims’ addresses private.

Stalking: Expands the defi-
nition of stalking to include 
social media messages and al-
lows the authorized agent of a 
workplace, place of worship or 
a school to seek a petition for 
protection.

DUI sentencing: Driving 
the wrong way on a one-way 
street is now an aggravating 
factor when sentencing a per-
son for driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol, drugs or intox-
icating compounds. 

Mental health awareness: 
requires licensed school per-
sonnel who work with K-12 
students to be trained every 
two years to identify warning 
signs of mental illness and sui-
cidal behavior.

Safety Drills: Requires 
active shooter/threat school 

community collections.”
For each standard in the 

framework, the ISBE article 
noted, “Paris leaders asked 
aligning questions with a sim-
ple scale of one to five stars or 
short answer response. They 
then aggregated this data to 
create their strategic two-year 
plan.”

The results of the work — in-
cluding internal meetings with 
teachers and administrators, 
“ended with board members, 
administrators, and teachers 
holding a meeting, after which 
Paris leaders drafted an early 
version of the districtwide stra-
tegic plan. They called this plan 
“Strong Schools, Strong Com-
munity Partnership.”

In March, 2017, Paris 95 
hosted what the article de-
scribed as, “uniquely inclu-
sive, as families and commu-
nity members were invited 
to gather after school in the 
gym.” Students and teachers 
presented at tables for pro-
grams and activities featuring 
everything from band to nu-
trition to the gifted program 
to special education and vari-
ous clubs.

“The feedback collected 
from this evening led Paris 
leaders and teachers to reinte-
grate choir into the school day, 
create STEM and creative writ-
ing summer camps, and bring 
back (competitive) cheerlead-
ing to Mayo Middle School,” 
the ISBE feature noted.

“Perhaps one of the most 
important components of the 
implementation of the ‘Strong 
Schools, Strong Community 
Partnership’ is the District Im-
provement Task Force, which 
remains a community-driven 
committee of joint stakehold-
ers involved with overseeing 
the two-year plan. The Dis-
trict Improvement Task Force 
has been meeting regularly 
since the plan was adopted by 
the Paris board and the official 

implementation phase started 
in July 2017. The task force re-
views and adapts the District 
Continuous Improvement 
Plan to identify and address 
changing areas of need and is 
accountable to alignment with 
the Illinois Quality Frame-
work’s first standard, which is 
Continuous Improvement,” 
the ISBE assessment said.

“Opting for transparency 
and open communication in 
decision-making has changed 
the relationship between par-
ents and district leaders in 
Paris. When student advo-
cates from every side are able 
to work together, students get 
the support they need when 
they need it,” the article con-
cluded.

Larson said superintendents 
from throughout the state have 
contacted him about the Paris 
process — which will begin 
again this spring. While he is 
proud of the Paris 95 recog-
nition for the plan, he noted 
the district ticked off each of 
its school improvement plan 
goals.

“Sometimes as an adminis-
trator, you’re so wrapped up 
in the educating of our stu-
dents, you forget important 
things like facilities and school 
lunches, which are important 
to parents and community 
members,” he said. The first 
school improvement plan led 
to changes within the district’s 
school lunch and breakfast 
program, which he described 
as successful.

“I still have all the index 
cards those who attended our 
first meeting turned in about 
changes that they believe need-
ed to be made for improve-
ment,” he said. “It’s a reminder 
to us on a daily basis.”

The meetings for the next 
strategic plan for the district 
are scheduled March 20 and 
April 10 at Mayo Middle 
School, Larson said. More in-
formation will be made avail-
able as the meetings approach, 
he noted.

a home.
Smith does not reject a 

dog for Paul Warner due to 
its illness or injuries. “I can’t 
put a dog down because of a 
broken leg or other injury be-
cause it’s expensive,” she said. 
“Each animal deserves to be 
helped.”

And while physical injuries 
are expensive to treat, Smith 
emphasized those dogs who 
have been abused or come 
from hoarding or puppy mills 
are the most heartbreaking 
for her.

One such dog is Juliet, who 
is being adopted by a Uni-
versity of Illinois vet student, 
Smith said.

“Juliet is a such a damaged 
soul,” Smith observed, noting 
the vet student specifically 
asked to adopt the dog not 
only to help her but to be-
come a better vet.

A visit to the Smith house 
includes meeting all five of the 
family’s dogs — all rescues 
— including Jack Sparrow, a 
pug; two Boston terriers and 
assorted older dogs who have 
found a forever home. 

Smith is quick to note the 

rescue would not exist with-
out the man who left every-
thing to animals — the late 
Paul Warner. “He wanted ev-
erything he owned to be sold 
and the money used for the 
animals,” she said.

The wine tasting event — 
a January tradition in Edgar 
County — is a great deal of 
work, Smith said, but thanks 
to the volunteers, provides 
funds to help the rescued 
dogs. She said the wine for 
the tasting event is provided 
by R & J Stores. Volunteers 
pour the wine for those at-
tending who are provided 
with a souvenir wine glass to 
use during the evening.

Brenda Wright is in charge 
of the raffles and auction for 
the evening while Cherie 
Bibo and Michelle Vaughn 
help with technology and 
banking. Tickets are available 
in advance and generally sell 
out quickly, Bibo noted.

To purchase tickets, call 
or text Wright at 217-264-
2761, Mike Morris at 217-
822-6630, Sandy Elliott at 
217-251-8889 or Bibo at 
217-251-3734. Tickets are 
also available during regular 
business hours at The Prairie 
Press.

“You have to pay to be in it to 
get the materials.”

Cost is a concern for her 
and she does not want that 
to be an obstacle to women 
wanting to attend the first 
meeting. She sees disadvan-
tages and advantages with a 
paid membership.

The big disadvantage is 
the expense may keep some 
who want to participate from 
doing so. Perhaps the biggest 
advantage is paying to partici-
pate with an organization cre-

ates a sense of commitment.
“That may be why the oth-

er groups fizzled, because 
they were not structured,” 
she said.

Janis emphasized the orga-
nizational format of the pro-
posed group is not final and 
any woman interested should 
attend the Jan. 8 meeting to 
help set the direction. 

“I want the group to decide 
what’s best for everybody,” 
she said, adding that includes 
any costs, meeting times, lo-
cations, if meetings should 
be just mothers or if meeting 
sites and times must be kid 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Embarras River Basin 
Agency, Inc. (ERBA) is ac-
cepting applications for a Skills 
Training Employment Pro-
gram (STEP) to assist individ-
uals prepare for employment 
opportunities. 

ERBA will assist income 
eligible individuals who want 
to obtain a CDL license, CNA 
certificate, Basic Welding Cer-
tificate or CNC Operator Cer-
tificate.

This assistance is made pos-
sible through the Community 
Services Block Grant funding 

safety drills within the first 
90 days of the start of the 
school year. The drills must 
be done on days when 
students are present and 
requires the participation 
of all students and school 
personnel present. Law en-
forcement is also required 
to observe the drill.

School board vacancy: 
If a school board has to fill 
a vacancy due to a lack of 
candidates for election in 
a congressional township, 
the school board must put 
a proposition on the ballot 
of the next general election 
to elect school board mem-
bers at large.

Controlled substance 
prescribers: Requires 
licensed prescribers of 
controlled substances to 
complete three hours of 
continuing education re-
garding safe opioid prescrib-
ing practices prior to renew-
ing a prescription license.

Stage 4 cancer drugs: 
Prohibits insurance com-
panies from limiting or ex-
cluding coverage for a drug 
used to treat stage 4 meta-
static cancer by first making 
the patient either try and 
successfully respond to an-
other drug or prove history 
of failure to the other drug. 

Public employee sev-
erance: Sets severance pay 
conditions for government 
employees. Severance pay 
may not exceed more than 
20 weeks of salary. Compen-
sation and severance pay is 
prohibited if the employee 
was fired for misconduct.

Broadband adviso-
ry council: The Depart-
ment of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity 
is tasked with creating 
a Broadband Advisory 
Council to explore ways to 
expand broadband access 
throughout the state, in-
cluding unserved areas.

Quincy Veterans 
Home: The Department 
of Veterans Affairs is to 
purchase a nursing home 
in Quincy for the purpose 
of housing veterans.

ERBA employment training

friendly.
The first meeting is in 

the REC babysitting room 
so women can bring their 
children if that is more 
convenient for them. 

“I would like it to be 
open to all moms for this 
first meeting,” said Janis. 
More experienced moms 
are welcome to volunteer 
with the group. It’s a place 
for everybody.”

Anyone wanting infor-
mation or having ideas 
about a mothers group 
may contact Janis through 
Facebook at 61944 Moms.

BY SCOTT MCFETRIDGE
Associated Press

DES MOINES, Iowa 
(AP) — The U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture 
announced Friday that it 
must delay the release of 
key crop reports due to the 
partial government shut-
down, leaving investors 
and farmers without vital 
information during an al-
ready tumultuous time for 
agricultural markets.

The USDA had planned 
to release the closely 
watched reports Jan. 11 but 
said that even if the shut-
down ended immediately, 
the agency's staff wouldn't 
have time to release the 
reports as scheduled. Con-
gressional leaders met with 
President Donald Trump 
on Friday but there were no 
indications the shutdown 
would end soon.

"The longer it goes on, 
the more distorted our 
reference points get," said 
grain market analyst Todd 
Hultman, of Omaha, Ne-
braska-based agriculture 
market data provider DTN. 
"It's a lot of guesswork."

The reports detail the 
size of the 2018 harvests 
of corn, soybean, wheat 
and other crops and give 
an early estimate for what 
farmers will plant in the up-
coming season. Depending 
on the estimates, the price 
of the commodities can 
rise or fall as they show the 
current supply and forecast 
how many acres will be de-
voted to different crops in 
the coming months.

The government shut-
down has now forced the 
delay of such reports for 
two weeks, and uncertain-
ty about the commodity 
supply will only grow as 
more time elapses, Hult-
man said. USDA reports 
provide the foundation 
for understanding the U.S. 
agricultural industry, and 
because they also estimate 
farm production in oth-
er countries, they are es-
sential for understanding 
global crop markets.

Although the govern-
ment is still releasing 
some information, such as 
the Labor Department's 
monthly jobs report, the 
USDA hasn't released 
key reports since Dec. 22. 
This includes the closely 
watched World Agricul-
tural Supply and Demand 
Estimates report and in-
formation about specif-
ic crops, such as winter 
wheat and canola seedings.

The lack of informa-
tion comes amid the un-
certainty of trade with 
China, where tariffs led 
to an abrupt drop in U.S. 
agricultural exports to the 
country. There were indi-
cations that China was be-
ginning to resume at least 
limited purchases of U.S. 
crops, but because of the 
government shutdown it's 
unclear what's happening.

Shutdown 
delays crop 
reportsthrough the Illinois Depart-

ment of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity.

ERBA serves Clark, 
Coles, Crawford, Cumber-
land, Douglas, Edgar, Jasper, 
Lawrence and Richland 
counties. For more informa-
tion, call 800-252-1152.



BY JEREMY PATTERSON
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com

CASEY — The Paris Tiger basketball 
team was unable to get anything going 
Friday night as they fell at the hands of 
state-ranked Casey-Westfield 72-37. 

Head coach Shawn Nugent saw sev-
eral flaws in the Tiger performance — 
the biggest of which was turnovers.

“We turned the ball over too much 
tonight, we have to do a better job of 
taking care of the ball,” Nugent said 
“We can’t give away possessions and 
have a chance to win the game.”

The Tigers (6-11) kept pace with the 
Warriors (15-1) through the first sev-
eral minutes of play as a three-pointer 
from sophomore Jude Sullivan pulled 
the team within 1 point at 6-5. Baskets 
from sophomore Mason Hutchings 
and junior Matthew Brouwer helped 
Paris keep pace with Casey. Despite 
multiple turnovers through the open-
ing period, Paris was able to end the 
quarter down just 12-9.

What chemistry it looked like the 
Tigers possessed through the first 8 
minutes seemed to collapse in the sec-
ond quarter. 

Casey’s defensive presence dom-
inated Paris’ offense as they forced 
steals and bad shot attempts. The Ti-
gers were able to score just 2 points in 
the quarter but gave up 21 to the War-
riors. The  lone points for Paris came 
from Hutchings who netted a basket 
with 4:59 left in the second period. At 
the halftime break, Paris trailed Casey 
33-11. The Tigers shot 28 percent in 
the first half of play to 40 percent from 
the Warriors.

The third quarter opened up slug-
gish for Paris as the Tigers were un-
able to score the first 90 seconds of the 
period. Four points from Hutchings 

helped to elevate the Tiger momentum 
but was quickly dashed away by several 
layups from Casey senior Luke Rich-

ards. Richards dominated the court 
all night long, scoring a team-high 27 
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Paris 
downs 
Red Hill
BY DAN DUNDAS
dandundas82@gmail.com

The Lady Tiger basket-
ball team rang in the New 
Year by cruising to a 53-32 
over the visiting Red Hill 
Lady Salukis on Thursday, 
Jan. 3. 

Red Hill brought a phys-
ical brand of basketball 
and didn’t allow the Lady 
Tigers to play their normal 
game. 

“I don’t feel great about 
our win tonight,” Coach 
Dave Tingley said after 
the game. “We haven’t 
had a normal routine over 
break, but still felt like it 
was a game we’d have an 
advantage. Winning is one 
thing, but if we play like 
that in our next few games, 
it won’t work out as well.” 

The Lady Tigers hit 
the offensive boards hard 
in the first quarter, gar-
nering extra shots — a 
good chunk coming from 
the three-point line. Kar-
rington Krabel helped with 
the scoring in the first, 
sending Paris out to a 9-0 
lead with just under three 
minutes left. A Chloe Noel 
runner and a Katelynn Lit-
tleton three-pointer with 
three minutes left had Paris 
up handily 16-2 heading 
into the second quarter. 

Paris worked in primary 
bench players Emma Hen-
derson, Jaiden McClaskey 
and Chloe Noel for spurts 
during the first half. Both 
teams didn’t have much to 
show from the field until 
Red Hill nailed a baseline 
jump shot. 

Krabel broke the Paris 
scoring drought with an-
other fast break bucket 
halfway into the quarter. 
The Lady Salukis then got 
a three-point play foul con-
version in the paint. After a 
timeout with 2 minutes left 
in the half, Paris scored on 
another Krabel fast break, 
followed by a three-point-
er on the next possession 
from Madyson Rigdon to 
give Paris 25-10 lead head-
ing into the locker room. 

A flurry of scoring for 
both teams opened the 
third quarter, with Red 
Hill getting baskets off of 
drives while the Lady Ti-
gers scored on shots by 
Krabel. Paris called a tim-
eout with under 5 minutes 
left in the quarter, up 30-
18. Madyson Rigdon went 
her own 7-0 run within a 
minute. A Littleton three 
pointer made it 38-19, but 
the Lady Salukis were able 
to edge back with more 
baskets in the paint, leaving 
the score 40-26 after three. 

Both teams had some 
solid aggressive play on 
both ends in the opening 
minutes of the fourth, but 
it led to incidental travels, 
and a goose egg on the 
scoreboard. Paris had two 
shots in close rim out, but 
Kelsie Crampton made 
sure to end that streak, 
nailing a three off an in-
bounds with 5 minutes left 
in the game. Krabel pushed 
the Lady Tigers to 45-26 
with a layup, and up to 51-
28 with a fast break basket 
three-point play with two 
minutes left, giving the 
Lady Tigers a 53-30 lead 
with 1 minutes to go. 

“We are playing 
Tri-County on Monday 
night, and they finished 

See PARIS, Page 10A

Lady Titans ready for Paris
State-ranked Tri-County host Lady Tigers Monday in marque county match up at PHS

BY BRIAR NAPIER
bdn627@gmail.com

OAKLAND — Girls bas-
ketball players who play for 
the Tri-County Lady Titans 
know that they have a tradi-
tion of success to uphold.

The Lady Titan winning 
culture has been formed over 
the course of three schools, 
several decades and numer-
ous small towns. Between 
1987 and 2014, Kansas, Oak-
land and Shiloh High School 
girls basketball teams com-
bined for 14 regional titles, 
six sectional crowns and five 
— all won by Shiloh — state 
trophies.

The decision to co-op each 
of the schools for all sports in 
2014 brought the trio of small 

town teams together. Five 
years later, the Lady Titans 
are looking to bring state sil-
verware back to East Central 
Illinois once again.

Tri-County’s team record 
tands 14-3 as of Friday, hav-
ing won their first 14 games 

before suffering three straight 
defeats at the Charleston 
Holiday Tournament. Those 
losses were all to teams either 
ranked or receiving votes in 
the Associated Press poll in 
either Class 2A or 3A.

The Titans are ranked fifth 

in Class 1A — all while play-
ing a regular-season schedule 
that features opponents of all 
four class sizes.

Knowing all of this, how 
does Coach Joe Morrisey 
think his team is playing at the 
moment?

“Well, I guess we’re playing 
pretty well,” he said.

Indeed, they are.
The Titans are currently 

averaging an incredible 60.4 
points per game, currently 
one of the highest marks in 
the state of Illinois regardless 
of class according to Max-
Preps. TCT is allowing an 
average of only 36.1 points 
due to a zone-heavy defensive 
style. 

Tri-County hasn’t scored 

less than 53 points in any 
game this season, spurred 
on by three players — soph-
omore Tayler Berry and se-
niors Harley Berry and Ki-
ersten Price-Wilson — all 
averaging double figured in 
points per game.

But it is their defense, Mor-
risey argues, that has been the 
most valuable part of their 
team. The Titans run a 1-3-
1 press that cycles into a 2-3 
zone, which thus far has led to 
an average of 19.6 steals per 
game.

“Most teams can’t han-
dle our 1-3-1 press, so that’s 
something we really hang 
our hat on,” Morrisey said. 
“We mostly take care what we 

MOST TEAMS CAN’T HANDLE  
OUR 1-3-1 PRESS, SO THAT’S 
SOMETHING WE HANG OUR   

HAT ON.”
JOE MORRISEY

TRI-COUNTY GIRLS COACH

See MATCH UP, Page 10A

Titans 
take 4th
in tourney

PARIS TAKES TRI-COUNTY TOURNEY TITLE

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

The Paris Tigers picked up their second consecutive Tri-County Holiday Tournament championship at Kansas High School, 
defeating Westville in the championship game. The Tigers sailed through the tourney with the tightest game with Windsor/
Stew-Stas in the semi-finals.

Casey dominates Tigers

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

Paris Tiger players Matthew Brouwer (23) and Colton Landrum (13) close the lane 
in Friday, Dec. 28, 2018, championship game of the Tri-County Holiday Tourney at 
Kansas High School.

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

KANSAS — The 
Tri-County Titans fell to 
Windsor/Stew-Stras 55-
54 in the third place game 
of the Tri-County Holi-
day Tournament Saturday, 
Dec. 29.

After going 1-1 on Fri-
day during their own 
holiday tournament, the 
Tri-County Titans got 
back on the court Saturday 
evening to face the Wind-
sor/Stewardson-Strasburg 
Hatchets in the third place 
contest. 

The Titans ended up in 
the third place game af-
ter allowing two leads of 
10 points to evaporate in 
a 80-74 overtime loss to 
Chrismn.

However, a lapse of 
score awareness proved to 
be a costly one in the third 
place game.

The Titans had to play 
from behind the entire ball 
game and got one last op-
portunity to tie the game, 
but the Titans didn’t real-
ize the margin of the defi-
cit when Blake Lee hit a 
two point shot when time 
expired when they needed 
three points as the Hatch-
ets escaped with a 55-54 
win.

In the first quarter,  the 
Hatchets went inside early 
to Gavin Wernsing as he 
scored the Hatchets first 6 
points.  WSS then got sol-
id play from Beau Bennett 
scoring 9 points as part of 
the Hatchets 21 point first 
quarter tally.  

The Titans, meanwhile, 
had their trouble trying to 
break the Hatchets zone 
defense only managing 9 
points giving WSS a 21-9 
lead heading into the sec-
ond quarter.

In the second quarter, 
the Hatchets went to their 
main shooter as Jackson 
Miller hit four three-point-
ers scoring 12 of their 16 
points.  

The Titans kept working 
to penetrate the Hatchet 
zone getting some success 
as the duo of Blake Lee and 
Trenton Pinnell combined 
for 10 of TCT’s 12 points.  
The Hatchets went into 
the locker room with a 37-
21 lead.

See TIGERS, Page 10A See TITANS, Page 10A

State-ranked Warriors roll 
to 72-37 win over Paris
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Come join a winning team!

Check out what we have to offer at prairiepress.net

The Opportunity Bank
	  

217-465-1024

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

• Message Tom’s Fitness on Facebook 
for an appointment or call 463-2040

TOM'S FITNESS

TomsFitnessandMartialArts.com

120 E. Wood St., Paris, IL

463-2040

Sign up
NOW!

Join Tom’s Fitness 

NOW for NO money 

down!
Just get your $39 monthly ACH payment set 

up for 1/10 and we’ll waive the down payment.
Save $69! (Sale ends 1-7-19)

217-466-6921
866-384-0503

Connecting YOU to...
Shopping • work • class • medical appts •

local and regional public transportation access

Connecting YOU to...

Routes to Champaign, Mattoon, 
Danville, Terre Haute

www.ridesmtd.com

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Beef
Brisket $5.99/lb

need to take care of. We gen-
erally do very well at pressur-
ing ballhandlers and getting 
steals.”

Part of the reason why 
Tri-County is able to play 
such aggressive defense is 
the team is deep, with Mor-
risey noting he has “10 or 11 
girls” the trusts substituting 
in if needed. But bench depth 
did not save the Titans from 
the three consecutive losses 
at Charleston, in which Mor-
risey said was mainly due to 
weak finishes to games.

“We didn’t really close out 
games (at Charleston),” Mor-
risey said. “Against strong 
teams...I tell the girls that 
they can’t take a possession 
off. I tell the girls to value ev-
erything...every play matters 
if you want to win a lot of 
games.”

With roughly a month re-
maining in the regular season 
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above us in the Charleston 
Tournament,” Tingley said. 
“They have great energy and 
confidence when you watch 
them. Some of our girls know 
some of theirs from travel 
ball, so it will be one of those 
games for bragging rights.” 

Krabel had a game high 
22 points, Rigdon had 12, 

and Littleton 6. Krabel also 
grabbed 10 rebounds and 
had seven steals, while Jenna 
Gates dropped six assists.

SACRED HEART 69, PARIS 56 
On Saturday afternoon, the 

Paris girls’ basketball finished 
off their final game of a three-
day long Charleston Holiday 
Tournament with a 69-56 loss 
to the Sacred Heart Griffin 
Lady Cyclones. 

“They were a tough team to 
match up with, even in a fifth-
place game, which shows how 
deep this tournament is. We 
shot the ball really well, espe-
cially from deep, and it kept 
us in the game,” Tingley said. 

Paris took an early lead in 
the game off a Keslie Cramp-
ton three pointer, but Sacred 
Heart went on a 13-2 run to 
finish out the quarter. 

Paris finally began heat-
ing up, getting three pointers 
from Jenna Gates and Kate-
lynn Littleton. After taking 
an 18-17 lead early in the 
second, Sacred Heart went 
to their center for some deep 
shots from the baseline. Gates 
cut the score to 29-26 enter-
ing the halftime break. 

The Lady Tigers played a 
tight third quarter as a pair of 
three-pointers from Crampton 
and Madyson Rigdon were an-

swered by Sacred Heart with 
two of their own. Jenna Gates 
converted a tough foul conver-
sion for a three-point play, and 
a three-point basket several 
possessions later, but Sacred 
Heart again went to their cen-
ter for two more baskets from 
the baseline. 

Karrington Krabel opened 
the fourth with a layup to 
make it 50-47 Lady Cyclones, 
but the free throws began to 
add up for the Lady Cyclones. 
“We were focused on their 
All-Tournament point guard 
all game and their post play-
er knocked down the open 
looks we left her.” 

Jenna Gates dropped in 
four three pointers and five 
assists as part of her team-
high 19 points. After the 
game, Karrington Krabel re-
ceived a first team All-Tourna-
ment selection. 

PARIS
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before postseason play — 
Tri-County has 10 games 
left on their schedule as 
of Friday — Morrisey be-
lieves there are still plenty 
of things his team can im-
prove.

Several tough oppo-
nents await in January, 
including Champaign 
Centennial and former 
Shiloh head coach Dave 
Tingley-led Paris. 

But in what could be 
a state finals preview, the 
Titans travel to Danville 
Schlarman Thursday, Jan. 
10, to clash with the No. 
1 Hilltoppers and Notre 
Dame University commit 
Anaya Peoples.

“If we take care of what 
we can take care of, we can 
go as far as we want to go 
(in the postseason),” Mor-
risey said. “I tell our se-
niors that their high school 
careers, they’ll never get 
back, so I’m telling them to 
leave it all out on the line.”

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

TITANS
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The Titans clamped down 
on the defensive end in the 
third quartwer, holding the 
Hatchets to just 10 points.  
Clay Tabbert scored 8 of 
those points as the Titans 
held Miller scoreless in the 
frame.  

TCT kept breaking down 
the WSS zone and getting 
to the free throw line as the 
Hatchets got into foul trou-
ble.  The inside-outside game 
led to 13 Titan points and cut 
the deficit to just 13 points at 
47-34 heading into the final 

eight minutes.
That momentum carried 

over the final stanza.
The Titans kept the pres-

sure on the Hatchets forcing 
them into bad shots and tran-
sitional points cutting the 
lead all the way down to 54-
52 in the final moments.  

After Wernsing made his 
first of two free throws to 
make the score 55-52, he 
missed the second one twith 
the rebounds going to TCT. 

In the final seconds, Lee 
made a drive towards the 
basket with a little over two 
seconds left and put up a shot 
from about 10 feet that went 

in as time expired.  
However, the Titans need-

ed three points to tie instead 
of two which gave the Hatch-
ets the one point win giving 
them third place and placing 
the Titans in fourth.

The Titans went 21 of 65 
for 32.3 percent and 7 of 10 
from the line for 70 percent.  
The Titans had their best 
night of handling the ball 
only turning it over five times.  
Blake Lee finished with 15 
points while Mitch Pollock 
added 14 in the loss.  Pollock 
and Mason Hutchinson were 
selected for the  All-Tourna-
ment team.

The Hatchets went 20 of 
45 for 44.4 percent and 10 of 
16 from the line for 62.5 per-
cent.  Jackson Milller — the 
tournament’s Most Valuable 
Player — led the way with 17 
points while fellow All-Tour-
nament team member Beau 
Bennett added 13 and Clay 
Tabbert finished with 12.  
One hiccup for WSS was 
turnovers as they coughed up 
the ball 18 times.

The Titans (11-6) will 
travel to Chrisman on Satur-
day night to face the Chris-
man Cardinals.  Tip off is set 
for 6 p.m. at Chrisman High 
School.

TIGERS
FROM PAGE 9A

points on 12 of 17 shoot-
ing.

A made basket from behind 
the arc by Sullivan trimmed 
the deficit to 41-20 with 4:40 
remaining in the third quar-
ter. The Warriors then opened 
up an 18-6 run to end the pe-
riod leading 59-26.

Casey kept their foot on the 
gas in the opening minutes of 
the fourth quarter as they ex-
ploded onto a 9-0 run. Hutch-
ings was able to make several 
shots from around the floor, 
including a deep three-point-
er but it was not enough as 
Casey went on to win the 
game 72-37.

Hutchings led the team 
with 15 points and six re-
bounds. Brouwer scored 

eight points in the contest. 
Sullivan went 2 for 4 from be-
hind the arc to total six points. 
Senior Colton Landrum and 
sophomore JR Brinkenhoff 
each scored two points in the 
game. Sophomore Garrett 
King scored two points on a 
pair of free throws.

“They are a really good 
team and we knew that going 
in,” Nugent said “We are go-
ing to watch this film, get on 
the court (in practice) and get 
better.”

Paris hosts Arthur on Mon-
day at 6:15 p.m. Casey-West-
field faces a tough Teutopolis 
at 5 p.m. today.

PARIS 54, WESTVILLE 31
KANSAS — For the third 

consecutive year, the Paris Ti-
gers captured the champion-
ship trophy in the Tri-County 

Holiday Tournament with a 
54-31 victory over the West-
ville Tigers Saturday, Dec. 29.

The Tigers led from the 
opening tip, and actually 
stretched their lead after every 
quarter. 

At the end of the first, Paris 
led 12-7. The Tigers then held 
Westville to just one made 
basket in the second period 
to take a 22-11 advantage at 
the half. 

An 11-10 third quarter al-
lowed coach Shawn Nugent 
to empty his bench in the 
fourth. Nine Tigers reached 
the scoring column on Sat-
urday night en route to the 
crown.

Mason Hutchings led 
the way with a game-high 
13 points. JT Johnson and 
JR Brinkerhoff came off the 
bench to add 8 points each  

— all in the second half. 
Colton Landrum added 7 
points, Logan Rhoads and 
all-tournament selection Mat-
thew Brouwer had 6 points 
each, and Garrett King, Bryce 
Gladding, and Jude Sullivan 
each had 2. 

Nugent was understand-
ably proud of his squad 
during the week. 

“I thought our kids really 
got better each game. I could 
say a good thing or two about 
everyone on our roster,” the 
Tiger coach noted. “I am also 
proud of the way our junior 
varsity team played through-
out the tournament. Going 
1-3 in the tourney is a big 
accomplishment for those 
guys.” 

Paris, now 6-10 on the sea-
son, will return to action on 
Monday as they host Arthur.

Late 3 lifts Pacers over Bulls 119-116
CHICAGO (AP) — Vic-

tor Oladipo made a 3-point-
er from just above the top 
of the arc with 0.3 seconds 
left in overtime to give the 
Indiana Pacers their sixth 
straight victory, 119-116 
over the Chicago Bulls on 
Friday night.

Oladipo had 36 points 
and seven rebounds, and 
Domantas Sabonis added 23 
points and 12 rebounds in 
the first game of a five-game 
trip.

Chicago’s Zach LaVine hit 
a 3-pointer from the corner, 
but after time ran out in the 
extra period.

LaVine led Chicago with 
31 points. He made two 
3-pointers in the closing mo-
ments of regulation to tie it 
at 105 and send it overtime. 
He hit the first 3 with 17.3 
seconds left from outside 
the left side of the arc, then 
knotted it with 3.9 seconds 
remaining from almost the 
same spot.

Indiana’s Thaddeus Young 
had 16 points, including sev-
eral key baskets down the 
stretch in the fourth quarter, 
to help the Pacers overcame 
an early 12-point deficit.

Lauri Markkanen had 27 
points, and Kris Dunn had 

16 points and 17 assists for 
Chicago.

Chicago led 78-75 heading 
into the fourth quarter, but 
Indiana grabbed a six-point 
lead with 1:12 left when Sab-
onis hit a pair of free throws. 
LaVine then tied it

TRADE FALLOUT
Guards MarShon Brooks 

and Wayne Selden Jr., ac-
quired by the Bulls in a trade 
Thursday that sent guard 
Justin Holiday to Memphis, 
have not yet joined Chicago. 
The Grizzlies also sent sec-
ond-round picks in 2019 and 
2020 to the rebuilding Bulls. 

Chicago waived guard Cam-
eron Payne in another move.

“What we did last night 
was consistent with our 
direction,” Executive Vice 
President-Basketball Op-
erations John Paxson said 
before Friday. “Getting 
the two second-round 
picks was important to us. 
We’re going to keep Wayne 
Selden. He’s a young player 
and we’ll see what he devel-
ops into. It’s a deal we felt 
we had to make.”

Coach Jim Boylen wasn’t 
yet sure where the 24-year-
old Selden, whom he called 
a “big thick dude,”will fit in.
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Alabama vs. Clemson Part IV Monday
BY RALPH D. RUSSO
AP College Football Writer

SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) — 
Clemson and Alabama are 
playing in the College Foot-
ball Playoff for the fourth 
straight season, and the third 
time for the national champi-
onship.

The winner Monday will 
become the first 15-0 FBS 
champion.

With the help of SEC Net-
work analyst Cole Cubelic, a 
former Auburn offensive line-
man, a breakdown of some of 
the key matchups that could 
decide Tide-Tigers Part IV.

CLEMSON ON LINE
There are few one-on-one 

matchups where Alabama is 
ever going to be at a disad-
vantage. Clemson’s defensive 
line might be good enough 
to capitalize on some small 
vulnerability even without 
suspended 340-pound run 
stuffer Dexter Lawrence.

Tigers All-America defen-
sive tackle Christian Wilkins 
against Alabama left guard 
Lester Cotton is a place where 
the Tigers can win one-on-
one.

“Wilkins is a player who 
has really good quickness 
inside. Could be very disrup-
tive against a player who was 
benched in the middle of the 
season for a younger player 
that came in and sort of took 
his spot and is now suspend-
ed and not going to play,” 
Cubelic said.

Deonte Brown was sus-
pended for an undisclosed 
NCAA violation, Alabama 
coach Nick Saban has said.

Alabama right tackle Jed-
rick Wills has occasionally 
had some problems in pass 
protection. The Tide might 
need to provide some help for 
the sophomore to deal with 
Clemson’s defensive ends, 
whether it’s All-American 
Clelin Ferrell, Cotton Bowl 
defensive MVP Austin Bryant 
or freshman Xavier Thom-
as, who looks like Clemson’s 
next great pass rusher.

Clemson leads the nation 
with 52 sacks, led by Ferrell 
with 11½ and Bryant with 
eight, including two against 
Notre Dame. The Tigers also 
lead the nation in yards per 
play allowed at 4.05.

Cubelic said he would ex-
pect Clemson to rely on the 
defensive line to hold its own 
against the run and commit 
more players to coverage. It 
sounds weird to say of Ala-
bama, but challenging this 
Tide team to run the ball is 
probably the way to go.

“They’re kind of greedy,” 
Cubelic said of Alabama’s 
offense, led by quarterback 
Tua Tagovailoa. “They know 
they’re really good throw-
ing the ball. They know they 
have an elite quarterback 
and elite wide receivers. Why 
not go out there and pitch it 
around?”

Tagovailoa, the Heisman 
runner-up, has a 205.19 pass-
er efficiency rating, which 

would break Baker Mayfield’s 
single-season record from last 
year.

Senior Albert Huggins 
played well filling in for Law-
rence against Notre Dame, 
but the junior is more likely to 
be missed this week.

“He’s probably one of the 
best linemen in college foot-
ball, no doubt, in terms of 
his production and his per-
formance,” Saban said. “He’s 
played really well against us in 
the past.”

Q RATING
If there was a defensive 

player with a case to the win 
the Heisman Trophy this 
season, Alabama’s Quinnen 
Williams was the guy. He has 
hardly been slowed down 
and it’s doubtful Clemson 
center Justin Falcinelli, an All-
ACC player, and guards John 
Simpson, Gage Cervenka and 
Sean Pollard will be a physical 

match for the future top-five 
NFL draft pick.

Williams, an All-American 
and Outland Trophy win-
ner, plays differently than the 
recent dominant Tide nose 
guards such as Terrence Cody 
and Daron Payne. Williams 
often lines up in one gap, and 
then shoots into another gap 
or works his way from one 
shoulder of a blocker to the 
other. Clemson uses a lot 
of zone- and gap-blocking 
schemes, where its linemen 
are assigned to block a partic-
ular space rather than a man.

“The scheme is not very 
friendly to handle not only 
a guy as talented as Quin-
nen Williams, but the way he 
plays,” Cubelic said.

The 295-pound Williams 
had 18 tackles for loss, includ-
ing eight sacks.

FLUSTERING THE FRESHMAN
Clemson freshman quar-

terback Trevor Lawrence has 
all the physical gifts. From 
that standpoint, he is ready 
for Alabama. The challenge 
against the Tide for Lawrence 
will be as much mental as 
physical.

Alabama’s overwhelming 
talent sometimes overshad-
ows just how well-coached 
the players are. The Tide 
doesn’t make many mistakes 
and Saban’s defenses throw a 
lot at quarterbacks.

“The windows are going 
to close faster,” Cubelic said. 
“The pressure is going to be 
applied more quickly. The de-
cisions are going to have to be 
made faster.”

Lawrence has completed 
65.5 percent of his passes, 
with 27 touchdown passes 
and only four interceptions.

An underrated part of Law-
rence’s game is his mobility, 
but he hasn’t used it much 
until late in the season. He 

has 86 yards on 10 carries in 
the last three regular-season 
games. Swinney said he’d like 
to see Lawrence take off more.

“Sometimes people will 
drop and play coverage and 
receivers will have to work 
and work and work to try to 
get open and he’s confident he 
can rip it there,” Swinney said.

Because Alabama is so 
good up front with Williams, 
Raekwon Davis and Isaiah 
Buggs (team-high 9.5 sacks), 
it is likely Lawrence will see 
a lot of seven- and eight-man 
coverage and get some oppor-
tunities to run.

“If Alabama is going to give 
you anything, you damn well 
better take it,” Cubelic said.

Alabama’s excellent pass 

rush has helped bring along 
a secondary that relies on tal-
ented but inexperienced cor-
ners such as freshman Patrick 
Surtain.

“I don’t know how good 
the Alabama secondary is,” 
Cubelic said. “And I don’t 
think anybody else really 
knows.”

Clemson has a versatile 
group of receivers with Tee 
Higgins (11 touchdowns) 
and Justyn Ross (eight touch-
downs) both checking in at 
6-foot-4, Amari Rogers (four 
touchdowns), who is built 
like a running back, and se-
nior Hunter Renfrow, who 
has scored four touchdowns 
in two previous champion-
ship games against Alabama.

Special to The Prairie Press

 In this Sept. 15, 2018, file photo, Alabama quarterback Tua Tagovailoa (13) sets up to pass behind 
the block of offensive lineman Lester Cotton Sr. (66) during the first half of an NCAA college 
football game against Mississippi in Oxford, Miss. There are few one-on-one matchups where 
Alabama is ever going to be a disadvantage in the College Football Playoff championship game 
against Alabama. Clemson’s defensive line might be good enough to capitalize on some small 
vulnerability even without suspended 340-pound run stuffer Dexter Lawrence. Tigers All-America 
defensive tackle Christian Wilkins against Alabama left guard Cotton is a place where the Tigers 
can win one-on-one.
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Bears rolling into first playoffs in 8 years 
LAKE FOREST, Ill. (AP) 

— The Chicago Bears are 
rolling into their first playoff 
appearance in eight years, 
with nine wins in 10 games 
and their sights set on a bigger 
prize after capturing the NFC 
North.

“This is where it gets real,” 
coach Matt Nagy said Mon-
day.

From four straight last-
place finishes to hosting a 
wild-card matchup against 
the defending Super Bowl 
champion Philadelphia Ea-
gles, it’s been quite a trans-
formation for the Bears over 
the past 12 months. A busy 
offseason that started with 
former coach John Fox get-
ting fired and ended with the 
blockbuster trade for Khalil 
Mack has paid off in a big way.

Now, it seems anything is 
possible. But as far as Nagy 
is concerned, it’s business as 
usual this week.

“Don’t stay up later at night 
just because it’s the playoffs,” 
he said. “Why? Just do the 
normal stuff that you’ve been 
doing. It’s been working. Why 
do you need to change it now, 
because it’s the playoffs? No, 
just continue to do what you 
do.”

What the Bears (12-4) are 
doing seems to be working 
quite well. They more than 

doubled their win total after 
going 5-11 a year ago while 
posting their best regular-sea-
son record since the 2006 
team went 13-3 and reached 
the Super Bowl.

The Bears refused to let up 
in a 24-10 victory at Minne-
sota that knocked the Vikings 
out of the playoffs. They went 
with quarterback Mitchell 
Trubisky the whole way and 
only held out previously in-
jured starters.

With Philadelphia also 
beating Washington, the Ea-
gles claimed the final wild 
card over the Vikings. That 
sets up a playoff matchup 
with no shortage of story 
lines, starting with Nagy go-
ing against his friend Doug 
Pederson. The two worked 
together under Andy Reid in 
Philadelphia and Kansas City.

Trubisky will be making 
his first playoff appearance, 
and there will be brothers on 

opposite sides — Bears guard 
Kyle Long and Eagles defen-
sive end Chris Long.

“I’m happy for both of us 
and proud of him,” Kyle Long 
said Sunday, after returning 
from a right foot injury that 
caused him to miss eight 
games. “They’ve had a tough 
start and they’ve battled back 
and they have an incredibly 
talented team, so it’s going to 
be a tough game at home.”

It’s been a tough road back 

to the playoffs for Chicago.
The drought cost three 

coaches their jobs and led to 
shrinking crowds as fans’ frus-
tration mounted. Chicago is 
making its first playoff appear-
ance since the 2010 season, 
when it won the division and 
lost to Green Bay in the NFC 
title game.

The Bears fired Lovie Smith 
after going 10-6 in 2012 and 
continued to unravel from 
there. Marc Trestman last-
ed two seasons. Fox was let 
go after three seasons with a 
14-34 record, a .292 winning 
percentage that ranked as the 
second-lowest in franchise 
history.

But look at the Bears now.
A team that started the 

season by blowing a 20-point 
lead against an injured Aaron 
Rodgers in a loss at Green Bay 
has its sights set on a Super 
Bowl run.

The Bears gave up a league-
low 17.7 points per game 
during the regular season and 
ranked third in total defense. 
No team forced as many 
turnovers (36) or intercept-
ed as many passes (27). And 
though the offense has been 
inconsistent in Nagy’s first 
year, there has been growth, 
particularly from Trubisky. 
He has a 109.7 rating over the 
past three games, completing 

just under 76 percent of his 
passes for three touchdowns 
without an interception.

“I am very proud of this 
team,” Trubisky said. “This 
was a big turnaround from 
last year, being in the same 
locker room with these guys 
but having a whole differ-
ent feeling. ... Looking back, 
we have got 12 wins and we 
are playing at home in the 
playoffs, and we are excited 
for this next opportunity. If 
we keep doing what we are 
doing, hopefully we can do 
something special and keep 
rolling.”

NOTES
Nagy said he hopes Long 

can play the entire game af-
ter being in for 27 snaps on 
Sunday. ... Nagy sounded 
optimistic WR Allen Robin-
son (ribs), S Eddie Jackson 
(ankle) and LB Aaron Lynch 
(elbow) will be available after 
missing the Minnesota game. 
“I’m hoping they’re all ready 
to go,” he said. ... Nagy also 
downplayed the left shoulder 
injury WR Anthony Miller 
suffered against the Vikings, 
saying there’s “nothing signifi-
cant there.” WR Taylor Gabri-
el also hurt his ribs, and DE 
Roy Robertson-Harris had “a 
little whiplash from enemy 
fire,” Nagy said.

Special to The Prairie Press

The Chicago Bears defense has been dominating all season long. The Bears, who host the Phila-
delphia Eagles in the NFC Wildcard game Sunday, have put togethwr the best record at 12-4 since 
2006 — when the team reached the Super Bowl and fell to Peyton Manning and the Indianapolis 
Colts. 

Who remembers the 1988 Fog Bowl?
PHILADELPHIA (AP) 

— Buddy Ryan’s feud with 
Mike Ditka dominated head-
lines when the Philadelphia 
Eagles returned to the playoffs 
following a six-year absence 
to play the Chicago Bears on 
New Year’s Eve 1988.

Then weather stole the 
show.

Late in the second quarter 
with the Bears leading 17-6, 
things got weird. A dense fog 
rolled in off Lake Michigan 
and seeped into Soldier Field.

“I remember looking to the 
left side of the field and we 
thought the stadium was on 
fire because it was that thick 
and it was billowing over the 

side of the wall,” former Ea-
gles middle linebacker Mike 
Reichenbach recalled this 
week. “It was like a horror 
movie. It kind of engulfed the 
stadium in no time.”

CBS play-by-play an-
nouncer Verne Lundquist 
and analyst Terry Bradshaw 
couldn’t see the field from the 
booth. Fans in the stands had 
no idea what was happening.

“It’s eerie,” Lundquist said 
on the broadcast before Brad-
shaw explained how warm 
weather — the temperature 
was in the mid-30s — mixed 
with cold water from the lake 
created the fog.

The fog grew thicker after 

halftime and it became 
more difficult for players 
and fans at the game to see 
anything. Viewers couldn’t 
see the action on televi-
sion even though CBS 
switched to its sideline 
cameras.

Reichenbach said he 
had to run over to Ryan on 
the sideline to get the de-
fensive calls before going 
back to relay it in the hud-
dle. But the game contin-
ued despite poor visibility.

When the officials met 
for a discussion in the end 
zone, Ryan sent Reichen-
bach over to find out what 
they were thinking.

Nagy’s worked hard to find success
LAKE FOREST, Ill. (AP) 

— One more victory to fin-
ish the regular season was in 
the books and that meant the 
party was on at “Club Dub.”

The Chicago Bears were 
swaying and jumping and 
pumping their fists as the 
strobe lights flashed and 
“Swag Surfing” by Fast Life 
Yungstaz blasted through the 
visitors’ locker room at Min-
nesota.

The video then cut to 
coach Matt Nagy leading his 
players as they raised their 
right arms and thrusted them 
toward the ground.

“Boom!” they yelled.

“One more!” Nagy 
screamed.

“Boom!”
“And another!” he yelled 

again.
“Boom!”
“Ooh, that feels good!” 

Nagy said.
How could it not?
The Bears (12-4) have 

been lowering the boom on 
just about everyone they 
have faced in their first season 
under Nagy, a magical ride 
where the next stop is Sunday 
when they host defending 
Super Bowl champion Phil-
adelphia in their first playoff 
game in eight years. Chicago 

comes in with an NFC North 
title after four straight last-
place finishes, nine wins in 10 
games and a belief that any-
thing is possible.

Nagy inherited what 
looked like a major rebuild 
when he became the Bears’ 
16th head coach. Chicago 
went 14-34 the previous 
three seasons under John Fox 
and won 13 games in two 
years under Marc Trestman.

But Nagy already has more 
victories than any other rook-
ie coach in franchise history. 
Beyond that, he has made 
Sundays fun again in Chica-
go. 
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Sometimes accomplishing 
a mission impossible is deter-
mined by simply knowing the 

right person.
One 

of life’s 
enjoyable 
privileges 
is living in 
a neigh-
borhood 
occupied 
by friend-
ly folks, 
especially if 

they enjoy congregating and 
visiting. Neighbors seek any 
excuse, say special occasions 
like birthdays, graduations, 
retirement, TGIF or it’s 5 
o’clock somewhere. They 
gather in someone’s back yard 
for a wiener roast, burger grill 
out, fish fry, barbecue or even 
a lobster fest.

Yes, a lobster fest, right here 
in the heart of Corn Belt coun-
try – Paris. There’s a group 
that pulled it off in spectacular 
fashion.  

I’m not talking about frozen 
lobster tails. I mean Atlantic 
Ocean – Cape Cod, Massa-
chusetts. No less than 80 of the 
delectable crustaceans, taken 
from fishermen’s traps in the 
morning and delivered free of 
charge, compliments of Uncle 
Sam. How did they accom-
plish the feat? They simply 
called Pete, one of the conge-
nial neighbors. He promised 
them he could do it, despite a 
few complicated logistics.

What’s amazing is the deci-
sion to effect this lobster fest 
wasn’t decided until afternoon. 
A coordinated effort secured a 
cauldron, supply of firewood 
and volunteers to bring tables, 
chairs, food and drinks. At 
2 p.m. they phoned Pete to 
request the lobsters.

“You don’t give me much 
time,” he laughed. “I’m in 
Lubbock, Texas. It’s a pregnant 
idea, though. I’ll deliver the 
lobsters by 6:30 or 7.”

So to set this story straight, 
Pete needed to travel from 
Texas to Massachusetts, pick 
up 80 live lobsters, then hustle 
to Paris and be there by sup-
pertime. Believe me, he did it.

The key to understanding 
this challenge is to realize 
that Pete was an Air National 
Guard jet pilot. He flew a 
really hot F-4 Phantom, a very 
powerful fighter-bomber that 
could rake at speeds up to 
1,600 mph if one put pedal to 
metal. If you think flying to the 
East Coast to fetch lobsters for 
a neighborhood picnic doesn’t 
exactly qualify as a military 
mission, think again. Every 
pilot is required to log minimal 
flying time each month. A 
flight such as this qualified as 
cross-country navigational 
training. That’s why he flew 
from Terre Haute, Indiana, to 
Texas in the first place.

Once in Massachusetts, the 
lobsters were neatly bound 
and placed in storage com-
partments aboard the aircraft. 
From there the F-4 smoked 
a red-hot trail back to Terre 
Haute where good ol’ Pete 
loaded the precious cargo 
aboard his personal vehicle 
and motored the final leg of 
his journey to Paris. The pilot 
and lobsters arrived in timely 
fashion. Trustworthy men 
had the firewood blazing and 
the kettle boiling. Everyone 
enjoyed delicious lobsters and 
all the trimmings.

This story reminds me of 
my little grandson Jesse. Two 
years ago he was introduced 
to lobsters in Maine. He 
voraciously ate more than his 
share. I’ll add that my family 
ordered a platter of Rocky 
Mountain oysters in Nebraska. 
Each family member sampled 
one each, but Jesse, age five 
then, cleaned the heap and 
wanted more.  

A big batch of mountain 
oysters – now that’s a sump-
tuous delicacy for a neigh-
borhood feast where every 
attendee has a ball.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright is 
a retired schoolteacher and story-
teller. Contact him at The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Main, Paris, Ill., 
61944.)
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delivery

See REYNOLDS, Page 2B

The human brain is plastic 
or moldable to the events peo-
ple experience while growing 
up, both individually and 
generationally.

Every 15 to 20 years we 
see a new generation with 
a unique value system. The 
Silent Generation, those born 
between 1925 and 1945, was 
molded by the Great De-
pression and World War II. 
Baby Boomers born 1946 to 
1965 are reaching retirement 
age and followed by Gen-X 
born between 1965 and 1980. 
Young working adults born 
between 1980 and 1995 are 
termed Millennials. Growing 
up during the ’90s boom, 
Millennials are changing the 
workplace by putting more 
emphasis on personal time, 
show less loyalty to work and 
change jobs more often.

Current youth, born after 
1995, are labeled the iGener-
ation. They are now in middle 
school through college or just 
graduated. They will make up 

33 percent of the US popula-
tion by 2020. Like every group 
before, they are unique.

Mem-
bers of the 
iGeneration 
are the first 
true digital 
natives 
having nev-
er known 
a world 
without the 
Internet. 
Their defin-

ing device is the smartphone. 
Introduced in 2007, there 
has never been a technology 
adopted so quickly. 

It took only four years for 
smartphone sales to catch 
classic cells. In 2018, they 
made up 80 percent of the cell 
market for all ages. Accord-
ing to Pew Research, Apple 
dominates the U.S. market 
with a 65 percent market share 
compared to 35 percent for 
Android. Worldwide Android 
leads but the split follows 

national wealth. Apple owns 
the affluent countries.

For teens, Apple represents 
82 percent of the market share, 
when it was 61 percent in 
2014. Apple is the IT device, 
through branding, and the 
social media teens crave just-
works on iOS. 

Data shows 95 percent of 
teens have access to a smart-
phone, which may be the great 
equalizer. Adoption of the de-
vice is constant across race and 
even economic status. Teens 
self-rate as 45 percent being 
online almost constantly, up 
from 24 percent in 2014. 

The amount of time Amer-
icans spend on smartphones 
doubled between 2013 and 
2016 to five hours per day. 
For teens, the average is nine 
hours a day using screen-
based media. Members of the 
iGeneration spend more time 
on their phone than they do in 
school, with their families or 
doing any other waking activi-
ty. Such saturation is bound to 

have effects. 
Humans are prone to 

distraction by nature, and 
smartphones are addictive by 
design. They demand atten-
tion with flashing lights and 
buzzing notifications to signal 
a new message. Teens are pres-
sured to keep a Snap Streak 
going. They get points for each 
friend they trade Snaps with 
during each 24-hour period.

Psychologist Jean M. 
Twenge researches genera-
tional change. She document-
ed a change around 2012 with 
abrupt shifts in teen behaviors 
and emotional states. She said, 
“…reaching back to the 1930s, 
…never seen anything like it.”

Our plastic brain creates 
new neural pathways to 
accommodate new behaviors 
and allows unused pathways to 
atrophy. Social media delivers 
precisely the kind of sensory 
and cognitive stimuli shown 
to result in strong alterations 
in brain circuits. As our brains 
create and use neural connec-

tions to surf media, pathways 
for deep reading and in-person 
interactions atrophy. The good 
news is while slower with age, 
the brain can always build new 
connections.

The average age for getting 
a smartphone is 10.3 years 
old. That’s when students are 
in fourth grade. Parents want 
to know their child is safe and 
can always get help anytime. 
They’re also aware of the 
social stigma. Even the most 
economically disadvantaged 
sacrifice to make sure their kid 
has a smartphone.

Fifty-seven percent more 
teens were sleep deprived in 
2015 than 1991. Teens sleep 
with the phone under their 
pillow or beside them. They 
check social media right be-
fore they go to sleep, and reach 
for their phone as soon as they 
wake up. During the day, just 
try to take a phone away from 
a teenager. For an insight, 
chaperone a junior high 

Technology molding brains in new generation
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My daughter served an Ital-
ian meal for Christmas Eve. I 
have nothing against lasagna. 
Some of my 
best friends 
eat lasagna. 
Tony 
“the Fish” 
Capote, 
comes to 
mind, but, 
alas, he met 
his demise 
face down 
in a plate of 
pastrami.

The traditional foods for 
Christmas include mashed 
potatoes, noodles, green 
bean casserole, dressing, 
cranberries, ham or turkey, 
gravy, dressing, rolls and pie. 
What possessed my, normally, 
sane daughter to serve Italian 
dishes?

In a desperate attempt 
to dissuade her, I called, 
protesting. No, she said, 
emphatically, I am going to go 
with something different this 
year. She reads the Bible daily, 
so I hit her with the honor thy 
father thing.

Italian, it is – and live with it, 
she replied.

I wish Donald Trump had 
been around when Italians 
immigrated to America. No 
Italians, no Italian foods (well, 
perhaps allowances could be 
made for spaghetti and meat 
balls). Native Americans 
would have been thrilled if 
Christopher Columbus had 
not shown up.

Eventually, giving into the 
inevitable, I sought refuge in 
mashed potatoes, urging her 
to relent, given my affection 
for spuds. “How about Italian 
mashed potatoes?” That went 
over like a cold cacciatore.

Over a period of three days, 
I waged a relentless campaign 
for mashed potatoes. Forget 
the noodles, dressing, gravy, 
turkey or ham, rolls and cran-
berries, I told her, just give me 
the mashed potatoes.

The issue was settled by 
my wife, who – compassion-
ate as she is – made mashed 
potatoes, and bought them 
to the dinner. My son, who 
will now inherit my financial 
empire, showed up with Italian 
mashed potatoes.

As for my daughter, she 
will have to do with a brus-
chetta, some antipasti and 
salami. I might even toss in 
some panatela, but that is as 
far as I will go. One can only 
push a potato-loving dad so 
far.

My ancestors were Irish 
(26 percent) and Viking 
(45 percent) according to 
Ancestry.com. After I eat 
potatoes, I have the urge to 
plant potatoes, or pillage and 
plunder. When I get that way, 
my wife tells me to take out 
the garbage.

My love of potatoes goes 
back to my childhood. My 

What 
happened 
to the 
potatoes?

Special to The Prairie Press

Paris native Hayley Dorsett is the reigning Mrs. Southwest Indiana. Dorsett 
resides in Vincennes, Ind.

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS

A former Paris woman is the 
Mrs. Southwest Indiana and will 
be competing in the Mrs. Indiana 
Pageant later this spring.

Paris native Hayley Dorsett, 
currently of Vincennes, became Mrs. 
Southwest Indiana 2019 this past 
August. As Mrs. Southwest Indiana, 
she will represent Knox County for 
the second time at the Mrs. Indiana 
Pageant in South Bend, Ind., May 4. 
This past April Dorsett competed as 
Mrs. Knox County Indiana 2018 and 
placed third runner-up in the state 
pageant. 

Dorsett is the daughter of  Scott 
Young and April Walls. Her younger 
sister is Mallorie Young. Grandparents 
are Buddy and Wanda Walls and Nor-
val and Louisa Jeanne Young. 

“My entire family is still in Paris and 
my in-laws are in Newman, so we visit 
quite often,” Dorsett said. “I came back 
for the Honeybee Festival Pageant this 
past year as well, and I was the 2007 
Honeybee Festival Queen and Miss 
Congeniality.”

If selected as the winner, Dorsett 
will represent the state of Indiana 
at Mrs. America Pageant in August, 
2019, in Las Vegas, Nevada. The Mrs. 
America Pageant is a beauty compe-
tition established to honor married 
women throughout the United States. 
Each of the contestants representing 
the 50 states and the District of Co-
lumbia range in age from their 20s to 
50s. They earn the right to participate 
in the national event by winning the 
state competition. The Mrs. America 
Organization recently expanded by 
opening a new division in compe-
tition titled Miss for America, open 
to any single, divorced or widowed 
woman over the age of 21. The state 
events are under the direction of Mrs. 
America state directors. The winner 
competes in the Mrs. World pageant. 

Dorsett and her family relocated 
to Vincennes following her husband’s 
military service in 2015. She is 
currently a behavioral health specialist 
through Wexford Health Services 
at the Wabash Valley Correctional 
Facility, a full-time master’s degree 
student at Indiana Wesleyan 
University pursuing dual licensure in 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 
and Addictions Counseling and is 
the co-founder and co-director of 
the Military Sweetheart Pageant 
Organization. Her husband is retired 
SSG Skyler Dorsett with the United 
States Army. He was a recruiter for 
more than three years after serving six 
as an infantryman, being deployed to 
Afghanistan twice where he received a 
Purple Heart. He is enrolled at Roger’s 
Academy of Hair Design pursuing a 
career as a barber. Hayley and Skyler 
have two children — Averly, 7, a 
second-grade student at South Knox 
Elementary and Marcus, 3, a student 
at Kingdom Kids Childcare Ministry. 
The family includes a service dog 
from Dog’s Helping Heroes for Skyler 
Dorsett named Lyric, a three-year-old 
Belgian Malinois. 

As Mrs. Southwest Indiana, Dorsett 
promotes married women, family 
relationships, and gives back to the 
community by volunteering at events 
and functions, going to parades and 
schools, and speaking to the media. 

“After proving to myself and 
married women across the state that 
so many wonderful things can be 
accomplished when you believe in 
yourself and lead by example, I want 
to claim the title of Mrs. Indiana 
America and continue to spread the 

message that anything is possible 
with a little bit of luck, and a lot of 
hard work,” she said. Her service is 
geared around her platform of “More 
Than Just an Army Wife,” focusing 
on strengthening physical and mental 
health, strengthening families and 
strengthening marriages.

In addition to many events in Knox 
County and the Vincennes area, 
Dorsett has also donated infant angel 
gowns on behalf of Marleigh’s Ministry 
to the Carle Foundation Hospital 

NICU in Urbana. Other events  she 
attended were the Be at Ease event for 
Dogs Helping Heroes in Louisville, 
Ky., the Ride for a Cause event for 
Dogs Helping Heroes in Clarksville, 
Ind., the Military Sweetheart Pageant 
in Vincennes, Christmas in Paris 
Parade in Paris and Wreaths Across 
America at the Vincennes, Ind., 
cemeteries.

Dorsett is sponsored by several 
businesses including the Diepholz 
Auto Group of Paris.

Reaching for her crown

Special to The Prairie Press

Hayley Dorsett is the daughter of Scott Young and April Walls and the grand-
daughter of Buddy and Wanda Walls and Norval and Jeanne Young.
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Newspapers reach 74% of Internet users in  
an average week across multiple platforms and devices.

More than 161 million adults read newspapers  
in print, online and on mobile devices in the past week.

Multiple platforms are used by 54% of consumers 
who access newspaper content in an average week.

Newspaper media consumers act on newspaper 
digital ads – 66% took action on an ad in the past month.

Newspaper circulars are used by 73%  
of newspaper media users in an average month.

Source: Frank N. Magid Associates Inc., 2012 Newspaper Multiplatform Usage Study; Scarborough Research

Anytime,  
anywhere.

Reach desirable audiences on trusted media brands.

Newspaper Media: In Print. Online. Anytime.

www.newspapermedia.com

In print. Online. On-the-go.

No one covers Edgar County like

Now online!

www.prairiepress.net
KNOWLEDGE IS FREE —  

AND DELIVERED 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 

Winter Hours

217-826-8831

Winter Wine 
& Dine 

January 15, 6 p.m. 
RESERVATIONS AVAILABLE!
Also, taking reservations for 

Valentine’s  Day dinner

Thursday and Friday 11 a.m.-8 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m.-8 p.m.,  Sunday 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Closed Monday-Wednesday

REYNOLDS
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school dance. There are no 
wallflowers, they’re all just 
faces lit by screen-glow, even 
when out on the floor.

Baby Boomers, Gen-X and, 
to some extent Millennieals, 
use Facebook and Pinterest 
as the social media of choice. 
These are fixed message 
boards for staying in touch 
with family or to pin ideas on 
but the platforms are too static 
for the hopped-up iGeners. 

Snapchat and Instagram are 
the top social apps for teens. 
Snapchat surpassed Facebook 

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

mother filled my baby bottles 
with potato soup. She cradled 
me in her arms and sang a few 
lines of the potato song:

   PotaTo potaTo potaTo
   Potato Potato Potato   

        Potato
   PoTato poTato poTato
   PotaTo potaTo potaTo
When you think about it, 

it does not make much sense. 
An Irishman staggering home 
from the pub, as history has 
it, composed the potato song. 
A few pints of ale and whisky, 
and an Irishman gets down-

Special to The Prairie Press

Mary Lou Wright of Paris celebrated her 80th birthday with a 
surprise early morning coffee with family and friends at the Edgar 
County Airport. Wright is the president of the Edgar County Fair 
Board and active in a variety of community and agricultural groups.

Beginning Genealogy 
classes start in 2019
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. — 
The Wabash Valley Genealogy 
Society (WVGS) is offering a 
series of classes to help indi-
viduals begin their family his-
tory quest.  

The Beginning Genealogy 
Classes are on Tuesday eve-
nings. Meeting dates are: Feb. 
19, 26, Mar 05, 12, 19 and 26, 
2019. 

Classes are held in the low-
er level conference rooms A, 
B and C in the Vigo County 
Public Library in Terre Haute, 
IN.  Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
(EST) with the classes run-
ning from 6-8 p.m. (EST).

There is a fee for the classes 
which includes all materials, a 
one-year free membership in 
the Wabash Valley Genealogy 
Society and a year’s subscrip-
tion to the WVGS newsletter, 
“Wabash Valley Generations”.  
Class size is limited to 30 so 
register soon.

Registration costs are: 
• $25 for a single non-

WVGS member with the 
newsletter sent by email;

• $35 for two non-WVGS 
members; $10.00 for a single 
WVGS member; and

• $15 for two WVGS mem-
bers at the same household or 
address.

The classes are designed 
for a broad audience.  Anyone 
new to genealogy and fami-
ly history research will get a 

in 2016 and continues to add 
age 12 to 17 users, while Face-
book loses that cohort. Teens 
prefer the visual, rapid-paced 
group messaging apps. It fits 
the adolescent brain, but it is 
hard-wiring them into that 
age of development. They are 
growing up more slowly.

Girls who have increasing 
use of social media tend to 
feel excluded and lonely 
now. Between 2011 and 
2016, there was a 30 percent 
increase in college students 
who said they intentionally 
injured themselves. Suicide 
rates increased 46 percent be-
tween 2007 and 2015. Social 
media has created a culture 
where anyone can be publicly 
shamed for saying something 
well intentioned.

With their security blanket 
in hand, independence holds 
less sway over today’s teens. 
The share of high school 
seniors with a drivers license 
dropped from 85 percent in 
1996 to a record low 71.5 
percent in 2015. They are risk 
aversive. Offline, they engage 
in fewer social activities, 
including less dating. They 
click but don’t read. Molded 
by 911 they have a strong 
work ethic, yet they have lost 
religion and are less spiritual. 

Through targeted news peo-
ple are saturated in statements 
feeding to their particular 
worldview. Counter views are 
vilified in feeds. Society is be-
coming less tolerant but impact 
is so far less true for iGen. They 
internalize self-doubt, but their 
worldview is conservative and 
politically libertarian.  

Buddha counseled, “Your 
worst enemy cannot harm you 
as much as your own thoughts, 
unguarded.” Combine that 
with Solzhenitsyn’s observa-
tion, “The line dividing good 
and evil cuts through the heart 
of every human.” 

We are products of our 
technology and its use, so per-
haps the Borg got it right with 
their mantra, “Resistance is 
futile, [your generation] will 
be assimilated.”

(Terry Sullivan’s fascination 
with science started as a child 
watching Carl Sagan’s “Cosmos” 
and James Burke’s “Connections” 
on PBS. He is the technology 
and curriculum director for the 
Shiloh School District. Email 
him at sullivant@shiloh1.us) 

Special to The Prairie Press

The Saint Mary of the Woods College Alumni Club of East Central 
Illinois and West Central Indiana met for a holiday gathering Dec. 
13 at San Marcos Restaurant. Club members heard an update about 
the college and each received a Christmas ornament as a party 
favor. Front row, left to right, Sara King Moore, Dorothy Carole Yaw, 
Elaine Suzanne Yaw, Ann Staats and Lisa Robison Ellis. Back row, 
left to right, Cathy Nolin Taylor, Deb Lary, Catherine Saunders and 
Veronica Martin Whitesell. More information about the alumni club 
is available by calling 217-918-1061.

You’re are invited to...

Marge Houghland’s
85th

 Birthday!
First Christian Church
Fellowship Hall
201 S. Main Street, Paris

January 13, 2019
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m

Please - absolutely no gifts, but 
cards would be appreciate.

111 South Walnut • Oakland, IL 
 Find us on Facebook!

Don’t stress over your loved one’s safety and well 
being this winter. Let our wonderful staff provide 

safety and excellent care while you mentally relax! We 
provide home cooked meals, housekeeping, individual 
laundry service, as well as daily assistance as need-
ed , all at an affordable price! With only 13 individual 
apartments, you will feel like part of the family in our 
wonderful home.  Stop in for a tour and see for your-

self! Guarantee you will fall in love and have total confi-
dence  in our staff! http://the-oaks-manor.business.site

The Oaks Manor

Senior Apartments

217-346-2042

ADVERTISING:
The engine

of this free

Thank you to the many friends and 
family who called, sent cards, flowers 

and gifts in celebration of my 

90th Birthday.
I am blessed to have you in my life.

Norma Cline

WRIGHT CELEBRATES 80TH

SMWC ALUMNI CLUB

good foundation on how 
to work on genealogy.

For those experienced 
in genealogy, these classes 
will provide an excellent 
refresher course in core 
research principals. There 
will also be instruction on 
how to do advanced re-
search.

During the classes, par-
ticipants will learn how 
to establish research goals 
and determine a starting 
point and organizing tech-
niques.  

Class members will also 
learn techniques for inter-
viewing elders, filling out 
pedigree and family group 
sheets, conducting library 
and Internet research while 
accessing vital, courthouse 
and cemetery records. 

Every week different 
WVGS members will 
provide instruction in 
their specific area of ex-
pertise.  These individu-
als love genealogical re-
search and want to share 
their skills and knowl-
edge with all class partic-
ipants.  Participants have 
a rare opportunity to take 
advantage of these local 
experts. 

Please contact Pat Rog-
ers at mrsgenealogy44@
gmail.com to register or 
go online at www.inwvgs.
org and register through 
PayPal.

right frisky.
No meal escaped the 

potato obsession in our 
house. We had a freezer 
when it was not common. 
Dad packed it with a side 
of beef. Hamburgers, 
steak, fried potatoes, as 
greasy as possible, and 
thickly buttered bread, 
crowded out vegetables, 
fruits and beans.

The aftereffects of such 
fare should have required 
the services of a Ro-
to-Rooter. There should 
have been more bypasses 
than in Chicago. There 
were no healthy foods in 
our diets, with the excep-
tion of boiled and baked 
potatoes.

Next Christmas, I fer-
vently hope my daughter 
will come to her senses 
and return to tradition. She 
can take her lasagna and 
shove it.

  (Harry Reynolds is a 
retired editor and columnist 
from the Mattoon Journal 
Gazette and Charleston 
Time-Courier. He recently 
started writing occasional 
columns for the fun of it, in 
which he offers a different 
look at life and aging. Email 
him at reynoldsharry1943@
gmail.com)



SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

In 1619, the Jamestown 
colony — North America’s 
first permanent English settle-
ment — consisted mostly of 
single men looking to get rich. 
For the Virginia Company, 
this presented a problem: how 
to keep it growing when few 
single English women wanted 
to venture to the struggling 
colony? The solution it came 
up with was to pay women’s 
passage to Jamestown so they 
could marry its bachelors.

The Jamestown brides 
program attracted 90 women 
who came over in 1620, and 
another 56 who came over in 
late 1621 and early 1622. 

Without these women 
— later known as “tobacco 
wives” — the Virginia Com-
pany was concerned the 
12-year-old colony wouldn’t 
survive. Unlike the Puritans 
who soon settled in New 
England colonies with their 
families, the men in James-
town didn’t have families to 
keep them in the Americas 
permanently, says Marcia A. 
Yablon-Zug, a law professor at 
the University of South Caro-
lina and author of “Buying a 
Bride: An Engaging History 
of Mail-Order Matches.”

Many Jamestown settlers 
would “come to the colony, 
make their fortune, and go 
home to get married,” she 
says. A small portion aban-
doned, “the colony to go live 
in the Indian villages, where 
obviously there were plenty 
of women and life was bet-
ter.” This latter outcome was 
especially troubling to En-
glish religious leaders, who 
preached sermons about, “the 
sexual availability of the Indi-
an women,” she says.

“Obviously there are wom-
en in Virginia, they’re just not 
white women,” Yablon-Zug 
continues. “The Jamestown 
brides were supposed to be 
sort of the antidote to that.”

The Virginia Company ad-
vertised that if English women 
agreed to come to Jamestown 
in search of a husband, the 
company would loan them 
clothing, transportation and 
a plot of land. In Jamestown, 
they could have their pick of 
wealthy bachelors. Once they 
chose a husband, he would re-
imburse the Virginia Compa-
ny for her expenses with 120 
to 150 pounds of good leaf 
tobacco.

This exchange helped earn 
these women the nickname 
“tobacco wives,” and has also 
led to allegations the Virginia 
Company sold these women. 
However, unlike the Africans 
who began arriving in James-
town in 1619, no one bought 
or sold these English wom-
en. In fact, for women who 
couldn’t afford a good dowry 
to attract a husband, becom-
ing a tobacco wife was a fairly 
attractive option.

“Women of all classes 
except the vagrant poor 
attempted to amass a dowry 
to attract a husband,” writes 
Nancy Egloff, a historian at 
the Jamestown Settlement 
in Williamsburg, Virginia 
( Jamestown’s new Tenacity 
exhibit highlights the tobacco 

SATURDAY,  
JANUARY 5, 2019 3B

CONTACT US:

217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net

BY ROGER STANLEY
rstanley1937@hotmail.com

The old one-room schools that were 
so prevalent in Edgar County are al-
most lost to the memories of those who 
taught in them or were students. 

During the early 20th Century, 
there were 142 one-room schools in 
the county. Most of those old schools 
served grades one through eight until 
just after World War II. As the popula-
tion of the county decreased, so did the 
number of schoolhouses. This came to 
a dramatic climax with the consolida-
tion of school districts in the 1940s and 
1950s. Many of the old buildings and 
the ground they stood on were sold to 
neighboring farmers and speculators in 
this 20-year period. 

The vicinity around Paris became 
Community School District #4 in 1948, 
and this included Buckeye School. In-
stead of all eight grades, it now only had 
two grades, but the school still had as 
many students. 

In 1949, the Buckeye School play-
ground got an unexpected addition 
provided by Harold Snearly, who 
owned the pasture next to the school. 
He built a ladder crossing the fence 
so students could use his pasture as a 
ball field. There was also a well next to 
the Route 1 highway the kids used for 
drinks and to carry a bucket full to the 
school for washing purposes. Usually, 
there were around 20 kids attending 
that school with just one teacher.

Unit Four built Crestwood School 
and sold the various other school prop-
erties. In 1956, Buckeye was sold to L. 
Cliff Pearman, who bought the school 
building and the one-half acre it was on. 
After a thorough renovation by Floyd 
Harper, it was rented for a time until 
February 1958 when Marvin and Twila 
Carwell bought it. 

He was a teacher at Vance School in 
Paris and they had one son, Steven, and 
were looking to move from their apart-
ment in Paris. This home in the coun-
try, the old Buckeye setting, was their 
first choice. It was only four miles north 

of town on a good highway, which 
took the Carwells to the city easily and 
quickly for shopping and his school du-
ties. 

A cold winter accompanied the first 
year they lived in the old school house, 

and Marvin Carwell was determined to 
make a basement so they could have a 
furnace to keep them warmer. The old 
stove arrangement the school used was 
replaced by a better heating system, 

BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

It was far from the deadli-
est shipwreck in the history 
of the Great Lakes. But none 
are more enduring.

Saturday, Nov. 10, marked 
the anniversary of the loss 
of the Edmund Fitzgerald, a 
729-foot ore carrier in Lake 
Superior that was lost amid 
one of the worst storms in 
Great Lakes history on Nov. 
10, 1975.  All 29 men on 
board the Fitzgerald were 
lost and researchers still de-
bate the cause of the wreck, 
which remains in the public 
consciousness. 

 “I think that’s one of the 
reasons that the Fitzgerald 
stays with people,” said Bruce 
Lynn, executive director of 
the Great Lakes Shipwreck 
Museum at Whitefish Point, 

Mich. “No one really un-
derstands why it sank, and 
it’s still a mystery. It’s sort of 
the age old, man-versus-ele-
ments aspect.”

The Fitzgerald, which was 
based in Milwaukee, was 
the flagship of the Colum-
bia Transportation division 
of Cleveland mineral con-

cern Oglebay Norton. It was 
launched on June 7, 1958, 
and quickly became one of 
the most revered ships on the 
lakes. Though it was no lon-
ger the longest ship on the in-
land seas by 1975, it was still 
considered the “Queen of the 
Lakes” both on and offshore.

The ship regularly made 
ore runs between upper Lake 
Superior and ports south-
ward, and on the morning of 
Sunday, Nov. 9, 1975, loaded 
at Superior, Wisc. for anoth-
er routine voyage. In the past 
week alone, the Fitzgerald 
had sailed from Toledo to 
Silver Bay, Minn., loaded for 
a run to Ashtabula, Ohio, 
and sailed back to Superior 
to load again for a scheduled 
run to the Detroit area.

The Fitzgerald finished 
loading 26,000 tons of tac-

onite pellets, which held 
substantial qualities of iron, 
and left Superior just after 2 
p.m. in mild conditions. By 
evening, though the weath-
er started to deteriorate, and 
by Monday afternoon and 
evening, recorded gusts of 
90 mph were coupled with 
blinding snow squalls and 
30-foot seas. 

“It’s hard to compare 
the bad storms throughout 
the years, and shipping has 
changed over time, with bet-
ter weather reporting and 
safety procedures,” remarked 
Lynn.  “But there’s no doubt 
that the 1975 storm was 
clearly one of the worst.” 

One of the few options was 
to reach safety in Whitefish 
Bay in northern Michigan. 
Trailing behind the Fitzgerald 

When I first went to 
Buckeye School in seventh 
grade I always wondered 
about the 
name of 
the school. 
I searched 
the 
schoolyard 
to see if 
there was 
possibly a 
buckeye 
tree on the 
grounds. 

Just on the east side of 
the old coal shed I found 
what must be a buckeye 
tree. Larry Moss and I 
discovered some yellowish 
green shells on the ground 
and in the shells were 
dark-colored nuts with a 
lighter area that created 
the appearance of an eye. 
Between the two of us we 
came up with the idea they 
were a lucky piece and we 
should stick one in our 
pockets to see if it were so. 

After carrying it around 
for a week or so, I thought 
mine was a little bit unnec-
essary because I couldn’t 
get stuff like a hanky, a 
pocketknife and other 
choice goodies in there too. 
I put it in my desk at school 
and protected it with all my 
might. I guess I didn’t want 
anyone else to have the luck 
I was supposed to have, 
besides it was fascinating 
to look at and just let it roll 
around in my hand. 

Thirteen-year-old boys 
like to do that kind of 
stuff and think about the 
wonders of nature. I guess 
the luck I had for those years 
that I tried to keep track of 
that one special nut was all 
right because I can’t remem-
ber anything happening 
that seemed to be bad luck. 
More likely, I probably just 
kind of went with the flow 
and didn’t worry too much 
about the future. 

I kept that nut around for 
years, and I most certainly 
didn’t want my brother 
to get hold of it because I 
would have to find another 
one and as far as I knew 
those nuts were mighty 
scarce. I now wonder if 
Buckeye School was named 
because the school was 

Keeping a 
buckeye in 
the pocket

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 9B

Second life of Buckeye School

See SHIPWRECK, Page 4B

See SCHOOL, Page 4B

Jamestown 
colony 
placed ads to 
attract brides

See BRIDES, Page 9B

Fitzgerald still endures
Most famous shipwreck in Great Lakes history was immortalized in a popular folk song

Special to The Prairie Press

This building at the intersection of state Route 1 and 1375th Road started as Buckeye 
School, one of many one-room schools serving rural youth in Edgar County.

Roger Stanley/ The Prairie Press

This house on state Route 1 looks different than when it served as the Buckeye School, but it has been the Carwell family home 
since 1958.

Special to The Prairie Press

This photo shows the seventh and eighth grade students attending Buckeye School 
in 1949-1950. The names are listed on the picture, Mrs. Kenney was the teacher.

Special to the Prairie Press

The Edmund Fitzgerald set out across Lake Superior on No-
vember 9, 1975. For reasons still unknown, she sank with all 29 
crewman aboard.

Seeking: Hardy 
women to marry into 
Colonial America’s 
first settlement.
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SCHOOL HOUSE MAKES A CHARMING HOME



4B |  SATURDAY, JANUARY 5, 2019   |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netHISTORY

GET TICKETS NOW AT WWW.PCOFA.NET 
Also Available at Prospect Bank Lobby And at The Door, Day of Event, (if Available) 

 
 14040 N. 1200th Road. Paris, Illinois 61944

Once More

MUTTS GONE NUTS 
May 4, 2019

CARPENTERS ONCE MORE 
April 27, 2019

FABULOUS 40'S BIG BAND 
March 9, 2019

ROSE HULMAN JAZZ BAND 
March 30, 2019

PLUS, Swing Dance Class one hour 
before showtime!!

TWO SHOWS!!

Gift certificates 
available!

SCHOOL
FROM PAGE 3B

SHIPWRECK
FROM PAGE 3B

which made the house cozy. 
Eventually the Carwells 

had three boys, Gary born in 
1958 and David in 1965.

The house is well kept and a 
testimony to what a little inge-
nuity and persistence can do 
because it is now 60 years old. 
Located at the corner of state 
Route 1 and 1375th Road, it 
is just enough in the country 
to be out of town. 

Marvin Carwell passed in 
2000, but he created, with 
guidance from his wife, a liv-
able house with a comfortable 
living room and enough bed-
rooms for his family. 

It has several unique fea-
tures, a nice kitchen and even 
a door for an inner passage to 
a two-car garage. It is much 
different than the old school 
with only its boy and girl 
washrooms and a very plain 
classroom. 

Visitors can tell this transi-
tion of the old school into a 
loving home for its occupants 
is quite remarkable. It is much 
different from blackboards 
on the walls, a smoky old 
stove and 20 kids tracking in 
and banging the door as they 
went out to recess. Instead of 

a place where school lessons 
were learned and then aban-
doned in the middle of sum-
mer, it got a new life. 

A family grew up here with 
guidance from a dutiful father 
and mother. It was a full-time 
home and an enjoyable place 
to be. The old pump is gone 
from the well, which still 
serves the house. 

A tradition was established 
by those who thought the wa-

ter was special and those peo-
ple had to have it for cooking. 
Francis Sullivan solved the 
problem by taking the pump 
out and sealing the well, so 
there were no more cars stop-
ping by just to get water from 
the old well that school kids 
previously used for drinking. 

Twila Carwell, who is ap-
proaching 90, still lives there 
and delights in having neigh-
borhood children visit her 

for an impromptu tea party. 
There are marks on a wall that 
show the heights of her family 
and those who came to visit 
her. She also delights in her 
sons’ families and welcomes 
them home and visits with 
them via the telephone.

Twila Carwell generously 
provided a tour of the won-
derful abode and said we are 
all a bit of living history, thus 
the reason for this story. 

Roger Stanley/The Prairie Press 

Converting a one-room school into a family home required the imaginative use of space. The 
living room area occupies some of the original classroom, and the kitchen to the right was 
previously a boys cloakroom and restroom.

was another giant ore carri-
er, the Arthur M. Anderson, 
which kept in radio contact 
with the Fitzgerald during the 
storm.   

Seeking some protec-
tion, the Fitzgerald hugged 
the northern shoreline of 
Lake Superior, but around 3 
p.m., the ship is believed to 
have sailed over Six Fathom 
Shoal, a treacherous reef that 
was not properly document-
ed on industry maps.  Short-
ly after, Fitzgerald captain 
Ernest McSorley radioed 
the Anderson that he had, “a 
bad list,” to starboard and in-
dicated his pumps were not 
keeping up. 

Many, including Ander-
son captain Bernie Cooper, 
believe the Fitzgerald suf-
fered damage in the incident 
that may have proven fatal.  
Around 4 p.m., the storm 

disabled both of the Fitz-
gerald’s radars, and to make 
matters worse, the weather 
also knocked out the light 
beacon at Whitefish Point, at 
the top of the bay. 

Around 7:10 p.m., with 
the Fitzgerald nine miles 
from Whitefish Bay and 
traveling at reduced speed 
because of the horrific con-
ditions, the Anderson made 
its last radio contact. McSor-
ley’s last words were, “we are 
holding our own.” 

Shortly before that, Coo-
per reported two massive 
waves as high as 35 feet that 
rocked his ship. Cooper 
and others since have won-
dered if the enormous waves 
caused the Fitzgerald, riding 
low from its earlier damage, 
to be lifted from the rear and 
driven downward into the 
frigid, swirling water.  

No distress calls from the 
Fitzgerald were made, and 
only fragments of debris, 

including remnants of two 
lifeboats and several unused 
life preservers, were found in 
a three-day search.  The ship 
was later discovered laying in 
two sections at the bottom, 
with debris and its load of 
pellets spilled in between.

In a highly controversial 
finding, a Coast Guard Ma-
rine Board of Inquiry deter-
mined in 1977 that hatch 
covers on deck had not been 
properly tightened, causing 
water to infiltrate the ship.  
The finding has been bitterly 
denounced by many mari-
ners and researchers.

 “The truth is, we really 
don’t know why the Fitzger-
ald went down,” commented 
Lynn. “There are a number 
of theories, and it’s a tough 
call. It’s still being debated 
today.” 

In 1976, Canadian folk-
pop singer Gordon Light-
foot wrote “The Wreck of the 
Edmund Fitzgerald,” which 

further captured the imagi-
nation of the North Ameri-
can public and helped ensure 
the ship’s place in lore.  The 
haunting melody and lyrics 
launched the song to #2 on 
the Billboard charts and re-
mains a favorite on classic 
radio today.

The Fitzgerald is the last 
major shipwreck on the Great 
Lakes, where Lynn and oth-
ers estimate that over 6,000 
ships have been lost. Howev-
er, small planes and watercraft 
are routinely reported missing 
on the five lakes.

Lynn says the Fitzgerald 
is “by far, the most famous 
shipwreck on the lakes.  It’s 
the one that most visitors to 
our museum talk about, and 
our exhibit on the Fitzgerald 
draws the most attention.  
The Lightfoot song, the mys-
tery that surrounds the ship, 
it’s a combination of factors. 
It’s a really good story, and 
one that still resonates.” 

LEARN HOW TO USE IT! 
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Indiana?
Give me a 
call today!

Peoria Democrats welcome 
Mr. and Mrs. Rick and Anita Griffith 
to the 3rd Annual Journalists Review.
Thank you for your support.
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

PHILADELPHIA — It was 
cold and dark on a December 
afternoon but the crowd at 
the Philadelphia Center for 
Architecture was packed in, 
standing at the back and down 
the sides of the room — cler-
gy shoulder to shoulder with 
architects, ordinary citizens 
with community organizers. 
They were gathered to see the 
results of Infill Philadelphia, 
a design competition hosted 
every couple of years in the 
city to improve community 
spaces.

This year’s competition, 
Sacred Places/Civic Spaces, 
focused on three religious 
properties — the Philadel-
phia Masjid, a mosque in the 
Mill Creek neighborhood; 

the Wharton-Wesley United 
Methodist Church in Cobb 
Creek; and Zion Baptist 
Church in north Philly — that 
are open to more than only 
their congregations.

“Almost 90 percent of the 
people they serve in those 
buildings are nonmembers,” 
said Bob Jaeger, president of 
the nonprofit Partners for 
Sacred Places, which teamed 
with another group, Commu-
nity Design Collaborative, to 
commission the design pro-
posals at last month’s reveal.

Despite their crucial role 
in their neighborhoods, the 
congregations face difficulties 
familiar to many urban reli-
gious organizations: real es-
tate with lots of potential, lots 
of problems and not enough 
congregants to pay for reno-

vations. “These are de facto 
community centers, and yet, 
they’re only using a third or 
20 percent of their space,” said 
Jaeger.

The issues facing these sa-
cred spaces was the subject 
of a 2017 report by the Pew 
Charitable Trusts, which 
found that many of Phila-
delphia’s 839 historic sacred 
spaces were in need of signif-
icant investment and that, “as 
buildings deteriorate and at-
tendance at religious services 
shrinks, a significant number 
of congregations will have to 
determine what to do with 
their worship homes in the 
years ahead.”

“For them to thrive, they 
have to be more creative,” said 
Jaeger, who pointed out that 
what’s happening in Philadel-

phia is happening everywhere. 
“This whole issue is at a tip-
ping point, there are so many 
of these places at risk,” he said. 
“I think it’s time for us as a 
society to say: Do we want to 
lose that many? Can we come 
up with creative ways to save 
the best of these places?”

The three historic houses of 
worship are valuable as com-
munity hubs, said Heidi Se-
gall Levy, Community Design 
Collaborative’s director of de-
sign services. But what drew 
her to the project was the Pew 
study, in which there’s a refer-
ence to a 2006 study by Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania pro-
fessor Ram A. Cnaan showing 
how many congregations pro-
vide social services of some 
kind to their communities. 
Another study, by Partners for 

Sacred Places, estimates that 
the total economic impact 
of the average historic sacred 
space is $1.7 million.

Based on these findings, 
Sacred Places/Civic Spaces 
wanted to show what each 
house of worship could do if 
it were redesigned to realize 
its potential for both congre-
gational and community pro-
gramming. Each congregation 
was paired with a design team 
and a community organiza-
tion that would help engage 
their neighbors.

The Philadelphia Masjid 
was paired with the People’s 
Emergency Center, a hous-
ing support agency. Whar-
ton-Wesley United Methodist 
Church worked with ACHIE-
VEability, which focuses on 
poverty among single parents. 

Zion Baptist Church was 
joined by a community devel-
opment organization, Called 
to Serve CDC.

Aided by Partners for Sa-
cred Spaces, the design teams 
began with asset mapping, 
which meant, said Jaeger, 
“connecting the dots between 
‘What does this building of-
fer?’ and ‘What does the com-
munity need?’”

“A lot of the time you go 
into pro bono projects, which 
tend to be in underserved 
neighborhoods, and the 
initial instinct is to walk in 
and say, ‘What do they need 
that they don’t currently 
have?’” said Caitlin Youngster, 
a senior designer for HOK, 
the architecture, engineering 
and planning firm that was 

Saving religious, community hubs

Faith and representation

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

WASHINGTON — The 116th 
Congress was sworn in on Thursday, 
Jan. 3, and became one of the most 
religiously diverse delegations in 
American history, with more than a 
few lawmakers taking the oath of of-
fice by placing their hands on books 
other than the Christian Bible.

Still, according to a new survey 
from Pew Research, the incoming 
class of legislators is predominantly 
Christian — even more so than the 
country itself.

“While the number of self-identi-
fied Christians in Congress has ticked 
down, Christians as a whole – and 
especially Protestants and Catholics 
– are still overrepresented in propor-
tion to their share in the general pub-
lic,” researchers wrote. “Indeed, the 
religious makeup of the new, 116th 
Congress is very different from that 
of the United States population.”

The number of Christians in Con-
gress is dipping slightly compared 
with the 115th session, dropping 
from 90.7 percent to 88.2 percent. 
By contrast, 71 percent of U.S. adults 
identify as Christians. (Pew’s Chris-
tian category includes Catholics, 
Protestants, Mormons, Orthodox 
Christians, Christian Scientists and 
other faith groups.)

Most Christians in Congress are 
Protestant, including 72 Baptists, 42 
Methodists and 26 members each for 
Presbyterians, Lutherans and Angli-
cans/Episcopalians. Catholics make 
up 30.5 percent with 163 members, 
and Mormons claim 1.9 percent with 
10 members. Five members of Con-
gress are Orthodox Christian.

Researchers noted the proportion 
of Catholic lawmakers in the U.S. 
House of Representatives has shifted 
toward the Democratic Party in re-
cent years.

In the 114th Congress (2015-
2017), Catholic Democrats and 
Catholic Republicans were spread 
roughly equally in the House (68 
versus 69), a trend that continued 
into the 115th (74 Catholic House 
Democrats versus 70 Catholic Re-
publicans).

But the new Congress has 31 more 

Catholic Democrats than Catholic 
Republicans in the House (86 versus 
55).

Meanwhile, the influx of 
non-Christian members in Congress 
is almost entirely among Democrats 
or independents who caucus with 
Democrats.

According to Pew, 61 of the 281 
Democrats or independents are 
non-Christian: In addition to 32 Jew-
ish members, all Muslims (three), 
Hindus (three), Buddhists (two) 
and Unitarian Universalists (two) in 
Congress caucus with Democrats.

One Democrat — Sen. Kyrsten 
Sinema of Arizona — identifies as 
religiously unaffiliated. Eighteen 
refused to specify their religion, ac-
cording to Pew.

Among the general public, 23 per-
cent identify as atheist, agnostic or, 
“nothing in particular.”

By contrast, only two of the 253 
Republican members in the 116th 
Congress — Reps. Lee Zeldin of 
New York and David Kustoff of Ten-
nessee — identify as something oth-
er than Christian (both are Jewish).

Pew did not include a representa-
tive from North Carolina’s 9th Dis-
trict, where election results have not 
been certified in the wake of electoral 
fraud allegations.

Many minority faith groups saw 
their representation increase this 
year after a wave of Democratic vic-
tories in the 2018 midterm elections.

The number of Jews jumped from 
30 to 34, Muslims rose from two to 
three, and Unitarian Universalists 

ticked upward from one to two.
Hindus continue to claim three 

members of Congress, all of whom 
are returning from the 115th Con-
gress.

Christian Scientists, on the other 
hand, lost both their members.

As for differences between the 
House and Senate, researchers point-
ed to one group in particular: Presby-
terians make up 13 percent of the Sen-
ate, but only 3 percent of the House.

And if you’re looking for evidence 
of America’s increasing religious di-
versity on Thursday, keep an eye on 
Democrats Tulsi Gabbard and Rashi-
da Tlaib as they are sworn in to the 
House. Gabbard, a Hawaii Hindu 
and a potential 2020 presidential 
contender, is a returning member 
of Congress who has used a Bhaga-
vad Gita while taking the oath of of-
fice in the past. Meanwhile, Tlaib, a 
Michigan Muslim is the first Palestin-
ian-American woman in Congress, 
placed her hand atop Thomas Jeffer-
son’s personal copy of the Quran.

Finally, despite the media fervor 
surrounding the election of promi-
nent Republican (and Mormon) Mitt 
Romney to represent Utah in the 
Senate, Pew researchers noted the 
percentage of federal lawmakers affil-
iated with the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints is declining.

“The 116th Congress also has the 
fewest Mormon members in at least 
a decade – members of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
now number 10, a low over the last 
six congresses,” they wrote.

Special to The Prairie Press

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) administers the oath of office to House members and delegates of the U.S. House of 
Representatives at the start of the 116th Congress inside the House Chamber on Capitol Hill in Washington, U.S., January 3, 
2019. The new Congress is one of the most religiously diverse in the nation’s history.

A new year 
to press on

“Not that I have already…
been made perfect, but I press 
on to take hold of that for 

which 
Christ 
Jesus took 
hold of me. 
Brothers, 
I do not 
consider 
myself yet 
to have 
taken hold 
of it. But 
this one 

thing I do: Forgetting what is 
behind and straining toward 
what is ahead. I press on 
toward the goal for which God 
has called me heavenward in 
Christ Jesus.”   Philippians 3: 
12, 13, 14

Here we are, fresh into 
the New Year, having recent-
ly focused so much on the 
birth of the Savior and the 
atmosphere of generosity, 
family and festivities. But 
the holidays and the entire 
year of 2018 are now behind 
us, and the daily grind once 
again has become the sober-
ing reality. What now?

Let me suggest we follow 
the wise example of the 
aged apostle Paul. In a 
time of introspection Paul 
mused on his past, some of 
it noteworthy and memora-
ble, and some of it better left 
covered by the dust of time. 
Paul wasn’t the same man 
he was in the past (none of 
us are either), and though 
he had come a long way in 
spiritual maturity, he hadn’t 
arrived at the finish. He was 
still a work in progress, as 
are each and every one of us. 
Paul simply decided to leave 
his past behind and focus on 
his present effort at attaining 
a wonderful future. Here’s 
what he did and we can do 
as well.  

Jesus Christ was his Lord 
and Savior. Make sure that 
baby you just celebrated 
is more than just a reason 
for a family get together or 
some vacation time. Christ 
Jesus was born and by virtue 
of a sinless life became the 
perfect sacrifice to pay our 
sin debt before God. 

After literally dying on a 
cross, was buried and on the 
third day resurrected to life 
evermore. He ascended to 
heaven where he presently 
makes intercession for all 
those who call upon him as 
Lord. He promised he will 
return to gather up his bride, 
the church, which consists 
of sinners that have become 
born again believers. Jesus is 
alive, and we who love him 
will live for eternity with 
him.  

Like Paul, leave the past 
because there is nothing 
that you can do to undo 
what has already been done. 
You can only put yourself 
into making a difference 
about what is today and 
what is to come. 

Paul mentioned it twice 
– press on. Decide right 
now that each and every 
day this year you will not 
spend time looking behind 

2018 in 
review: 
A year of 
reckoning
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

A year ago Bill Hybels was 
the well-respected pastor of 
one of the most influential 
megachurches in the na-
tion. Theodore McCarrick 
was a prince of the Catholic 
Church, and Michael Curry 
was the relatively unknown 
head of a mainline Protes-
tant denomination.

What a difference a year 
makes.

In April, Hybels stepped 
down from Willow Creek 
Community Church after 
being accused of years of 
sexual harassment and mis-
conduct. Hybels denied the 
allegations. But the subur-
ban Chicago church — af-
ter initially defending him 
— called his behavior sin-
ful. Eventually, Hybels’ suc-
cessors and all the church’s 
elders resigned, leaving the 
church with a $3.3 million 
budget deficit and an uncer-
tain future.

In July, McCarrick was 
forced to resign from the 
College of Cardinals and 
was ordered by Pope Francis 
to lead a life of prayer and 
penance after being accused 
of sexually assaulting a mi-
nor four decades ago. McCa-
rrick was also accused of sex-
ually harassing seminarians 
for years.

Meanwhile, Curry sky-
rocketed to international 
fame after nearly 2 billion 
people tuned in to a royal 
wedding and heard his ser-
mon, “The Power of Love.”

“I’m talking about power,” 
he said as Prince Harry and 
Duchess Meghan Markle — 
and a global audience — lis-
tened. “Real power. Power to 
change the world.”

That sermon made Cur-
ry perhaps the best-known 
Protestant clergyman on 
the planet and earned him 
recognition as the “Religion 
Newsmaker of the Year,” 
according to the Religion 
News Association.

The popularity of Curry’s 
sermon was a testament to 
the enduring power of reli-
gion in a year full of tumult 
in the world of faith, as it was 
elsewhere.

Catholics across the 
country were shaken by the 
release of a scathing report 
from a Pennsylvania grand 
jury, detailing the abuse of 
more than 1,000 children 
by 301 priests in six dioces-
es over 70 years. That re-
port reignited the church’s 
long-running abuse scandal 
and led dioceses across the 
country to open their files 
and reveal the names of 
priests accused of abuse.

In the wake of the grand 
jury report, Cardinal Donald 
Wuerl, archbishop of Wash-
ington and an ally of Francis, 
resigned. Wuerl had been 
criticized for his handling of 
abuse claims when he was 
archbishop of Pittsburgh in 

JACK
HOFFMAN
PASTOR’S
PERSPECTIVE

See REDESIGN, Page 6B

See 2018, Page 6B

Study: New Congress 
showcases religious 
diversity but is still 
mostly Christian

See PASTOR, Page 6B

Philedelphia is redesigning sacred spaces to better serve their communities � and save their congregations

PORTRAIT OF CONGRESS IS CHANGING
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JAN. 6  RETIREMENT OPEN 
HOUSE
The First Christian Church – 
Disciples of Christ is hosting a 
retirement open house for Mike 
and Peg Dixon 2-4 p.m. Jan. 6 at 
the Knights of Columbus Hall, 
614 N. Main, Paris. The commu-
nity is invited to wish the couple 
well as they enter a new phase 
of life. 

JAN. 15  CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S 
LUNCH
The Christian Women’s Con-
nection of Terre Haute next 
luncheon meeting is 11 a.m. Jan. 
15 in the MCL Meeting Room 
at Meadows Shopping Center. 
Janice Price is the speaker with 
music by Karon Neiswinger and 
Polly Bryan doing the special 
feature. Call Julie, 812-234-
7388, or Sherri, 812-249-3084, 
to make reservations.

GRACE NOTES

the 1980s and ’90s.
“I am sorry and ask for heal-

ing for all of those who were 
so deeply wounded at the 
hands of the Church’s minis-
ters,” Wuerl wrote in a letter 
announcing his resignation. 
“I also beg forgiveness on 
behalf of Church leadership 
from the victims who were 
again wounded when they saw 
these priests and bishops both 
moved and promoted.”

Protestant churches and 
other religious groups also 
dealt with sexual harassment 
and abuse scandals in 2018 as 
survivors of abuse and harass-
ment spoke out against power-
ful religious leaders.

Among them was Jules 
Woodson, who confronted 
Memphis, Tenn., megachurch 
teaching pastor Andy Savage 
in an email about an inci-
dent that occurred in the late 
1990s, when he was a youth 
pastor and she was a teenager. 
Woodson claimed Savage sex-
ually assaulted her, while he 
claimed their relationship was 
consensual. When he peni-
tently confessed at a Sunday 
service in January, the congre-
gation gave Savage a standing 
ovation, sparking outrage. He 
later resigned, followed by the 
church’s teaching pastor.

In June, Paige Patterson, 
one of the architects of the 
conservative resurgence that 
took over the Southern Baptist 
Convention beginning in the 
late 1970s, was fired as presi-
dent of Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary for mis-
handling sexual assault claims. 
While leading another Baptist 
seminary in 2003, according 
to an alleged rape victim, he 
disregarded her accusation of a 
fellow student.

Patterson was also chastised 
for repeatedly making insensi-
tive comments about women, 

including claiming that he told 
a woman to return to her abu-
sive husband.

Rachael Denhollander, a 
former gymnast whose testi-
mony helped convict former 
USA Gymnastics team doctor 
Larry Nassar for decades of 
abuse, said her faith caused her 
to both confront and forgive 
her abuser. Nassar eventually 
was sentenced to up to 175 
years in prison.

“I pray you experience the 
soul-crushing weight of guilt,” 
she told Nassar, “so you may 
someday experience true re-
pentance and true forgiveness 
from God, which you need far 
more than forgiveness from me 
— though I extend that to you 
as well.”

Religion also played a major 
role in the confirmation hear-
ings of U.S. Supreme Court Jus-
tice Brett Kavanaugh, who was 
accused of sexual assault that 
allegedly occurred when he was 
a high school student. Some 
faith-based groups called on 
senators to reject Kavanaugh 
based on the allegations, while 
others rallied to his defense.

Allegations of sexual mis-
conduct also led to the firing of 
David Silverman, the popular 
president of American Athe-
ists, a leading secular organiza-
tion.

The past year also saw a 
wave of religious-linked vio-
lence and repression around 
the world. In Yemen, a war 
between rebels backed by Shi-
ite Muslim leaders in Iran and 
the government backed by the 
Sunni government of Iraq led 
to one of the world’s worst hu-
manitarian crises.

A deadly attack on the Tree 
of Life synagogue in Pittsburgh 
in October left 11 worship-
pers dead. The mass shooting, 
deemed the deadliest anti-Se-
mitic attack in U.S. history, 
came amid a growing wave of 
anti-Semitism in the United 
States and Europe.

In China, as many as a 
million Uighurs, members 
of a mostly Muslim minori-
ty group, have been round-
ed up and detained in secret 
internment camps, labeled 
“vocational training centers.” 
Chinese officials have been 
accused of trying to erase the 
Uighurs’ culture and religion.

Among the other top stories 
from 2018:

•Billy Graham, famed evan-
gelical preacher and spiritual 
adviser to U.S. presidents, died 
at 99. His evangelistic crusades 
filled stadiums around the 
globe for decades, and even in 
retirement, he remained one 
of the most admired people in 
America.

•The U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled that the so-called “Mus-
lim ban,” which bars travel 
from a number of Muslim-ma-
jority countries, is legal. The 
ban is part of a larger Trump 
administration policy to limit 
the number of refugees and im-
migrants allowed into the U.S.

•The Supreme Court also 
sided with Jack Phillips, a 
Colorado baker who refused 
to make a wedding cake for a 
same-sex couple. The court 
ruled that Colorado officials 
discriminated against Phillips 
based on religion. But the deci-
sion did not end Phillips’ legal 
woes: He recently appeared in 
court again in another discrim-
ination case.

•Religious leaders helped 
lead opposition to a Trump ad-
ministration family separation 
policy at the border.

•The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints an-
nounced it would no longer 
welcome the term “Mormon.” 
Church President Russell M. 
Nelson said the name change 
was God’s will. “To remove the 
Lord’s name from the Lord’s 
Church is a major victory for 
Satan,” he told church mem-
bers.

•During the 2018 midterm 

elections, Ilhan Omar and 
Rashida Tlaib became the 
first Muslim women elected to 
Congress.

•A Turkish judge freed An-
drew Brunson, an American 
pastor who had been jailed for 
two years after being accused 
of being a spy and conspiring 
against the Turkish govern-
ment.

•Asia Bibi, a Pakistani wom-
an sentenced to death for blas-
phemy, was freed after Paki-
stan’s highest court threw out 
her conviction. Her acquittal 
led to riots and calls for her 
death. She remains in hiding.

•American missionary John 
Allen Chau was killed while 
trying to contact an indigenous 
people group on North Senti-
nel Island in the Bay of Bengal. 
Indian officials said Chau’s at-
tempt to contact the Sentine-
lese was illegal. Critics of Chau 
said he was misguided, while 
supporters called him a martyr.

•Commemorations of the 
50th anniversary of the death 
of the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. led to renewed calls 
to address the ongoing legacy 
of racism in the U.S. During 
one event, held by Southern 
Baptists and other conserva-
tive groups in Memphis, news 
broke that a white Baptist 
church was expelled from its 
local association for racism. 
That church eventually be-
came the first church removed 
from the Southern Baptist 
Convention for racism.

• James Cone, a famed theo-
logian known as the founder of 
black liberation theology, died 
at 79.

•Eugene Peterson, whose 
Bible paraphrase known as 
“The Message” sold millions 
of copies, died at 85. Known 
as a pastor to pastors, Peterson 
was an author, theologian and 
preacher. Among his last words 
were “Let’s go.”

•American Zen master Ro-
shi Bernie Glassman died at 79.
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partnered with the Philadel-
phia Masjid, a community 
of 500 Muslims housed in a 
former grade school built in 
1922. “The purpose of this 
exercise was to look at what 
they already have and say, 
‘How can we take that and 
give you a space to make it 
even better?’”

At the masjid, this meant 
learning about its food pan-
try and culinary training pro-
grams, for which the mosque 
had already invested $300,000 
in kitchen improvements and 
other renovations.

The masjid, which pur-
chased its campus in 1976, 
at first comprised both the 
mosque and the Sister Clara 
Muhammad School, but since 
the school shuttered in 2008, 
the building has been un-
derutilized. Besides building 
a new teaching kitchen in the 
school building, the designers 
proposed using empty class-
rooms for workforce training 
and adding intergenerational 
housing to the property.

The next step was to invite 
people from the neighbor-

hood to visit and help envi-
sion changes. “We were able 
to really get a huge cross-sec-
tional support from the west 
Philadelphia community in 
and around our site,” said 
Aazim Muhammad, the mas-
jid’s director for community 
development. “It’s amazing 
how anxious people were to 
participate in a community 
task force and really weigh 
in.”

Levy said that one of the 
most instrumental design 
changes many religious spac-
es can make is in establishing 
a clear entrance. Religious 
buildings tend to be locked up 
like fortresses these days, she 
said, so community members 
can’t get inside to see what 
kind of public programming is 
going on even if they want to.

One of the major design 
changes the HOK team rec-
ommended for the masjid was 
to create a new entrance to the 
building façade that faced a 
park, the more public side of 
the structure.

Muhammad said that it will 
take a $25 million investment 
to implement all of the plans 
for the masjid. To prevent the 
design process from being a 

PASTOR
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but rather look ahead and 
press on. Make it your desire, 
push yourself until like Paul 
you are actually straining or 
working to do better each day.

None of us are at the place 
we want to be in our walk; 
but we must not go back, 
we go forward. We keep on 
keeping on as we press on. 
Press on until you arrive at the 
heavenly goal. Press on until 
you overcome that bad habit, 
change a poor mindset, work a 
great deed, see your marriage 
become sweeter or a thousand 
other accomplishments.

As you press on become 
all that God intended you to 
become as he took hold of 
you forever.  Press on, don’t 
live in the past, press on and 
live life to the fullest as you 
walk by faith in Jesus Christ. 
Each hour, each day this year 
– press on.

(Jack Hoffman is the senior 
pastor at Cornerstone Baptist 
Church in Paris. Email him at 
jillandjack1971@gmail.com. 
Pastor’s Perspective is provided by 
the Paris Ministerial Fellowship.)

Special to The Prairie Press

Members of the Diggers of Truth, the youth group at the First Church of the Nazarene, show off 
the medals after a recent Bible quiz

purely academic exercise, 
Infill Philadelphia looped 
in local stakeholders and 
potential investment part-
ners to help each site bring 
the designs to life. It’s a tre-
mendously tall order, but 
Muhammad said the con-
gregation is determined to 
make it happen.

Even if it doesn’t, he said, 
the process of opening the 
masjid’s doors to the com-
munity to identify ways to 
work together better in the 
future was valuable in it-
self, both for engaging the 
neighbors and reigniting 
the congregation around a 
common goal.

“We’re going to contin-
ue on with our community 
task force and sort of do 
broader community plan-
ning since we have an ex-
cited group and they appre-
ciate our leadership,” said 
Muhammad.

“I think the most import-
ant thing is that we’re not 
afraid of this project. We’re 
excited to have a block that 
will really reflect who we 
are as a community and 
bring the community clos-
er together.”

Owner Occupied Tax Exemption
ELIGIBILITY

*  NOTE TO SENIOR CITIZENS - if you are 65 years old and 
you have filed the Homestead Exemption with the Supervisor 
of Assessment’s Office, you will automatically get the Owner 
Occupied Tax Exemption.  You do not need to mail this form.

1. Do you own and/or buying the dwelling in which you reside?
(a.)   If you own more then one dwelling - this will apply    
        only to the one which you reside.
(b.)   If you are buying on contract every year - you               
        should turn in a copy of the contract or memorandum for   
        contract, that states the seller, buyer, and legal description,   
        to the Supervisor of  Assessment’s Office at 111 N. Central,  
        Paris in order for the exemption to apply.
2. Did you live there on or before January 1, 2019?

If you able to answer yes to the above questions, you should 
complete the form below.

(PEASE PRINT)
I, ______________________________, have ownership in 

the dwelling that I reside located ___________________, 

_______________________, ______________________.

I hereby apply for the exemption granted under section 
19.23-1A of Section 103 of the “Revenue Act of 1939” of 
the Illinois State Statutes.  This property is identified by 
the 12 digit property number on my tax bill which is:

___ ___-___ ___-___ ___-___ ___ ___-___ ___ ___

Written Signature ________________________________
Address________________________________________
Date___________________________________________

PARIS TOWNSHIP resident mail by FEBRUARY 1, 2019 to: 
Lugene Crippes Joines Paris Township Assessor

204 Ten Broeck Street, Paris, IL 61944
* If you do not live in Paris Township - send this to the Township
Assessor in the Township in which you reside in order to get this 

exemption.

(Name)

(Street/Road)

(City) (Township)

----- CUT FORM ON BLACK BORDER -----

JUSTIN L. WOOD
Farm Real Estate Broker

455 North Main Street • Decatur, IL 62523
Cell 217-232-9664

jlwood25@gmail.com
www.soycapitalag.com

A DIVISION OF SOY CAPITAL BANK AND TRUST COMPANY

Nutrition & Wellness Series at 
Paris Public Library

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL, CONSUMER & ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES |
University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture  Local Extension Councils

Cooperating | University of Illinois Extension provides equal opportunities in
programs and employment. If you need a reasonable accommodation to attend, call

the Edgar County Extension Office at 217-465-8585.

January 8 @ 6:00 p.m. 
February 27 @ 1:30 p.m. 
March 27 @ 1:30 p.m. 
May 1 @ 1:20 p.m. 

Call 217-463-3950 to
reserve a seat for
these free classes! 
go.illinois.edu/cce 

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

Phone             (618) 393-2148
Fax                 (618) 392-3352
Toll Free        (888) 678-3175
Cell or Text   (217) 304-6139
kwgmsales732@gmail.com
www.eaglesongm.com
520 Whittle Ave. • P.O. Box 157
Olney, IL 62450 30 YRS SALES EXPERIENCE

WHY VEHICLES COST LESS AT 
EAGLESON GM CENTER!

TRANSPARENT PRICING  •  NO 4 SQUARE GIMMICK PRICING  
•  NO OUTRAGEOUS DOC FEES (OURS IS $31.06)  

• NO OUTRAGEOUS PROCESSING OR PREP FEES (Most 
dealers charge you $200-$500 and you don’t even know it)

NO ONE GIVES HIGHER TRADES THAN US!!!

Kevin Winkler
Sales and Leasing Consultant

REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this newspaper

Dave Dudley
Sales Representative

1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 • Marshall, Illinois 62441

Bus. Phone:
(217) 826-2346

Toll Free: 
1-866-826-FORD

Ford

WINNERS OF BIBLE QUIZ
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Horizon Health wel-
comes the community to 
attend the sixth annual 
“Wear Red Luncheon” 
noon Friday, Feb. 1, at 
Café France.

All community wom-
en are invited to bring 
their sisters, daughters, 
coworkers and friends to 
the event. 

Attendees are encour-
aged to 
wear red 
and join 
Ho r i z o n 
H e a l t h 
as it sup-
p o r t s 
the fight 
a g a i n s t 

heart disease. 
Participants are free to 

come and go as personal 
time allows.

Maria Horvat, an OB/
GYN provider, who will 
join Horizon Health full-
time in February, is the 
featured speaker.

Horvat’s presentation, 
“At the Heart of It All,” 
includes a brief intro-
duction about herself, 
the women’s health de-
partment and the risks 
of heart conditions and 
warning signs. 

Horvat will start see-
ing patients fulltime in 
the Paris Clinic in Feb-
ruary. 

As an OB/GYN, she 
specializes in women’s 
health with services 
ranging from adolescent 
care to post-menopausal 
treatment.  

Horvat has 30 years of 
experience in obstetrics/
gynecology and is board 
certified with the Amer-
ican College of Obstet-
rics and Gynecology.

The heart-healthy 
lunch cost is $20 per per-
son. 

Tickets can be pur-
chased at the Paris Com-
munity Hospital regis-
tration desk.

For more information, 
call Christina Hoffman 
at 217-466-4294.

BY LINDSEY TANNER
AP Medical Writer

Rising suicide rates and depression 
in U.S. teens and young adults have 
prompted researchers to ask a provoc-
ative question: Could the same devices 
that some people blame for contribut-
ing to tech-age angst also be used to 
detect it?

The idea has sparked a race to devel-
op apps that warn of impending men-
tal health crises. Call it smartphone 
psychiatry or child psychology 2.0.

Studies have linked heavy smart-
phone use with worsening teen mental 
health. But as teens scroll through Ins-
tagram and Snapchat, tap out texts or 
watch YouTube videos, they also leave 
digital footprints that might offer clues 
to their psychological well-being.

Changes in typing speed, voice tone, 
word choice and how often kids stay 
home could signal trouble, according 
to preliminary studies.

There might be as many as 1,000 
smartphone biomarkers for depres-
sion, said Dr. Thomas Insel, former 
head of the National Institute of Men-
tal Health and now a leader in the 
smartphone psychiatry movement.

Researchers are testing experimen-
tal apps that use artificial intelligence 
to try to predict depression episodes 
or potential self-harm.

“We are tracking the equivalent of 
a heartbeat for the human brain,” said 
Alex Leow, an app developer and as-
sociate professor of psychiatry and 
bioengineering at the University of Il-
linois’ Chicago campus.

At least, that’s the goal. There are 

technical and ethical kinks to work 
out — including privacy issues and 
making sure kids grant permission to 
be monitored so closely. Developers 
say proven, commercially available 
mood-detecting apps are likely years 
— but not decades — away.

“People often feel that these things 
are creepy,” because of the tech indus-
try’s surreptitious tracking of online 
habits for commercial purposes, said 
University of Oregon psychologist 
Nick Allen.

Using smartphones as mental illness 
detectors would require informed con-
sent from users to install an app, “and 
they could withdraw permission at any 
time,” said Allen, one of the creators of 
an app that is being tested on young 
people who have attempted suicide.

“The biggest hurdle at the moment,” 
Allen said, “is to learn about what’s the 
signal and what’s the noise — what is 
in this enormous amount of data that 
people accumulate on their phones 
that is indicative of a mental health 
crisis.”

Depression affects about 3 million 
U.S. teens, and rates have climbed in 
the past decade. Thirteen percent of 
12- to 17-year-olds had depression in 
2017, up from 8 percent in 2010, U.S. 
government data show. One in 10 col-
lege-aged Americans is affected.

Suicide has risen to the second 
leading cause of death for ages 10 to 
34. Rates among teen girls doubled 
from 2007 to 2015, climbing to 5 
per 100,000. And among boys, rates 
jumped 30 percent, to 14 in 100,000.

A recent study suggested a parallel rise 
in smartphone use likely contributed.

People with mental illness typically 
get treatment, “when they’re in crisis 
and very late in the course of an illness. 

We want to have a method to identify 
the earliest signs,” in an objective way, 
Insel said.

If smartphones prove to be accurate 
mood predictors, developers say the 
ultimate goal would be to use them to 
offer real-time help, perhaps with auto-
mated text messages and links to help 
lines, or digital alerts to parents, doc-
tors or first responders.

Facebook is already doing just that 
with what it calls proactive detection.
After a livestreamed suicide, Facebook 
trained its AI systems to flag certain 
words or phrases in online posts that 
could indicate imminent self-harm. 
Friends’ comments expressing con-
cern about the user’s well-being are 
part of the equation.

“In the last year, we’ve helped first 
responders quickly reach around 3,500 
people globally who needed help,” 
Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg an-
nounced in November. Facebook has 
not disclosed outcomes of those cases.

The ongoing research includes:
— A Stanford University study in-

volving about 200 teens, including kids 
at risk for depression because of bully-
ing, family circumstances or other life 
stresses. As part of the research, teens 
who have been tracked since grade 
school get an experimental phone app 
that surveys them three times daily for 
two weeks with questions about their 
mood.

Researchers are combining those 
answers with passive smartphone data, 
including how active or sedentary kids 
are, to identify any changes that might 
be linked with future depression.

Study participant Laurel Foster, 15, 
acknowledges feeling stress over aca-
demics and the usual teen friendship 
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Bed bugs 
persistant 
tiny pests

They’re small, 
blood-sucking parasites 
perhaps living in the corners 

and crev-
ices of the 
bed and 
feeding off 
sleeping 
human 
hosts.

Bed 
bugs, for 
decades, 
existed as 
myths, part 
of a rhyme 

parents told children be-
fore bed. Now they’ve made 
an unwelcome return and 
those who know the buggers 
best say it’s high time to 
start taking them seriously.

Bed bugs are great 
hitchhikers. They can 
move from an infested site 
to a new home by traveling 
on furniture, bedding, lug-
gage, boxes and clothing.

Bed bugs are small, flat, 
reddish-brown bugs about 
the size of Abraham Lin-
coln’s head on a penny.

They have an oblong 
shell and a tiny head. They 
typically live in areas where 
people sleep because at 
night they feed on blood. 

Unlike ticks or fleas, bed 
bugs don’t latch on when 
they feed. They bite then 
scurry away to digest. 

Bed bugs have to feed on 
human blood about once a 
week, but the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention claims they 
can live several months 
without a blood meal. 

Bed bugs will adapt to 
the host’s schedule. They 
are typically nocturnal and 
avoid daylight, but if the 
host works an overnight 
shift, the bugs learn to feed 
during the day.

Bed bugs don’t form col-
onies or nest, but they do 
aggregate, usually within 
about eight feet of where a 
person sleeps.

It’s common to find clus-
ters of them on beds and 
recliners. Very skittish, bed 
bugs don’t like movement, 
which is why they feed 
while people sleep.

Places they prefer 
congregating are in the 
seams of mattresses, in bed 
frames, headboards, dress-
ers and behind wallpaper 
or clutter. A bed bug can 
travel more than 100 feet 
in a single night.

Cleanliness has nothing 
to do with it.

The stigma that a filthy 
home is more at risk of 
getting bed bugs isn’t true.

Unlike cockroaches, rats 
or flies, that feed on filth, 
bed bugs feed on blood. 
They only need a body. 
Bed bugs have been found 
in five-star hotels and 
resorts.

Bed bugs are most often 
found in major metropol-
itan areas. However, over 
time, the pests have found 
their way to rural areas. 

Anywhere there are 
close quarters makes a bet-
ter habitat for the bugs. It’s 
a numbers game because 
the more people coming 
and going from a building 
increases the odds the bugs 
will find their way into the 
structure.

Low-income housing 
is an easy target because 
many people use old 
bedding and building staff 

COURTNI
HAYS
BEE WELL  
OF EDGAR COUNTY

See HAYS, Page 8B

Shutdown not affecting health 
Vast majority of federal public health programs are operating with business as usual
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

There seems to be no end 
in sight for the current partial 
government shutdown, the 
third since the beginning of 
the Trump administration.

For the vast majority of the 
federal government’s public 
health efforts, though, it’s 
business as usual.

That’s because Congress 
has already passed five of its 
major appropriations bills, 
funding about three-fourths 
of the federal government, 
including the Department of 
Health and Human Services 
and the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs.

But seven bills are out-
standing — including those 
that fund the Interior, Agri-
culture and Justice depart-
ments — and that puts the 

squeeze on some important 
health-related initiatives.

The shutdown itself isn’t 
about health policies. It’s 
the result of differences of 
opinion between the admin-
istration and congressional 
Democrats regarding funding 
for President Trump’s bor-
der wall. But it’s far-reaching, 
nonetheless. Here’s where 
things stand:

Since HHS funding is 
set through September, the 
flagship government health 
care programs — think 
Obamacare, Medicare and 
Medicaid — are insulated.

That’s also true of public 
health surveillance, like track-
ing the flu virus, a responsibil-
ity of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. The 
National Institutes of Health, 
which oversees major bio-

medical research, is also fine. 
It’s a stark contrast to last Jan-
uary’s shutdown, which sent 
home about half of HHS’s 
staff.

Although the Food and 
Drug Administration falls 
under the HHS umbrella, it 
receives significant funding 
for its food safety operations 
through the spending bill for 
the Department of Agricul-
ture, which is entirely caught 
up in the shutdown.

Last year, that tallied an 
estimated $2.9 billion to sup-
port among other things these 
FDA oversight efforts, which 
involve everything from food 
recalls to routine facility in-
spections and cosmetics 
regulation. Not having those 
dollars now means, accord-
ing to the FDA contingency 
plan, that about 40 percent 

of the agency — thousands 
of government workers — is 
furloughed.

The FDA will continue 
work that’s critical to public 
health and safety. It will be 
able to respond to emergen-
cies, like the flu and food-
borne illnesses. It will contin-
ue recalls of any foods, drugs 
and medical devices that pose 
a high risk to human health. 

The FDA’s responsibilities 
for drug approval and over-
sight are funded by user fees 
and will continue product 
reviews where the fees have 
already been paid. Regulation 
of tobacco products is also 
continuing.

Because Congress has yet 
to approve funding for the In-
dian Health Service, which is 
run by HHS but gets its mon-
ey through the Department of 

the Interior, IHS feels the full 
weight of the shutdown. The 
only services that can contin-
ue are those that meet, “im-
mediate needs of the patients, 
medical staff, and medical fa-
cilities,” according to the shut-
down contingency plan.

That includes IHS-run 
clinics, which provide direct 
health care to tribes around 
the country. These facilities 
are open, and many staffers 
are reporting to work because 
they are deemed excepted 
said Jennifer Buschik, an 
agency spokeswoman. But 
they will not be paid until 
Congress and the administra-
tion reach a deal.

Other IHS programs are 
taking a more direct hit. For 
example, the agency has sus-
pended grants that support 

See HEALTH, Page 8B

Wear Red 
Luncheon 
set Feb. 1

TECHNOLOGY MAY AID MONITORING MENTAL HEALTH

Haven Daley/AP Photo

In this Nov. 1, 2018 photo, Laurel Foster holds her phone in San Francisco. Foster is among teens involved in Stanford University 
research testing whether smartphones can be used to help detect depression and potential self-harm. 

Detecting teen depression
Smartphone apps could 
monitor teen angst, moods

See ANGST, Page 8B

HORVAT

Horizon Health 
hosting event
at Cafe France
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CLOSURES:  Tuesday, Jan. 1—Clinics closed. EZ Care open 9 am to 7 pm. 
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tribal health programs as well 
as preventive health clinics 
run by the Office of Urban In-
dian Health Programs.

The Department of Home-
land Security’s Office of 
Health Affairs assesses threats 
posed by infectious diseas-
es, pandemics and biological 
and chemical attacks. It is 
supposed to be scaling back, 
according to the department’s 
shutdown contingency plan. 
This office is just one com-
ponent of the 204-person 
Countering Weapons of Mass 
Destruction Office, which is 
retaining about 65 employees 
during the funding gap.

Other DHS health workers 
are likely to work without pay 
— for instance, health inspec-
tors at the border, said Peter 
Boogaard, who was an agency 
spokesman under the Obama 
administration. According to 
DHS’s plan, the vast majori-
ty of Border Patrol employ-
ees will continue working 
through the shutdown.

The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency has also run out 
of funding. According to its 
contingency plan, it’s keeping 
on more than 700 employees 
without pay, including those 
who work on Superfund sites 
or other activities where the 
threat to life or property is im-
minent. (More than 13,000 
EPA workers have been fur-

ANGST
FROM PAGE 7B

pressures and says depression 
is rampant at her San Francis-
co high school. She said using 
the smartphone app felt a bit 
like being spied on, but with so 
many online sites already track-
ing users’ habits, “one more 
isn’t really a big difference.”

“I feel like it’s good to actu-
ally find out what is stressing 
you,” Laurel said, endorsing 
the idea of using smartphones 
to try to answer that question.

At UCLA, as part of a 
broader effort to battle cam-
pus depression launched in 
2017, researchers are offer-
ing online counseling and an 
experimental phone app to 
students who show signs of 
at least mild depression on 
a screening test. About 250 
freshmen agreed to use the 
app in the first year. Personal 
sensing data collected from 
the app is being analyzed to 
see how it correlates with any 
worsening or improvement in 
depression symptoms seen in 
Internet therapy.

Sophomore Alyssa Lizarra-
ga, who had the app on her 
phone for about six months, 
said it was, “a little like the Big 
Brother thing. Half of me felt 
that way. The other half felt 
like I hope it will be useful.”

Lizarraga, 19, has had depres-
sion since high school in Whit-
tier, California. She has worried 
that she’s addicted to her phone 
and spends a lot of time on so-

cial media sites. “People need 
to see the best side of me there,” 
she said, and comparing herself 
with others online sometimes 
gets her down.

But using smartphones in a 
positive way for mental health 
might help nudge people to 
seek early treatment, if they 
could see how their phone 
use showed signs of depres-
sion, she said.

At the University of Illinois’ 
Chicago campus, research-
ers studying depression and 
mania in bipolar disorder are 
using crowdsourcing to test 
their experimental phone 
app. Anyone can download 
the free app, and nearly 2,000 
have so far, agreeing to let 
the researchers continuously 
track things such as typing 
speed, number of keystrokes 

and use of spellcheck. Partic-
ipants include healthy people, 
and their data will help re-
searchers zero in on changes 
in phone use that may signal 
onset of mood problems, 
said Leow, the psychiatry and 
bioengineering expert who 
helped develop it.

The study is for ages 18 and 
up, but if proven to work, the 
technology could be used in 
kids too, Leow said.

Mindstrong, a Palo Alto, 
California, tech health com-
pany co-founded by Insel, the 
former NIH official, is testing 
a digital phenotyping app in 
several studies. Insel thinks 
the technology has promise 
to transform psychiatry, but 
the most important question 
is whether it can be used to 
improve patient health.

loughed.)
That limits the agency’s 

capacity for activities in-
cluding inspecting water 
that people drink and reg-
ulating pesticides.

But it’s not just regu-
lation. The public health 
stakes are visceral — and 
sometimes, frankly, pretty 
gross.

Just look at the Nation-
al Park Service, which has 
halted restroom mainte-
nance and trash service 
for lack of funding. On 
Sunday, Yosemite National 
Park in California closed 
its campgrounds. On 
Wednesday, Joshua Tree 
National Park, also in Cal-
ifornia, did the same.

Shaughnessy honored for service
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Eric Shaughnessy, a para-
medic with Edgar County 
Special Service Area Ambu-
lance, was recently recognized 
by the Board of Directors 
of the National Registry of 
Emergency Medical Techni-
cians (NREMT) for achiev-
ing 20 consecutive years of 
National EMS Certification.

This distinction is an honor 
held by few EMS profession-
als.

To maintain his status as a 
nationally registered EMT, 
Shaughnessy completed, on a 
biennial basis, the most com-

p re h e n s i v e 
recer t i f ica-
tion program 
for EMS pro-
fessionals in 
America.

S h a u g h -
nessy was 

nationally registered as a para-
medic in 1988 and has been 
serving the Edgar County 
community since 2009.  

Prior to this position, he 
practiced in the Louisville 
Metro area and rural South-
ern Indiana, both in ground 
EMS and air-medical trans-
portation.

The National Registry of 

Emergency Medical Techni-
cians serves as the National 
EMS Certification organi-
zation by providing a valid, 
uniform process to assess the 
knowledge and skills required 
for competent practice by 
EMS professionals through-
out their careers and by main-
taining a registry of certifica-
tion status. 

The board noted by main-
taining national certification 
and completing regular con-
tinuing education courses, 
Shaughnessy has demonstrat-
ed his commitment to provid-
ing exceptional pre-hospital 
emergency medical care.

SHAUGHNESSY

WELCOME 
HOME

Real estate listings
& more! 

Pick up your copy  
at local businesses  

and the Paris Area Chamber 
of Commerce & Tourism

may not take steps to address 
the problem.

Bed bugs do not carry 
disease. At most, they’re an-
noyances, that cause itching 
and a lack of sleep.

Experts say people bring 
an infestation into a home 
after they’ve gone to a place 
with bed bugs and somehow 
brought them back to their 
house.

This can happen just about 
anywhere: at hotels, while 
riding buses and trains, 

vacationing on cruise ships 
and bunking in dorm rooms. 
They attach to stuff not 
people. They’ve been seen on 
the bottoms of shoes, base-
ball caps and even stuffed 
animals. 

It’s unlikely to get them 
from places where people 
don’t sleep so areas where 
people get some shut-eye are 
most at risk.

People should examine 
around hotel beds when first 
checking in. Pull back the 
sheets, check the seam and 
corners of the mattress 
near the pillows and the 
headboard. Look for black 
spots, the bugs themselves or 
yellowish skins that bed bugs 
shed.

Try not to spread out in 
the hotel room. Don’t place 
an open suitcase against a 
wall. It is best to keep the 
suitcase closed and set it on 
a hard surface. Don’t spread 
clothes across the hotel 
room.

A few simple precautions 
can help    
Check secondhand fur-

niture, beds and couches for 
any signs of bedbug infesta-
tion before bringing the item 
home. 
Use a protective cover 

that encases mattresses and 
box springs to eliminate 
many hiding spots. The light 
color of the encasement 
makes bed bugs easier to see. 
Reduce clutter in your 

home to reduce hiding places 

for bed bugs.
 Vacuum frequently 

to remove any success-
ful hitchhikers.
Be vigilant when 

using shared laundry fa-
cilities. Transport items to 
be washed in plastic bags 
(if there is an active infes-
tation in the home, use 
a new bag for the return 
trip). Remove items from 
the dryer directly into the 
bag and fold at home. (A 
dryer on high heat can kill 
bed bugs.)
People living in a 

multi-family building 
should try to isolate indi-
vidual units by installing 
door sweeps on the bot-
tom of doors to discourage 
movement into hallways 
and sealing cracks and 
crevices around base-
boards, light sockets, etc., 
to discourage movement 
through wall voids.
Consider purchasing 

a portable heating cham-
ber to treat any items that 
may have bed bugs. Be 
sure to read and carefully 
follow the directions and 
be aware these devices 
are not regulated by the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency or other federal 
agencies. 

(Courtni Hays is 
Director of Environmental 
Health at the Edgar Coun-
ty Health Department. 
Email her at chays@ecphd.
org.)

Haven Daley/Ap Photo

In this Nov. 1, 2018, photo, Laurel Foster looks at Instagram in San 
Francisco. App developers say as teens scroll through Instagram 
and Snapchat, tap out texts or hole up in their rooms watching 
YouTube, they’re leaving enormous digital footprints that may 
offer clues to their psyches. Studies are underway to find out. 
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built in a buckeye grove. 
I just finished a history piece 

about Buckeye School and 
what it has grown into. That 
brought back memories of 
what those school days there 
meant to me. I went there for 
two years with Mrs. Kenney 
being there for the first year 
and Raymond Griffin the 
second year. 

Those were two great 
years in my schooling 
experience, and I met a lot 
of life-long friends there. I 
especially enjoyed the pace 
the teachers set and I even 
began to understand why it 
was important to do well in 
my studies. 

Sixth grade for me back at 
the old Pine Grove School was 
kind of bewildering. It was 
the first year I was exposed to 
a two-year school and many 
new kids were brought in that 
I had no clue about. It wasn’t 
just the neighborhood kids 
anymore. I also didn’t like the 
long rides on the school bus 
so most of the time I walked 
to school. It was mighty 
lonesome though because my 
brother didn’t walk with me. 
He went to a different school. 
I also had a different teacher 
and she insisted that I should 
try to learn a lot more than I 
wanted to. 

One thing I remember 
about Mrs. Kenney, who got 
me back on track with the 
studies, was she was a good 
disciplinarian and she didn’t 
mind telling a joke once in a 
while. Toward the end of the 
school year she told us about 
a student who was assigned 
to write a sentence with a 
foreign city in it. He wrote, 
“The farmer’s old cow got 
into the green corn and ate 
so much she Rotterdammed 

teeth out.” I think all the 
students didn’t know at first 
to laugh or not because that 
was a little rich for our tender 
ears. Then we got it and I 
suspect we all remembered 
for the rest of our lives. 

Rotterdam was a capital for 
shipping in Europe, but not 
specifically the capital of the 
Netherlands, so I we learned a 
little bit about geography and 
sentence structure that day. 
Maybe we also learned to not 
take life so seriously and have 
a little fun.

It is important for us to 
remember the things that 
make us ourselves and cherish 
them. I remember a bit about 
those “Skin Ridge” kids 
and how they sure added to 
the experiences of playing 
basketball in the mud and 
playing out in the cow pasture 
for a simulated baseball game. 
We did try to find dried patties 
of cow manure for the bases 
instead of the green ones, 
however. We learned how to 
adapt to different kinds of 
thinking about what good 
friends really were, and we 
shared equally with each other 
through the trials of doing 
those studies in the right way. 
It seems we all did OK in high 
school and we all found jobs. 

It is mighty rewarding the 
old Buckeye School is still 
a place on the map that still 
serves the neighborhood in a 
good light. It is so much better 
than to think what could have 
happened if the old building 
was left to fall down or not be 
there at all. 

Maybe that buckeye gave 
me good luck because I 
married one of those kids from 
that school. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at rstanley1937@
hotmail.com.) 

wives as part of a 400-year 
commemoration of signifi-
cant events in 1619). “How-
ever, it seems that if a family 
sent their daughter overseas, 
they absolved themselves of 
the need to provide a dowry 
for [her].”

Little is know about the 
first group of 90 brides, but 
Egloff says that some of the 56 
women in the second group 
had lost both of their parents, 
meaning that they didn’t have 
a good chance of amassing 
a suitable dowry to entice a 

husband. At least 16 wom-
en in this second group had 
worked in service to other 
English households in order 
to amass a dowry, meaning 
they hadn’t had a good one in 
the first place.

Choosing to become a to-
bacco wife certainly came 
with risks. After all, these 
women were joining a settle-
ment that was violently forc-
ing Native people off of their 
own land, and those people 
were fighting back.

“It’s hard to say how many 
[tobacco wives] survived… 
Once they got here, the re-
cord often will just dry up,” 

Elgoff says. “Some of them 
were killed in the 1622 Indian 
attack, but some of them were 
taken prisoner in that attack 
too, and then were ransomed 
back again.” Many Jamestown 
settlers also died from starva-
tion and disease.

Even so, the Virginia Com-
pany’s offer seemed like a 
good deal for English wom-
en who didn’t have any good 
marriage prospects at home. 
Most of the women who 
sailed to Jamestown through 
the program married a man 
within three months. Al-
though many Americans to-
day may think it odd to marry 

a stranger that quickly, it 
wasn’t unusual at the time.

“It’s something that a lot 
of people are fascinated 
with, the idea of promis-
ing to marry a stranger,” 
Yablon-Zug says. “It’s 
so antithetical to how 
we view marriage these 
days… [But] what these 
women were doing wasn’t 
that different than what 
they would probably have 
done if they stayed home.” 
Marriage in 17th century 
Britain was an economic 
necessity, and in, “most cas-
es, they weren’t going to be 
marrying for love anyway.”

Across

 1. W. Loman’s failed son

 5. Largest English dictionary (abbr.)

 8. Wanes

12. Lifeless geologic period

14. No (Scottish)

15. Filled chocolate cookie

16. Circular chordophones

18. Short-term memory

19. Any small compartment

20. Poisonous gas

21. Cologne

22. Scaleless fishes

23. Ormolu

26. Well-known & respected

30. Man-made river embankment

31. Yearned after something

32. Before

33. Garlic mayonnaise

34. California white oak

39. CNN’s founder Turner

42. Removed contents

44. Frighten

46. Responded

47. “Extant” star

49. Aba ____ Honeymoon

50. Box (abbr.)

51. Reptile leather

56. Norse goddess of old age

57. Drive obliquely, as of a nail

58. Inspire with love

59. Affirm positively

60. European sea eagle

61. Congresswoman Giffords

62. Emit coherent radiation

63. Fall back time

64. Masses of fish eggs

 Clues Down
1. Leavened rum cake

2. Moslem women’s garment

3. Quilting duo:  ____ & Porter

4. S W Pacific state

5. The start of something

6. Edible

7. More coy

8. From 56 to 34 million years 

ago

9. Small wind

10. Disney heroine

11. Helios

13. Existing at birth but not 
hereditary
17. Paris river
24. Confined condition (abbr.)
25. More than charged
26. A major division of 
geological time
27. Japanese apricot
28. Initial public offering
29. A quantity of no impor-
tance
35. Securities market
36. Sharp part of a tool
37. Downwind
38. Doctor of Education

40. Built up

CROSSWORD

41. Borrowers

42. Stray

43. Country singer Haggard

44. Eurasian marten pelts

45. Fashion magazine 

Marie ___

47. Turkish candy

48. Regarding

49. Distribute game cards

52. Princess Anne’s 

daughter

53. Planned pipeline from 

Burgas to Vlore

54. An academic gown

55. Removes moisture

Golden Globes 
are set Sunday

NEW YORK (AP) — Dra-
matic period pieces will vie 
for the top comedy-musical 
awards and song-stuffed mov-
ies are poised to dominate the 
dramatic categories. Welcome 
to the 71st annual Golden 
Globes.

Category confusion often 
reigns at the Globes. Remem-
ber when laughers like “The 
Martian” and “Get Out” com-
peted as comedies? But the 
Globes, reliably the frothiest, 
quirkiest and most entertain-
ing stop in the awards-sea-
son march to the Academy 
Awards, might feel especially 
upside down this year.

The night, to be broadcast 
live Sunday on NBC, may ulti-
mately belong to Bradley Coo-
per’s “A Star Is Born” revival. 
It’s the favorite for best picture 
(drama), best actress (Lady 
Gaga), best song (“Shallow”) 
and best actor (Bradley Coo-
per). The film’s stiffest compe-
tition may come from another 
music movie: the Freddie Mer-
cury biopic “Bohemian Rhap-
sody,” whose star, Rami Malek, 
some believe could pull off the 
acting upset over Cooper.

Despite their copious tun-
eage, the campaigns of both 
“A Star Is Born” and “Bohemi-
an Rhapsody” elected for the 
more serious dramatic catego-
ry. For “A Star Is Born,” it’s a 
kind of power move to firmly 
establish itself as the Oscar 
front runner many believe it is.

Oscar voting, as it turns out 
this year, commences Monday, 
the morning after the Golden 
Globes. If “A Star Is Born” runs 
away with the Globes, it will 
enter the nominations period 
of the Academy Awards as the 
favorite by a wide margin.

With “A Star Is Born” (along 
with “Black Panther,” ‘’If Beale 

Street Could Talk” and “BlacK-
kKlansman”) up for best pic-
ture as a drama, that’s left a few 
humor-tinged movies many 
would peg as dramas — “The 
Favourite,” ‘’Green Book” and 
“Vice” — to give the comedy/
musical side of the Globes a bit 
more heft than usual.

Of those, “Vice” comes in 
with the most nominations of 
any film (six), but the chances 
of “The Favourite” are proba-
bly the best on Sunday. “The 
Favourite,” Yorgos Lanthimos’ 
triangular power struggle in 
Queen Anne’s court, is the 
most decorated film of the 
bunch.

Emily Blunt, nominated 
twice this year by the Holly-
wood Foreign Press Associ-
ation (best actress for “Mary 
Poppins Returns” and best 
supporting actress for “A Qui-
et Place”) could give Colman 
— named the lead of “The 
Favourite” — a run for her 
money. But Colman’s tragi-
comic performance as Queen 
Anne has made her the definite 
front-runner and potentially 
Lady Gaga’s stiffest competi-
tion come the Oscars when 
the two best-actress contend-
ers will presumably go head to 
head.

The awards season of “Green 
Book” has been marred by 
backlash, so Peter Farrelly’s 
1960s road trip tale probably 
has the most to gain from a 
strong showing at the Globes. 
The film’s best actor (comedy) 
contender, Viggo Mortensen, 
may not be able to challenge 
Christian Bale’s Dick Cheney, 
but the HFPA — which over-
looked Mahershala Ali for 
“Moonlight” — may right that 
wrong with an award for his 
supporting performance in 
“Green Book.”



Office space for rent
208 East Jasper St., 
Paris, IL
Stop by weekdays 8-5 or 
Phone 217/465-8562.

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Odd Jobs Mary
House cleaning
Organizing
Windows
Minor Landscaping
Serving Paris & the 
surrounding area.
(217) 508-2004

REGIONAL DRIVERS NEEDED
Run Midwest only. 
Van & flatbed.  
Avg $0.50 per mile.  
Can be home 2-3 nights 
per week & weekends.  
1 yr exp required. 
Class A CDL. 
217-712-0429

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW 
YEAR BECOME AN AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE TECH. 
FAA APPROVED TRAINING. 
FINANCIAL AID IF QUALIFIED. 
JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. 
CALL AIM 800-481-8312

Now Hiring! Precision Collision 
is seeking qualified individuals 
to join our team!
-Competitive pay
-Family Atmosphere
-Must be 18 to apply
-Valid Driver’s License Required
Positions available: 
Detailer & Estimator/
Salesperson
Experience required for 
our estimator/salesperson 
position. Open interview’s every 
Wednesday from 9 am-12 pm

Part-time Carwash attendant 
needed.  Customer service 
experience a plus.  
Apply anytime online at 
www.dirtbustercarwash.com 
or pick up an application at the 
wash. Dirtbuster Carwash 
303 East Jasper Street in Paris.

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Small 2 bedroom, 1 bath house
Washer, dryer, stove & refrigera-
tor included.
References needed.
$475/mo plus deposit.
Call 217-463-1427

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

2 Rooms upstairs. 
All appliances, including W/D. 
$300.00 per month, half utilities.  
Wi-fi & Direct TV available. 
Pets welcome. 
Call (217)712-1223

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  
No pets.
217-264-9634

Nice 2br apt 
$525+dep 
Central air. 
217 466 8210

For Rent -   Marshall
2 bdrm apartment; 
2nd floor with deck;  
off street parking;  
$600 monthly including ALL 
utilities
217 822 6103

2019 Edgar County Historical 
Society  will be open 1st & 3rd 
Saturdays each month from 10 
am-3 pm.

EDGAR COUNTY FAIR
Annual Meeting
January 16, 2019

7:00 pm
Speed Office

FREON R12 WANTED: CERTIFIED 
BUYER will PAY CA$H for R12 
cylinders or cases of cans. 
(312) 291-9169; 
www.refrigerantfinders.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

SHERI L. HACKETT,
Plaintiff,

vs

HAROLD D. BRANSON, JERRY D.
BRANSON, BRENDA K. 
BRANSON, LORI A. NEBERGALL, 
JERROD L. BRANSON, DIANE 
BRANSON, HILARY BRANSON 
LINDA ROSE MULLENIX 
Defendants.

Case No.  2018-CH-20

NOTICE OF SALE 

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN, that pursuant to an Order 
entered by the Circuit Court for 
the Fifth Judicial Circuit, Edgar 
County, Illinois in the above 
entitled matter on November 26, 
2018, the Sheriff of Edgar County, 
in Paris, Illinois will on January 
16, 2019, at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, 115 W. Court Street, 
Paris, Illinois, at the hour of  10:00 
a.m. sell at public auction to the 
highest bidder for cash, all and 
singular, the following described 
real estate mentioned in said 
Order, situated in the County of 
Edgar, State of Illinois.

Legal Description of the 
Premises:

LOTS NOS. 141 AND 142 IN W. E. 
O’HAIR’S ADDITION TO THE CITY 
OF PARIS.  IN EDGAR COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS.

PREIN:  09-18-12-257-009

Common Address:    404 East 
Jackson, Paris, IL 61944

Description of improvements:  
residence

Sale terms:  This is an As Is sale 
for cash.  The successful bidder 
must deposit 10% down by 
certified funds; the balance by 
certified funds within 24 hours.  
NO REFUNDS.

The subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, special 
assessments or special taxes 
levied against said real estate, 

mowing fees, etc., and is offered 
for sale without any representa-
tion as to quality or quantity of 
title without recourse to Plaintiff.  
The sale is further subject to 
confirmation by the Court.

Upon payment in full of the bid 
amount, the purchaser shall 
receive a Certificate of Sale, 
which will entitle the purchaser 
to a Deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.  The 
property will not be available 
for inspection prior to sale.  
Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to 
verify all information.

For Information: Richard L. 
James, Attorney at Law, 
328 North Central, 
P O Box 820, 
Paris, IL 61944  

Further information than that 
given here in this notice of sale is 
not required to be given. 

Richard James
ARDC # 1323156
328 N. Central Avenue 
P O Box 820
Paris, IL 61944
Phone: (217) 465-2529
Fax: (217) 463-1982
rlj@rjameslaw.com

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150023

TO: JEFFREY MYERS, Persons in 
Occupancy or actual possession 
of said property, unknown owners 
or parties interested in said land 
or lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(9). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 08-16-26-140-010, Brief 
Legal Description:  LOTS 18 & 19 
WN BROWNS HEIRS 1ST ADD, 
Certificate Number: 150023. Said 
Property was sold on 10/27/2016 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments 
for the year 2015.  The period 
of redemption will expire on 
5/28/2019. On June 13, 2019 @ 
1:30 PM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance 
of a Tax Deed.

A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150031

TO: PROSPECT BANK TRUSTEE 
FOR TRUST 455C-3887, Persons 
in Occupancy or actual posses-
sion of said property, unknown 
owners or parties interested in 
said land or lots. A Petition for Tax 
Deed on the property described 
below has been filed with the 
Circuit Clerk of EDGAR County, 
IL as Case No. 2016TX1(10). 
The Property is located at:  
Permanent Index Number: 
09-13-36-100-025, Brief Legal 
Description:  S36 T14 R12 PT SW 
NE NW. , Certificate Number: 
150031. Said Property was sold 
on 10/27/2016 for Delinquent 
Real Estate Taxes and/or Special 
Assessments for the year 2015.  
The period of redemption will 
expire on 5/28/2019. On June 
13, 2019 @ 1:30 PM the Petitioner 
will make application to such 
Court in said County for an Order 
for Issuance of a Tax Deed.

A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150050

TO: DELORES LEE WHALEN, 
ILLINOIS HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, 
Persons in Occupancy or actual 
possession of said property, 
unknown owners or parties in-
terested in said land or lots. 
A Petition for Tax Deed on the 
property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(11). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 09-18-01-208-003, 
Brief Legal Description:  S1 
T13 R12 E 60’ LOT 8 SAMUEL 
CONNELLYS ADD., Certificate 
Number: 150050. Said Property 
was sold on 10/27/2016 for 
Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments 
for the year 2015.  The period 
of redemption will expire on 
5/28/2019. On June 13, 2019 @ 
1:30 PM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance 
of a Tax Deed.

A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150066

TO: JAY W HISSEM, MICHELLE 
M HISSEM, DISCOVER BANK, 
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF 
REVENUE LIEN UNIT, Persons in 
Occupancy or actual possession 
of said property, unknown owners 
or parties interested in said land 
or lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below has 

been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(12). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 09-18-02-406-018, 
Brief Legal Description:  S2 T13 
R12 LOT 49 WESTVIEW 2ND ADD , 
Certificate Number: 150066. Said 
Property was sold on 10/27/2016 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments 
for the year 2015.  The period 
of redemption will expire on 
5/28/2019. On June 13, 2019 @ 
1:30 PM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance 
of a Tax Deed.

A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150076

TO: TERRI L HURT, DENNY L 
HURT, Persons in Occupancy 
or actual possession of said 
property, unknown owners or 
parties interested in said land or 
lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(13). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 09-18-12-161-005, Brief 
Legal Description:  S12 T13 R12 
LOT 578 & 579 COMM CLUB ADD, 
Certificate Number: 150076. Said 
Property was sold on 10/27/2016 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments 
for the year 2015.  The period 
of redemption will expire on 
5/28/2019. On June 13, 2019 @ 
1:30 PM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance 
of a Tax Deed.

A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150077

TO: JOHN J HOLLINGSWORTH, 
Persons in Occupancy or actual 
possession of said property, 
unknown owners or parties in-
terested in said land or lots. 
A Petition for Tax Deed on the 
property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(15). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 09-18-12-176-011, Brief 
Legal Description:  S12-T13-R12 
LOT 429 COMMERCIAL CLUB 
ADD, Certificate Number: 
150077. Said Property was sold 
on 10/27/2016 for Delinquent 
Real Estate Taxes and/or Special 
Assessments for the year 2015.  
The period of redemption will 
expire on 5/28/2019. On June 
13, 2019 @ 1:30 PM the Petitioner 
will make application to such 
Court in said County for an Order 
for Issuance of a Tax Deed.

A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150079

TO: DENNIS BALLINGER, Persons 
in Occupancy or actual posses-
sion of said property, unknown 
owners or parties interested in 
said land or lots. A Petition for Tax 
Deed on the property described 
below has been filed with the 
Circuit Clerk of EDGAR County, 
IL as Case No. 2016TX1(14). The 
Property is located at:  Permanent 
Index Number: 09-18-12-201-007, 
Brief Legal Description:  S12 T13 
R12 LOT 175 KENWOOD ADD , 
Certificate Number: 150079. Said 
Property was sold on 10/27/2016 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments 
for the year 2015.  The period 
of redemption will expire on 
5/28/2019. On June 13, 2019 @ 
1:30 PM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance 
of a Tax Deed.

A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150085

TO: IBUSH MALOVSKI, ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
LIEN UNIT, ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT 
SECURITY, Persons in Occupancy 
or actual possession of said 
property, unknown owners or 
parties interested in said land or 
lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(16). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 09-18-12-255-008, 
Brief Legal Description:  S12 T13 
R12 W S O’HAIR’S ADD. LOT 154 , 
Certificate Number: 150085. Said 
Property was sold on 10/27/2016 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments 
for the year 2015.  The period 
of redemption will expire on 
5/28/2019. On June 13, 2019 @ 
1:30 PM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance 
of a Tax Deed.

A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150087

TO: DEAN E CRAIG, FIRST BANK 
& TRUST N/K/A FIRST MID BANK 
& TRUST, Persons in Occupancy 
or actual possession of said 
property, unknown owners or 
parties interested in said land or 
lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(19). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 09-18-12-308-002, 
Brief Legal Description:  S12 T13 
R12 LOT 659 COMM CLUB ADD , 
Certificate Number: 150087. Said 
Property was sold on 10/27/2016 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments 
for the year 2015.  The period 
of redemption will expire on 
5/28/2019. On June 13, 2019 @ 
1:30 PM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance 
of a Tax Deed.

A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150112

TO: JOHN RUND, DORIS RUND, 
PERSONAL FINANCE COMPANY, 
GMAC MORTGAGE, LLC, MERS, 
Persons in Occupancy or actual 
possession of said property, 
unknown owners or parties in-
terested in said land or lots. 
A Petition for Tax Deed on the 
property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(17). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 15-02-31-326-008, 
Brief Legal Description:  LOT 
10 OF PETER COCKRELL’S 1ST 
ADDN & LOTS 11 & 12 PETER 
COCKERELS’ ADDN TO HUME, 
Certificate Number: 150112. Said 
Property was sold on 10/27/2016 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments 
for the year 2015.  The period 
of redemption will expire on 
5/28/2019. On June 13, 2019 @ 
1:30 PM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance 
of a Tax Deed.

A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150118

TO: JOJAN A SHANKS, Persons in 
Occupancy or actual possession 
of said property, unknown owners 
or parties interested in said land 
or lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(18). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 15-02-34-231-005, Brief 

Legal Description:  LOTS 203 & 
204 JOHN METCALFS 2ND ADD, 
Certificate Number: 150118. Said 
Property was sold on 10/27/2016 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments 
for the year 2015.  The period 
of redemption will expire on 
5/28/2019. On June 13, 2019 @ 
1:30 PM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance 
of a Tax Deed.

A B Investments, Petitioner

NOTICE OF FINDING OF 
NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT AND 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO 
REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS

Saturday, January 5, 2019
Hunter Township 
(Edgar County) 

21565 E 1350th Road
Paris, IL  61944

 (217) 808-2332

These notices shall satisfy two 
separate but related procedural 
requirements for activities to be 
undertaken by Hunter Township.

REQUEST FOR 
RELEASE OF FUNDS

On or about January 23, 2019, 
Hunter Township will submit a 
request to the Illinois Department 
of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity (DCEO) for the re-
lease of Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) funds 
under Title I of the Housing and 
Community Development Act of 
1974, as amended, to undertake 
a project known as Hunter 
Township CDBG Grant #17-
242016 for targeted water main 
extensions improvements for the 
purpose of construction to install 
approximately 23,000 lineal 
feet of 3” water main, 32,000 
lineal feet of 4” water main and 
27,000 lineal feet of 6” water 
main (approximately 15 miles),  
LMI direct benefit service lines 
(hook-up) and tap on fees, hy-
drants, meters, seeding, erosion 
control, and all related costs in the 
Township (Edgar County, Illinois).  
The review area is generally 
bound by: E 1600th Road (north), 
Illinois / Indiana State Line 
(east), E 1100th Road (south), 
and N 1900th Street (west) 
{39.651 / -87.561} and includes 
21805 Clinton Road, Paris, Illinois 
61944.  The total estimated con-
struction costs of $608,475 will 
be funded as follows: $185,000 
CDBG grant and $423,475 Clark 
Edgar Rural Water District funds 
via US Rural Development funds 
and is generally located in the 
eastern portion of Edgar County.   
The construction is planned to 
start in the Spring of 2019 and 
planned to be completed by Fall 
2019.

FINDING OF NO 
SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

Hunter Township has determined 
that the project will have no 
significant impact on the human 
environment.  Therefore, an 
Environmental Impact Statement 
under the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is not 
required.  Additional project 
information is contained in the 
Environmental Review Record 
(ERR) on file at Clark Edgar 
Rural Water District, 475 Illinois 
Highway 1, Marshall, IL 62441 
or by calling (217) 463-5888;  
or at Hunter Township, c/o 
Supervisor Joel Hollis, 21565 E 
1350th Road, Paris, IL 61944.  
Interested persons may also call 
Hunter Township Supervisor, 
Joel Hollis at (217) 808-2332 
for additional information about 
this proposed project and may 
be examined or copied weekdays 
9:00 A.M to 4:00 P.M.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Any individual, group, or agency 
may submit written comments 
on the ERR to Hunter Township 
c/o Supervisor Joel Hollis, 
21565 E 1350th Road, Paris, IL 
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MARK
DIRECTION

MARK
DIRECTION

Having a yard sale? You get up to 40 words that will reach 7,225 homes 
and businesses in Edgar County twice (two weeks in a row), three 
heavy-duty, all-weather signs (like the one surrounding this ad), 140 

217-921-3216 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944

fluorescent green pre-priced labels, tips for a no hassle sale, pre-sale 
checklist, sales record form.  All for $1000!!!! 

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

232 West Wood Street

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

AUCTION*AUCTION*AUCTION*

LIVE & ONLINE SIMULCAST - BIDDING AVAILABLE!
Click “Online Bidding” @calliebaberauction.com to browse & bid!
Come ring in the New Year with some great deals!

Sunday, January 6th @ noon IL time
Mick Armstrong Moving & Consignment Sale!
Other consignors include: Dr. Leland Phipps Estate, 
Ingram, Colter and more! - Preview Sat. 1-4 p.m.

Antiques, Primitives, Collectibles, Quality Furniture & more!

MATTOON
KAWASAKI YAMAHA
SSR MOTORSPORTS

&
CF MOTO 

•  MOTORCYCLES
•  ATV’S

•  MULES
•  TEREX’S

Parts, Accessories, Sales
And Service

Mattoon - 217-258-2000
mattoonkawasakiyamaha.com



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, JANUARY 5, 2019  |  11BNEWS, LEGALS

All comments received by January 
22, 2019 will be considered by 
Hunter Township prior to autho-
rizing submission of a request 
for release of funds.  Comments 
should specify which Notice they 
are addressing.

ENVIRONMENTAL 
CERTIFICATION

Hunter Township certifies to 
Illinois Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity 
(DCEO) that Joel Hollis in his 
capacity as Hunter Township 
Supervisor consents to accept 
the jurisdiction of the Federal 
Courts if an action is brought 
to enforce responsibilities in 
relation to the environmental 
review process and that these re-
sponsibilities have been satisfied.  
DECO’s approval of the certifica-
tion satisfies its responsibilities 
under NEPA and related laws and 
authorities and allows Hunter 
Township to use Program funds. 

OBJECTIONS TO 
RELEASE OF FUNDS

DCEO will accept objections to 
its release of funds and Hunter 
Township’s certification for a 
period of fifteen days following 
the anticipated submission date 
or its actual receipt of the request 

(whichever is later) only if they 
are on one of the following bases: 
(a) the certification was not 
executed by the Certifying Officer 
of Hunter Township; (b) Hunter 
Township has omitted a step or 
failed to make a decision or find-
ing required by HUD regulations 
at 24 CFR part 58; (c) the grant 
recipient or other participants 
in the development process 
have committed funds, incurred 
costs or undertaken activities 
not authorized by 24 CFR Part 
58 before approval of a release 
of funds by DCEO; or (d) another 
Federal agency acting pursuant to 
40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted 
a written finding that the project 
is unsatisfactory from the stand-
point of environmental quality.  
Objections must be prepared and 
submitted in accordance with 
the required procedures (24 CFR 
Part 58, Sec. 58.76) and shall be 
addressed to Illinois Department 
of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity, CDBG Unit, at 500 
East Monroe Street, Springfield, 
Illinois  62701.  Potential objectors 
should contact DCEO at (217) 
558-2842 to verify the actual last 
day of the objection period.

Joel Hollis, Hunter Township 
Supervisor

PUBLIC NOTICE
TREE TRIMMING ACTIVITIES IN 

PARIS AND NEARBY AREAS

TO THE PATRONS OF AMEREN 
ILLINOIS:

Please be advised that Ameren 
Illinois will trim trees and other 
vegetation in and around the 
town(s) of Paris, Illinois.  Our 
qualified utility arborists will 
trim trees and vegetation that 
could interfere with electric lines 
that run from pole to pole and 
elsewhere. This work is necessary 
in order to minimize the likelihood 
of outages and safety hazards. 
There is no charge to you for this 
service. 

If you have any questions about 
this work, please call 1-800-
755-5000 or visit our website 
at MySafeTrees.com. You may 
address your concerns in the 
manner specified on our website. 
You may also call the Consumer 
Services Division of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission at 
1-800-524-0795. Maps have been 
provided to the mayors and the 
county board chairpersons of the 
affected areas.

Sincerely,
Ameren Illinois  
Forestry Department

 

TO: AMY LYNN HILL 
a/k/a AMY HILL

CASE NO: 2016-TX-1
FILED: January 2,2019

TAKE NOTICE

County of Edgar
Date Premises Sold: 
October 27, 2016
Certificate No. 150058
Sold for General Taxes of 2015
Sold for Special Assessment of 
(Municipality)…N/A
And Special Assessment 
Number…N/A
Warrant No. …N/A
Installment No. …N/A

THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN 
SOLD FOR DELINQUENT TAXES

PROPERTY LOCATED AT: 804-
806 Douglas St., Paris, Illinois

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OR 
PERMANENT INDEX NO. 
09-18-01-365-003

This notice is to advise you that 
the above property has been sold 
for delinquent taxes and that the 
period of redemption from the 
sale will expire on April 30, 2019.

The amount to redeem is subject 
to increase at 6 month intervals 

from the date of the sale and 
may be further increased if the 
purchaser at the tax sale or his 
assignee pays any subsequently 
accruing taxes or special assess-
ments to redeem the property 
from subsequent forfeitures or 
tax sales. Check with County 
Clerk as to the exact amount you 
owe before redeeming.

This notice is also to advise you 
that a petition has been filed for 
a tax deed which will transfer title 
and the right to possession of 
this property if redemption is not 
made on or before April 30, 2019.

This matter is set for hearing in 
the Circuit Court of this County in
Paris, Illinois on May 2, 2019 at 
2:00 p.m.

You may be present at this hear-
ing but your right to redeem will 

already have expired at that time.

YOU ARE URGED TO REDEEM 
IMMEDIATELY TO PREVENT LOSS 
OF PROPERTY

Redemption can be made at any 
time on or before April 30, 2019 
by applying to the County Clerk 
of Edgar County, Illinois at office 
of the County Clerk in the Court 
House in Paris, Illinois.

For further information contact 
the County Clerk,115 West Court 
Street, Paris, IL 61944, Telephone: 
(217)466-7433
B.S. of Hoopeston, Inc. 
January 2, 2019

FRUIN & KASH
Richard M. Kash, Jr.
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944-1704
Phone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213

REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this newspaper

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— President Donald Trump 
declared Friday he could keep 
parts of the government shut 
down for months or even years 
as he and Democratic leaders 
failed in a second closed-door 
meeting to resolve his demand 
for billions of dollars for a bor-
der wall with Mexico. They 
did agree to a new round of 
weekend talks between staff 
members and White House 
officials.

Trump met in the White 
House Situation Room with 
congressional leaders from 
both parties as the shutdown 
hit the two-week mark amid an 
impasse over his wall demands. 
Democrats emerged from the 
roughly two-hour meeting, 
which both sides said was con-
tentious at times, to report little 
if any progress.

The standoff also prompted 
economic jitters and anxiety 
among some in Trump's own 
party. But he appeared in the 
Rose Garden to frame the 
upcoming weekend talks as 
progress, while making clear he 
would not reopen the govern-
ment.

"We won't be opening until 
it's solved," Trump said. "I don't 
call it a shutdown. I call it do-
ing what you have to do for the 
benefit and the safety of our 
country."

Trump said he could de-
clare a national emergency to 
build the wall without con-
gressional approval, but would 
first try a negotiated process. 
Trump previously described 
the situation at the border as a 
national emergency before he 
dispatched active-duty troops 
in what critics described as a 
pre-election stunt.

Trump also said the hun-
dreds of thousands of federal 

workers who are furloughed 
or working without pay would 
want him to keep going and 
fight for border security. Asked 
how people would manage 
without a financial safety net, 
he declared: "The safety net 
is going to be having a strong 
border because we're going to 
be safe."

Democrats, on the other 
hand, spoke of families un-
able to pay bills and called on 
Trump to reopen the govern-
ment while negotiations con-
tinue. Senate Democratic Mi-
nority Leader Chuck Schumer 
said, "It's very hard to see how 
progress will be made unless 
they open up the government."

Friday's White House meet-
ing with Trump included eight 
congressional leaders — the 
top two Democrats and Re-
publicans of both chambers. 
People familiar with the session 
but not authorized to speak 
publicly described Trump as 
holding forth at length on a 
range of subjects but said he 
made clear he was firm in his 
demand for $5.6 billion in wall 
funding and in rejecting the 
Democrats' request to reopen 
the government.

Trump confirmed that he 
privately told Democrats the 
shutdown could drag on for 
months or years, though he 
said he hoped it wouldn't last 
that long. Said Trump: "I hope 
it doesn't go on even beyond a 
few more days."

House Democrats muscled 
through legislation Thursday 
night to fund the government 
but not Trump's proposed 
wall. However, Senate Major-
ity Leader Mitch McConnell 
has said those measures are 
non-starters on his side of the 
Capitol without the president's 
support.

A variety of strategies are be-
ing floated inside and outside 
the White House, among them 
trading wall funding for a deal 
on immigrants brought to the 
country as young people and 
now here illegally, or using a 
national emergency declara-
tion to build the wall. While 
Trump made clear during his 
press conference that talk on 
DACA (the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals pro-
gram) would have to wait and 
that he was trying to negotiate 
with Congress on the wall, the 
conversations underscored ris-
ing Republican anxiety about 
just how to exit the shutdown.

Seeking to ease concerns, 
the White House sought to 
frame the weekend talks as a 
step forward, as did McCon-
nell, who described plans for 
a working group, though peo-

ple familiar with the meeting 
said that phrase never actually 
came up. Trump designated 
Vice President Mike Pence, 
Homeland Security Secretary 
Kirstjen Nielsen and adviser 
Jared Kushner to work with a 
congressional delegation over 
the weekend. That meeting 
is set for 11 a.m. Saturday, the 
White House said.

Some GOP senators up for 
re-election in 2020 voiced dis-
comfort with the shutdown 
in recent days, including Cory 
Gardner of Colorado and Su-
san Collins of Maine, putting 
additional pressure on Repub-
licans.

But with staff level talks 
there is always an open ques-
tion of whether Trump's aides 
are fully empowered to nego-
tiate for the president. Earlier 
this week, he rejected his own 

administration's offer to ac-
cept $2.5 billion for the wall. 
That proposal was made when 
Pence and other top officials 
met at the start of the shut-
down with Schumer.

During his free-wheeling 
session with reporters, Trump 
also wrongly claimed that he'd 
never called for the wall to be 
concrete. Trump did so repeat-
edly during his campaign, de-
scribing a wall of pre-cast con-
crete sections that would be 
higher than the walls of many 
of his rally venues. He repeated 
that promise just days ago.

"An all concrete Wall was 
NEVER ABANDONED, as 
has been reported by the me-
dia. Some areas will be all con-
crete but the experts at Border 
Patrol prefer a Wall that is see 
through (thereby making it 
possible to see what is hap-

pening on both sides). Makes 
sense to me!," he tweeted on 
Dec. 31.

Trump was joined by Pence 
in the Rose Garden, as well 
as House Republican leaders 
Kevin McCarthy and Steve 
Scalise. McConnell, who went 
back to the Capitol, unaware of 
the press conference, said it was 
encouraging that the White 
House officials and the con-
gressional contingent would 
meet over the weekend, "to see 
if they can reach an agreement 
and then punt it back to us for 
final sign off."

Schumer said if McConnell 
and Senate Republicans stay 
on the sidelines, "Trump can 
keep the government shut 
down for a long time."

"The president needs an 
intervention," Schumer said. 
"And Senate Republicans are 
just the right ones to inter-
vene."

Adding to national unease 
about the shutdown are eco-
nomic jitters as analysts warn 
of the risks of closures that are 
disrupting government oper-
ations across multiple depart-
ments and agencies at a time of 
other uncertainties in the stock 
market and foreign trade.

In their first votes of the new 
Congress, House Democrats 
approved bills Thursday night 
to re-open government at pre-
viously agreed upon levels. 
Several Republicans crossed 
over to join them.

White House and Depart-
ment of Homeland Security 
officials have spent recent days 
trying to make both a public 
and private case that the situa-
tion at the border has reached 
a crisis point. Polls show a ma-
jority of Americans oppose the 
border wall, although Republi-
cans strongly support it.

Trump says shutdown could last ‘months or even years’

Special to The Prairie Press
President Donald Trump speaks in the Rose Garden of the White House in Washington, after a 
meeting with Congressional leaders on border security, as the government shutdown continues 
Friday, Jan. 4, 2019, as Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen, Vice President Mike Pence, 
House Minority Whip Steve Scalise of La., and House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy of Calif., 
listen.

AP-NORC Poll: Immigration among the top concerns in 2019
BY NICHOLAS RICCARDI & 
HANNAH FINGERHUT
Associated Press

As much of the U.S. govern-
ment remains shut down over 
President Donald Trump's 
insistence on funding for his 
border wall, nearly half of 
Americans identify immigra-
tion as a top issue for the gov-
ernment to work on this year.

An Associated Press-
NORC Center for Public Af-
fairs Research poll conducted 
shortly before the shutdown 
began finds that both Repub-
licans and Democrats are far 
more likely to include im-
migration in their list of top 
issues facing the country this 
year compared with a year ago.

Overall, 49 percent men-
tioned immigration in an 
open-ended question as one 
of the top five problems they 
hoped the government ad-
dresses in 2019. By contrast, 
27 percent mentioned immi-
gration in December 2017.

Partisan divides on the best 
solutions remain deep. Re-
publicans continue to be more 
likely to cite immigration as a 
top issue than Democrats, an 
indication of the GOP's great-
er intensity on the issue. But 
it's an increasingly important 
issue to members of both par-
ties.

The poll found that 65 per-
cent of Republicans say immi-

gration is one of the top five 
problems facing the country, 
up from 42 percent in 2017. 
Among Democrats, 37 per-
cent cite immigration as a top 
issue, compared with just 2 in 
10 a year ago.

Roughly two-thirds of 
those who named immigra-
tion as a top priority express 
little confidence in the gov-
ernment to make progress this 
year, including a third who say 
they are not at all confident. 
About a third say they are at 
least moderately confident 
in the government to make 
progress on immigration. This 
follows a year of intermittent 
deadlocked negotiations and 
standoffs between Trump and 
Democrats in Congress.

Although both Demo-
crats and Republicans are 
increasingly likely to name 
immigration-related issues as 
top priorities for the govern-
ment, other polls show  their 
opinions on the issue diverge 
dramatically. For example, 
a December poll by CNN 
found that 78 percent of Re-
publicans and just 8 percent of 
Democrats supported build-
ing a border wall.

And with their party still in 
control of the White House 
and the Senate, Republicans 
are more optimistic about 
the government making prog-
ress on immigration this year. 

Among those who prioritize 
immigration, Republicans 
are more than three times as 
likely as Democrats to express 
some confidence the gov-
ernment will make progress. 
That includes David Hoyt, a 
77-year-old retired school su-
perintendent and registered 
Republican in eastern Iowa.

"We waste too many re-
sources with illegal aliens," 
Hoyt said. "If people want to 
come here, let's have them do 
it legally. I don't understand 
why people don't understand 
the word 'illegal.'"

Hoyt says he's also fo-
cused on the economy, and 
its healthy state is why he's 
satisfied with the country's 
direction and Trump's perfor-
mance.

"People are busy," Hoyt 
said. "I can tell the economy 
from the number of semis on 
the highway, and it's loaded."

Chris Butino, 31, is a Dem-
ocrat and a firefighter in Cor-
tland, New York, who's been 
disappointed by Trump's 
rhetoric and actions on im-
migration, especially against 
refugees. Trump has sharply 
curtailed the number of ref-
ugees accepted by the U.S. 
and taken steps to limit who 
can claim asylum as more mi-
grants from Central America 
try to do so at the Mexican 
border.

"We're America — we're 
the wealthiest nation in the 
world in terms of resources, 
and saying we're not going 
to take in the poor, huddled 
masses," Butino said. "We can 
maintain our own safety, but 
we can also be generous."

The economy remains a 
top priority for Americans, 
with 62 percent citing related 
issues, including mentions of 
jobs, unemployment, taxes 
and trade.

Nearly half of Americans 
also identify health care as one 
of the top five issues facing 
the country, unchanged from 
one year ago. A traditionally 
Democratic issue, health care 
is named by Democrats more 
than Republicans (56 percent 
versus 43 percent).

There was a sharp rise in 
environmental and climate 
issues after a year of wildfires 
and hurricanes, a change that 
is largely driven by Demo-
crats. Overall, about a quarter 
of Americans mention the 
environment as a top issue. 
About 4 in 10 Democrats in-
clude the environment as a 
priority, compared with just 
8 percent of Republicans. The 
share of Democrats naming 
the environment has grown 
11 percentage points since a 
year ago.

The poll was conducted in 
December before the stock 

market gyrations and govern-
ment shutdown. Gil Parks, a 
retired CPA who's become a 
rancher in Texas, is fine with 
the shutdown.

"It's only 25 percent of the 
government," he said.

Parks, a 59-year-old Repub-
lican, is optimistic the country 
could be in for a long stretch 
of economic growth, in part 
because of the partisan acri-
mony fueling the shutdown.

"If you look back in history, 
the economy did best when 
government couldn't get in 
the way," he said.

With Democrats assuming 
control of the House of Rep-
resentatives, the inevitable 
gridlock could preserve the 
economic expansion, Parks 
argued.

Republicans are more like-
ly than Democrats to be opti-
mistic, but feelings about the 
country are mixed even with-
in the GOP. Six in 10 Ameri-
cans are dissatisfied with the 
way things are going in the 
country as a whole, including 
79 percent of Democrats and 
42 percent of Republicans. 
Among Republicans, that's a 
slight increase from 33 per-
cent who were dissatisfied 
with the state of the country 
in October. Still, Republicans 
are far more likely than Dem-
ocrats today to say they're 
satisfied with the way things 

are going in the country, 39 
percent to 9 percent.

The unhappiness on both 
sides of the aisle is palpable to 
John Rossetti, a 47-year-old 
code enforcement officer in 
Youngstown, Ohio.

"There's a really different, 
negative environment," Ros-
setti said. "Everywhere you go, 
it's there — just a very nega-
tive atmosphere."

Rossetti describes himself 
as a moderate to conservative 
Democrat who didn't support 
Trump in 2016 but was root-
ing for him to succeed. Now 
he's disillusioned and pessi-
mistic about the future, and 
he's not alone. Americans are 
more likely to think things in 
the country will get worse in 
the next year than that they 
will get better, 42 percent to 
32 percent.

More Americans do think 
2019 will be a better year for 
them personally than think 
it will get worse, 37 percent 
to 18 percent, but another 
45 percent say there won't be 
much difference.

Rossetti has only had two 
small raises in the past 12 years 
he's worked for Youngstown, 
yet his health insurance pre-
miums keep rising.

"I don't think I'm doing bet-
ter," Rossetti said. "I feel like 
I'm doing what I need to do to 
stay afloat."
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BRIEFLY
Illinois college 
settles unfair 
practice case

DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) 
— A Chicago-area for-profit 
college has agreed to reform 
its recruiting and enrollment 
practices and forego col-
lecting about $493 million 
in student debt owed by 
179,529 students.

Career Education Corp., of 
Schaumburg, Illinois, agreed 
to a settlement with attor-
neys general from 48 states 
and the District of Columbia 
to close an investigation that 
began in 2014.

New York reached an 
earlier agreement. California 
is considering joining the 
settlement.

The average student debt 
relief will be about $2,750.

Iowa Attorney General 
Tom Miller says $1.4 million 
owed by 715 Iowa students 
who took online courses will 
not be collected.

Miller says the agreement 
will end what he termed 
deceptive practices, includ-
ing misrepresenting total 
cost and transferability of 
credits.

The company denies 
allegations of wrongdoing 
and says it will work, “to 
demonstrate the quality 
of our institutions and our 
commitment to students.”

Illinois sheriff 
jails himself to 
assess detainee 
complaints

ST. CHARLES, Ill. (AP) — 
A suburban Chicago sheriff 
is spending time locked up 
in the jail he oversees to 
evaluate detainees’ com-
plaints about conditions 
there.

Kane County Sheriff Ron 
Hain changed into a county 
jail uniform Wednesday for 
an overnight stay at the 
Kane County Adult Correc-
tional Center in St. Charles.

The Daily Herald reports 
that Hain says he’s planning 
several other stays at the 
jail in Chicago’s far west 
suburbs in the coming 
months to assess the validi-
ty of detainees’ complaints.

A recent survey of the 
corrections staff suggested 
the jail’s food, clothing and 
temperature may need 
improving.

Hain says he’s particu-
larly interested in the jail’s 
food quality and whether 
the cells are too cold.

He says that, “as sheriff 
and keeper of the house, it 
is important to experience 
it myself.”

Urbana 
police: Killing 
followed living 
arrangements  
dispute

URBANA, Ill. (AP) — 
Central Illinois police say a 
man allegedly fatally shot 
another man following a 
dispute over an apartment’s 
living arrangements.

A judge on Monday 
ordered 27-year-old Dangelis 
Michael Chambers held on a 
$1 million bond in Sunday’s 
killing of 30-year-old Renese 
Donte Riley. The Urbana 
man is charged with four 
felony counts of first-degree 
murder and one felony count 
of possession or use of a 
firearm by a felon.

Chambers asked to be 
represented by a public 
defender.

The News-Gazette reports 
Urbana police say Chambers 
shot Riley outside of an 
Urbana apartment building. 
He was pronounced dead at 
a hospital.

Police said the men had 
been in a disagreement over 
living arrangements at an 
apartment.

Chambers was arrested 
Sunday when he showed up 
at a Savoy restaurant where 
he worked.

Alderman Burke on trial
Powerful Chicago council member charged with attempted extortion in federal probe
BY MICHAEL TARM
Associated Press

CHICAGO (AP) — One 
of the most powerful and 
longest-serving City Council 
members in Chicago histo-
ry appeared in federal court 
Thursday on a charge that he 
tried to shake down a major 
fast-food restaurant chain seek-
ing city remodeling permits.

Alderman Ed Burke, 75, 
is charged with one count of 
attempted extortion for con-
veying to company executives 
in 2017 that they'd get the per-
mits only if they signed on as 
clients at Burke's private prop-
erty-tax law firm in Chicago, a 
37-page complaint unsealed on 
Thursday says.

For many Chicagoans suspi-
cious of dealings behind closed 
doors at City Hall, Burke has 
personified the city's machine 
politics. Dozens of aldermen 
have entered U.S. District court 
on corruption charges, but 
Burke seemed too powerful, 
too wealthy and too savvy to 
land himself in the kind of legal 
trouble he now faces.

He sat in a packed Chicago 
federal courtroom Thursday 
afternoon with his arms fold-
ed, wearing his trademark 
pinstriped suit with a pocket 
square. Minutes later, he stood 
before U.S. Magistrate Shei-

la Finnegan, who asked if he 
understood the charge and 
that a conviction could carry a 
lengthy prison sentence.

"Yes, your honor," he an-
swered calmly.

Speaking briefly outside his 
home Thursday night, Burke 
said "I've done nothing wrong."

"I'm not guilty of anything, 
and I'm trusting that when I 
have my day in court that will 
be clear beyond a reasonable 
doubt," he said.

The complaint alleges that as 
part of the extortion scheme, 
Burke solicited a campaign 
contribution for an unnamed 
politician. The Chicago Tri-
bune and Chicago Sun-Times 
reported that Cook County 
Board President Toni Preck-
winkle, a candidate for Chi-
cago mayor, was the intended 
recipient of the contribution.

Preckwinkle said in a state-
ment that she learned Thursday 
that an individual attempted to 
contribute through her cam-
paign website but the contri-
bution wasn't accepted. Calling 
for Burke to step down, Preck-
winkle said his, "behavior of 
abusing his position for person-
al gain does not reflect my val-
ues, and I do not condone it."

Prosecutors told the judge 
that Burke, who has publicly 
opposed the National Rifle As-

sociation and proposed mul-
tiple gun-control ordinances 
over the years, had 23 guns at 
his offices alone. The judge said 
one condition of his continued 
release is that he gets rid of all 
his guns, including any at his 
home. He also was required to 
turn over his passport.

The Democrat's law firm, 
Klafter & Burke, represented 
the high-rise tower that bears 
President Donald Trump's 
name. There's no indication 
the case is at all tied to his firm's 
work for Trump.

He's been on the council for 
50 years and for three decades 
has chaired its finance commit-
tee, which makes key decisions 
about how the city's budget is 
spent.

Burke said after FBI raids on 
his offices at City Hall and in 
his Southwest Side ward in No-
vember that he was sure agents 
wouldn't find anything amiss.

Charges were filed in a com-
plaint on Wednesday but only 
unsealed Thursday. A grand 
jury could still hand down a 
formal indictment, possibly 
adding new charges.

The complaint, which does 
not identify the fast-food com-
pany or the executives alleged-
ly squeezed, includes excerpts 
from wiretaps of Burke's phone 
and emails seized in the raids.

One intermediary told 
Burke he would tell one of the 
executives, "how important 
you are," when he met the per-
son for dinner.

"You are good to do that," 
Burke responded. "But I'd 
also like to get some of his law 
business. ... I hear he has 300 
(restaurants out here)."

When the executives didn't 
give Burke's law firm the busi-
ness he wanted, Burke spoke 
with one of his ward employ-
ees about how they would play 
hard ball with the company, the 
complaint says.

Emails between the execu-
tives, who the complaint says 
are victims and not targets of 
the investigation, show how 
worried they were about the 
damage Burke could do to 
their enterprise.

"I know these guys are very 
powerful and they can make 
life very difficult for all of our 
Chicago stores and I do not 
want to take this risk," one 
email said after Burke forced 
them to halt the renovations. 

Burke joins a long list of 
Illinois lawmakers charged 
criminally, including former 
Gov. Rod Blagojevich, who is 
serving a 14-year prison term 
on multiple federal corruption 
convictions.

Klafter & Burke specialized 

in property-tax appeals, with 
former clients that included 
Trump's luxury tower in down-
town Chicago. The Chicago 
Sun-Times reported in 2016 
the law firm saved the Trump 
building enterprise $14 million 
by appealing property tax bills 
over seven years. 

U.S. Rep.-elect Jesus "Chuy" 
Garcia and other Burke critics 
in Chicago's Hispanic commu-
nity have drawn attention to 
that tax work in a bid to hurt 
Burke politically.

Burke's wife, Anne Burke, 
is an Illinois Supreme Court 
justice. Ed Burke's father was 
also influential in Democrat-
ic circles in Chicago. Other 
Burke relatives also have been 
involved in Illinois politics. 

Burke is associated by Chi-
cagoans with insider benefits 
long accorded aldermen. A 
city inspectors report in 2016 
found snow removal crews 
plowed the street where he 
lived far more often than other 
streets after a 2015 snow storm, 
a total of 46 times in five days.

Burke was a central fig-
ure in the mid-1980s during 
what came to be known as 
the "Council Wars," a highly 
contentious time in Chicago 
politics when Burke and others 
opposed the city's first black 
mayor, Harold Washington.
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COMPANY-WIDE UPCYCLING IN GOODFIELD

David Proeber/The Pantagraph via AP

In this Dec. 28, 2018 photo, Ryan Gentes, a plumber with TCI Plumbing, Goodfield, carries a piece of PVC pipe through a maze 
of shipping containers that are being recycled into office space at the new headquarters for Zeller Electric in Goodfield. The 
new office, plant and warehouse building is using a variety of new technologies and recycling ideas to lower cost of opera-
tions.

BY LENORE SOBOTA
The Bloomington Pantagraph

GOODFIELD, Ill. (AP) — Step 
inside the soon-to-be home of Zeller 
Electric, nearing completion in Good-
field, and it's not hard to imagine you 
have wandered into a giant Lego play 
set.

What might be harder to imagine 
is the old shipping containers stacked 
at various angles will soon be offices, 
meeting rooms and work areas.

Yet that is exactly what Brian Rieke, 
Zeller's vice president of operations, vi-
sualized as he contemplated how to fit 
"x'' amount of people within the square 
footage of the steel building with tall 
ceilings and an open floor plan a short 
distance from Interstate 74.

The building is owned by Crossing 
Properties and Zeller Electric is reno-
vating the space inside. A portion of it 
will be used by Halo Solar, a solar ener-
gy company that partners with Zeller.

"The idea came to me when I was 
considering the cost of conventional 
framing," said Rieke, as work went on 
around him to complete the interior of 
the building.

"I figured this might be a good fit 
with this open space. The shipping 
containers are very reasonable, espe-
cially in this state."

Eight standard 40-foot shipping 
containers are being used for the proj-
ect. Each is roughly 8 feet tall and 8 feet 
wide. They are being cut to fit the need-
ed sizes, which Rieke said was more 
cost effective than buying standard 10 

or 20 foot containers.
With the natural look being in, the 

exteriors of the containers will be left 
in their current state so the used patina 
is evident, with various numbers, let-
ters, logos and warnings, such as very 
heavy.

The interiors will be painted. Open-
ings are being cut for windows, but the 
large doors with vertical metal bars will 
remain largely intact.

"There are a lot of people starting to 
do things with shipping containers," 
noted Rieke.

Blake Knapp of Atelier is serving as 
architect for the project.

"I'm really excited about it," said 
Rieke. "We'll get some cool work spac-
es."

The company expects to vacate its 
Morton location at the end of January 
and occupy its new space some time in 
February.

Zeller Electric has been in business 
since 1979 and does industrial, com-
mercial and residential electrical work 
in addition to green energy projects 
involving solar and wind power. Zeller 
was involved in the wind turbine proj-
ect at Heartland Community College.

The company was founded by the fa-
ther and uncle of its current president 
and CEO, Seth Zeller.

"It's nice to be able to carry on the 
legacy that they had," said Zeller.

Speaking of the new location, Zeller 
said, "We wanted it to be a space where 
our employees and customers felt in-
spired. A fun space to work."

The move from their current loca-
tion in Morton to Goodfield is be-
ing done, in part, to ease travel times, 
Rieke explained. About 20 employees 
live in Bloomington-Normal and about 
20 live in Peoria, he said. Each is about 
a 20-minute drive.

The site also is about an hour and 10 
minute drive from Champaign, Gales-
burg and Springfield, he added.

"It's right in the middle of our mar-
ket," said Rieke. "The village of Good-
field has been great to work with."

Two side-by-side containers are be-
ing outfitted as a meeting room with a 
conference table that will seat 16 peo-
ple. Stairs are being built to access the 
second-level containers. The second 
level also will include a gathering area 
on the roof of one container, surround-
ed by railings.

"The core of our business is the good 
quality employees we have and giving 
them the best opportunity to be pro-
ductive at work," said Rieke. The de-
sign includes collaborative spaces.

Zeller said, "In Central Illinois, 
many office buildings tend to be drab 
and boring. We wanted to spice up 
things."

Heartland Fabrication of Conger-
ville is doing a lot of the custom work 
on the project. Titan Industries of 
Deer Creek, Residential Steel Services 
of Congerville and TCI Plumbing of 
Goodfield also are involved.

"We're trying to keep it local," Rieke 
said of the fabricators and suppliers be-
ing used.

Office spaces reimagined

BY JOHN O'CONNOR
AP Political Writer

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) 
— Proposed plans for legal-
izing recreational marijuana 
use in Illinois have shifted 
from when to how.

Democratic Gov.-elect 
J.B. Pritzker campaigned on 
the legalization issue and its 
corresponding tax revenue 
of as much as $1 billion a 
year. And Democratic Il-
linois House Speaker Mi-
chael Madigan is on board.

Two key Democratic law-
makers, Sen. Heather Steans 
and Rep. Kelly Cassidy, have 
been meeting with interest 
groups ahead of the legis-
lative session that begins in 
January. Both have worked 
on the issue for years.

Marijuana has been fed-
erally outlawed since 1937, 
but its surrounding stigma 
has been eased in the past 
few decades. President Jim-
my Carter called for its na-
tional decriminalization 40 
years ago, and 10 states now 
allow the recreational use 
of marijuana after voters in 
Michigan approved such a 
measure last month.

Although studies have 
reached differing conclu-
sions on the impact legal-
ization has on usage rates, 
advocates contend it stays 
about the same — those 
who used it before it was le-
gal are the ones using it after 
legalization.

"You see some decreases 
among youth because you're 
cutting off their access. The 
guy slinging weed on the 
corner in my neighborhood, 
I've never seen him card,'not 
once," Cassidy said. "And 
you see slight increase in 
people over 50 because their 
knees hurt."

The Steans-Cassidy 
plan would allow Illinois 
residents to purchase and 
possess 30 grams of mari-
juana for recreational use. 
Non-residents would be al-
lowed 15 grams.

Law enforcement agen-
cies remain opposed, fearing 
the law would allow for un-
regulated home cultivation, 
increase police officers' diffi-
culty in recognizing marijua-
na impairment in motorists 
and not require dosages on 
labels in the case of edible 
products. They also disagree 
with Cassidy's assessment 
that young people wouldn't 
have the same access.

Legalization 
debate is 
shifting 
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